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Our Intent for Art at Pensford Primary School 
 

In teaching our art curriculum we want to develop the children’s creativity, inspire and equip them with the 
knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. We will give the 
children the opportunity to use a range of media and materials. They will build on the skills of drawing, painting, 
printing, collage, textiles, 3D work and digital art.  Children will also be introduced to a range of works and develop 
knowledge of the styles and vocabulary used by famous artists. The skills they acquire will be applied to their cross-
curricular topics, allowing them to use their art skills to reflect on and explore topics in greater depth. 
  
Our art teaching supports the Four Pillars of the Pensford Curriculum as follows: 

Wellbeing – Our lessons will help to foster children’s imagination and encourage the children’s self 

expression. 

Language – Our curriculum for art details the subject-specific vocabulary that will enable children to 

understand and retain concepts and knowledge in the subject.  This vocabulary builds up as the children 

move through the school. 

Reasoning –After discussions about artwork, artists, resources and skills, we want children to choose the 

most appropriate techniques to create their own pieces of art. 

Technology –Children will use technology in 2 key ways during their study of art: 

• To discover (carrying out guided Internet research to learn about different artists) 

• To create (children will use Ipads and laptops to create their own art. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

<SUBJECT> Curriculum Overview  
 

Key Context Skill Artist 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 & Summer 2 

EYFS Topic – Time to 
Wonder 

Texture and 
Form – 

decorating 
biscuits to take 
home as a gift 

Topic – Time to 
Wonder 
Drawing - Using 
story maps to tell 
stories (within 
Literacy) 
Colour - Paint a 

self portrait  

Topic – Me and 
my world 
Printing – using 
block colours to 

create an 
animal/ 

camouflage 
pattern 

Topic – Me and 
my world 

Colour – 
experiment with 
primary colours. 

Decorating 
Easter eggs. 

Topic – Out and 
About 

Pattern – 
repeating 

patterns in 
maths. 

 

KS1 
Year 

A 

Topic -  Who’s 
coming to tea? 
 
To create and 
decorate a bowl 
made from 
Modroc. 

 
 

To make a bread 
sculpture 
inspired by Marc 
Quinn. 

Topic -  Fire! 
 
 
To build a house 
from the time of 
the Great Fire of 
London. 
 
To create a fire 
collage picture 
made from tissue 
paper. 

Topic How do I 
get to ….? 

 
To paint a range 
of transport. 
 

Topic - Where 
are all the wild 
things? 

 
To create their 
own ‘Wild thing’ 
picture, inspired 
by the story. 
 
Explore a range 
of weaving, 
printing and 
collaging to 
create a 
background.  

Topic – Once upon a time 
 
All art will link with growing plants 
and the local environment. 
 
To observe and draw what can be 
seen in nature. Observe and draw 
landscapes. 
 
Leaf – sketches, rubbings, prints. 
 
Explore the use of dots and lines to 
create shadow and texture. 
 
 

Artist –  Artist – 
Sculpture 
Michelle Reader 

 Artist –  
Maurice Sendak 
James DeRosso 

Artist – Orla Keily  

Sculpture                          
To use a variety 
of materials to 
make known 
objects for a 
purpose. 
(Bread, Modroc) 
 
To apply simple 
decoration by 
painting. 
 
 
 

Sculpture   
To use a variety 
of recycled 
materials for 
sculpting 
(Recycled 
materials). 
 
To use a variety 
of techniques 
(cutting). 
 
To shape, form, 
construct and 

Painting/ colour 
 
To begin to mix 
primary colours 
to make 
secondary 
colours. 
 
To experiment 
with using 
different brushes 
and other 
painting tools. 
 

Drawing 
To use a variety 
of drawing tools 
(pencil, colouring 
pencil, oil 
pastels). 
 
To draw lines of 
varying 
thickness. 
 
To use dots and 
lines to 
demonstrate 

Drawing 
To use a variety of drawing tools 
(pencil, charcoal, chalk, pastels) 
Experiment with a range of tools and 
surfaces. 
 
To draw lines of varying thickness. 
 
To use dots and lines to demonstrate 
patterns. 
 
Printing 
To copy and original print. 
 

Art Curriculum Overview 



 

 

model from 
observation and 
imagination. 
 
Collage 
 
Use a 
combination of 
materials that 
have been cut 
torn and glued. 
 
To sort and 
arrange 
materials.  

Add white or 
black to alter 
tints and shades. 
 
 

patterns (animal 
patterns). 
 
To colour within 
the lines.  
 
Textiles/ Texture  
show pattern by 
weaving. 
 
Printing  
To use a variety 
of materials 
(sponges, fruit, 
blocks). 
 
Demonstrate a 
range of 
techniques – 
rolling, pressing, 
stamping and 
rubbing. 
 
Collage 
Use a 
combination of 
materials that 
have been cut 
torn and glued. 
 
Add texture by 
mixing materials. 

Demonstrate a range of techniques – 
rolling pressing stamping rubbing. 
 
Use a variety of materials. 
 
 
 
 

KS1 
Year 

B 

Topic – Our 
amazing world 
Children will 
draw faces and 
make self-
portraits using 
colouring pencils 
and pencils. 
 
Children will 
observe anatomy 
and sketch to 
make records. 

Topic – Toy story 
Children will 
make their own 
teddy using felt. 

 
 

Topic – The arty 
one 
To make 
watercolour 
paintings, pencil 
drawings and a 
class collage 
inspired by LS 
Lowry’s ‘Coming 
From the Mill’ 
and ‘Coming Out 
of School’.  

Topic -  maps 
and routes 
Children will 
carve forms of 
transport out if 
salt dough. 

 

Topic -  Weather and seaside 
Children will create a seaside picture 
using all the skills taught this term. 
 
Draw – different sea creatures. 
Paint – Sea Stormy seas and calm 
seas.  
Paint water colour rainbow fish 
Collage 
 

Artist – Picasso 
Focus cubism  

 Artist – LS Lowry 
Pieter Brugel 

 Artist-  
Edmond Cross 
Alfred Wallis 
John Miller 

Drawing 
To use a variety 
of drawing tools 
(pencil, colouring 
pencil, oil 
pastels). 
 

Textiles/ Texture 
 
To use large eye 
needles – 
running stitches. 
 

Painting 
To name primary 
and secondary 
colours.  
 
-To begin to mix 
primary colours 

Sculpture 
Explore carving 
as a form of 3d 
art.  
 

Drawing 
To use a variety of drawing tools 
(pencil, colouring pencil, oil pastels) 
 
To draw lines of varying thickness. 
 



 

 

To draw lines of 
varying 
thickness. 
 
To use dots and 
lines to 
demonstrate 
patterns. 
 
To colour within 
the lines. 

To decorate 
textiles with glue 
or stitching, to 
add colour and 
detail. 
 
 

to make 
secondary 
colours. 
 
To experiment 
with using 
different brushes 
and other 
painting tools. 
 
Add white or 
black to alter 
tints and shades. 
 
. 
 
 

To shape and 
form from direct 
observation. 
 
To manipulate 
malleable 
materials in a 
variety of ways 
including rolling, 
pinching and 
kneading. 

To use dots and lines to demonstrate 
patterns. 
 
To colour within the lines. 
 
Painting  
To apply colour on a large scale.  
 
To experiment with using different 
brushes and other painting tools. 
 
Add white or black to alter tints and 
shades. 
 
Darken colours without using black. 
 
Collage 
Experiment by arranging, folding, 
repeating, overlapping, regular and 
irregular patterns. 
 
Add texture by mixing materials. 
 
Use a combination of materials that 
have been cut torn and glued. 

LKS2 
Year 

A 

Topic – North, 
East, South, 
West 
 

To make abstract 

and accurate 

drawings of 

people – 

particularly 

faces. 

Topic – Rise of 
the Robots 
 

To create 

sketches, 

paintings and 

press prints 

inspired by artist 

Eric Joyner. 

 

 

Topic – Extreme 
Survival 
To create a piece 

of art 

representing an 

extreme 

environment 

inspired by Ted 

Harrison. 

 

Topic – Dig For 
Victory 
To use textiles to 

create a 

representation of 

WW2 e.g. the 

Blitz, grow your 

own, based on 

the work of Lucy 

Levenson. 

 

 

Topic – Escape from Pompeii (with a 
snap, crackle and pop!) 

To create a statue for a class trail 
around the school. 

 
To explore mosaic design as part of 

their study of Ancient Rome and 

create their own design based on the 

work of Sonia King. 

 
 

Artist -  Joseph 

Amedokpo  

Artist 
Eric Joyner 

 

Artist: Ted 

Harrison 

 

Artist: Lucy 

Levenson 

 

Artist: Sonia King 
Alberto Giacometti 
 

Drawing 
Experiment with 
showing line, 
tone and texture 
with different 
hardness of 
pencils.  
 
Use shading to 
show light and 
shadow effects. 
 
Use different 
materials to 

Printing  

Use found 

materials; 

interpret 

environmental 

and manmade 

patterns. 

 
Drawing 
Experiment with 
showing line, 
tone and texture 
with different 

Paint/colour 

To use varied 

brush techniques 

to create shapes, 

textures, 

patterns and 

lines. 

 

To mix colours 

effectively using 

the correct 

language (tint, 

Textiles/ texture  

Use smaller eyed 

needles and 

firmer thread. 

 

To use a wider 

variety of 

stitches. 

 

 Select colours 

and materials to 

create effect, 

Collage 

Select colours and materials to create 

effect, giving reasons for choices. 

 

Refine work and they go to ensure 

precision. 

 

Learn and practise a variety of 

techniques (mosaic). 

 

Sculpture 



 

 

draw (pastels, 
chalk, felt tips). 
 
Show awareness 
of space when 
drawing. 
 

Begin to show an 
awareness of 
objects having a 
third dimension 
and perspective. 
 

Begin to develop 

accurate 

drawings of 

people 

considering 

proportion and 

placement. 

(faces and whole 

people). 

 

computer 

generated 

drawings 

inspired by 

Joseph 

Amedokpo 

 

hardness of 
pencils.  
 
Use shading to 
show light and 
shadow effects. 
 
Paint/colour 

To use varied 

brush techniques 

to create shapes, 

textures, 

patterns and 

lines. 

 

To mix colours 

effectively using 

the correct 

language (tint, 

shade, primary 

secondary). 

 

To create 

different 

textures and 

affects with 

paint. 

 

Darken colours 
without using 
black. 
 

shade, primary 

secondary). 

 

To create 

different 

textures and 

affects with 

paint. 

 

Darken colours 
without using 
black. 
 

 

giving reasons 

for choices.  

 

Experiment with 

creating mood, 

feeling & 

movement. 

 

Use malleable materials to practise 

joining techniques. 

 

Make informed choices about the 3D 

from chosen (paper sculpture, wire, 

mod roc). 

 

Plan and develop; understanding of 

different adhesives and methods of 

construction. 

 

LKS2 
Year B 

Topic – The 
Secret Life of 
Water 
To explore West 
African tie dye 
and batik prints 
linked to Fair 
Trade.  The 
children will then 
make their own 
string printing 
block. 
 

Topic – Raiders 
and Traders 
To explore ‘eyes’ 
in art.  Children 
will draw, paint 
and create a clay 
dragon eye. 

Topic – Can you 
walk like an 
Egyptian? 
To create a death 
mask in the style 
of King 
Tutankhamun. 
 

Topic - 
Rainforest 
To create 
paintings in the 
style of John 
Dyer. Compare 
John Dyers’s style 
of painting with 
Henry Rousseau’s 
‘Tiger in a 
Tropical Storm’ 
painting. 
 
https://www.last
chancetopaint.co
m/ 

Topic – Down in the Valley 
To create an abstract image of the 
local area. 

Artists: Various  
 

Artist: Renee 
Magritte 
 

Artists: Linked to 
Ancient Egypt 

Artist: John Dyer 
Henry Rousseau 

Artist: Georgia O’Keeffe 
 

https://www.lastchancetopaint.com/
https://www.lastchancetopaint.com/
https://www.lastchancetopaint.com/


 

 

Printing –  
Use a variety of 
techniques to 
create different 
textural effects 
(printing, 
dyeing). 
  
To use a variety 
of materials 
(string and block 
printing). 
 

To use more 
than one colour 
to layer in a 
print. 

 

To replicate 
patterns from 
observations. 
 
 
Painting 
Create different 
textures and 
effects with paint 
(colouring mixing 
through 
overlapping 
prints). 
  
 

Drawing 
Experiment with 
showing line, 
tone and texture 
with different 
hardness of 
pencils.  
 
Use shading to 
show light and 
shadow effects. 
 
Use different 
materials to 
draw (pastels, 
chalk, felt tips). 
 
Show awareness 
of space when 
drawing. 
 
Sculpture 
Use clay and 
other malleable 
materials and 
practise joining 
techniques. 
 
Add materials to 
sculpture to 
create detail. 
 
Use a variety of 
techniques 
(pinching rolling 
cutting). 
 
 

Sculpture 
Cut make and 
combine shapes 
to make 
recognisable 
forms. 
 
Use malleable 
materials to 
practise joining 
techniques. 
 
Add materials to 
sculpture to 
create detail. 
 
 

Paint/colour 

use a range of 
different 
painting 
materials. 
 

experiment with 

creating mood 

and colour. 

 
To use varied 

brush techniques 

to create shapes, 

textures, 

patterns and 

lines through 

dotting, 

splashing, 

scratching. 

 

To mix colours 

effectively using 

the correct 

language (tint, 

shade, primary 

secondary). 

 

To create 

different 

textures and 

affects with paint 

(using dotting, 

scratching, 

splashing). 

 

Darken colours 
without using 
black. 
 
Use colour to 
reflect mood. 
 
Drawing 
Use different 
materials to 
draw (pastels, 
chalk, felt tips). 
 
Show awareness 
of space when 
drawing. 
 

Drawing  
Experiment with showing line, tone 
and texture with different hardness 
of pencils.  
 
Use shading to show light and 
shadow effects. 
 
Use different materials to draw 
(pastels, charcoal, chalk, felt tips). 
 
Show awareness of space when 
drawing. Represent scale and 
proportion and work on a variety of 
scales. 
 
Paint/colour 
To use varied brush techniques to 

create shapes, textures, patterns and 

lines. 

 

To mix colours effectively using the 

correct language (tint, shade, primary 

secondary). 

 

To create different textures and 

affects with paint (using dotting, 

scratching, splashing). 

 



 

 

UKS2 
Year A 

Topic – Mmm 
chocolate 
 
African inspired 
art 

Topic – Why 
aorta keep fit  

 

Topic – 
Marvellous 
Mayans  
 
To create art 
influenced by 
Mayan culture 
 
Weaving 
Masks 
Frescoes 
 

Topic – Were we 
a fish 
To create 
sketches and 
paintings of 
insects, flowers 
and birds 
influenced by 
Darwin’s 
scientific 
sketches and 
artist Shin 
Saimdang. 
 
 

Topic – Dragon’s Den 
 
To learn a range of sewing skills. To 
then create a final product which 
could be sold EG - bag 

Edward 
Tingatinga 

Artist:  
William Morris – 
printing 
 
Ben giles – 
Collage includes 
humans or bits of 
humans. 

Artist:  
Gunta Stolzt - 
weaving 
 

Artist: Shin 
Saimdang. 

Artist: Coco Chanel 
Vivienne Westwood 

Drawing 

 

Use a variety 
of techniques 
to add 
effects, e.g. 
shadows, 
reflection, 
hatching and 
cross-
hatching. 

 

Depict 
movement and 
perspective in 
drawings. 

 

Painting/colo
ur 

 

Continue to 
use and build 
on a range of 
different 
painting 
materials; 

 

Create a colour 
palette, 
demonstrating 
mixing 
techniques; 

Printing 
 

Design and 
create printing 
blocks/tiles. 

 

Develop 
techniques in 
mono, block and 
relief printing. 

 

Collage 

 

Add collage to 
a painted or 
printed 
background. 

 

Create and 
arrange 
accurate 
patterns. 

 

Use a range of 
mixed media. 

 

Plan and design 
a collage. 

 
 
 

Textiles/Texture 
 
Experiment with 
a range of media 
by overlapping 
and layering in 
order to create 
texture, effect 
and colour. 

 

Add decoration 
to create effect. 
 
 
Sculpture 
 

Plan and design a 
sculpture. 

 

Use tools and 
materials to 
carve, add 
shape, add 
texture and 
pattern. 

 

Develop 
cutting and 
joining 
skills, e.g. 
using wire, 
coils, slabs 

Drawing 
 

Use a variety 
of techniques 
to add 
effects, e.g. 
shadows, 
reflection, 
hatching and 
cross-
hatching. 

 

Depict 
movement and 
perspective in 
drawings. 
 
Paint/colour 

 

Create a colour 
palette, 
demonstrating 
mixing 
techniques. 

 

Use a range 
of paint 
(acrylic, oil 
paints, water 
colours) to 
create 
visually 

Textiles- Sewing 
 

Experiment with a range of 
media by overlapping and 
layering in order to create 
texture, effect and colour. 

 

Add decoration to create effect. 
 
 



 

 

 

Use a range of 
paint (acrylic, 
oil paints, 
water colours) 
to create 
visually 
interesting 
pieces; 

 

Develop a 
personal style 
of painting 
drawing on 
ideas from 
other artists; 

 

and slips. 

 

Use materials 
other than clay 
to create a 3D 
sculpture. 
 
Paint/colour 
 

Create a colour 
palette, 
demonstrating 
mixing 
techniques. 

 

Use a range 
of paint 
(acrylic, oil 
paints, water 
colours) to 
create 
visually 
interesting 
pieces. 
 

interesting 
pieces. 

 
. 

UKS2 
Year B 

Topic – What’s 
out there? 
 
To create a 
collage inspired 
by the work of 
Lois Mailou 
Jones. 
 
To create 
depictions of the 
night sky. 
 

Topic – Who let 
the gods out? 
 
To design and 
create sculptures 
based on the 
work of Barbra 
Hepworth. 
 

Topic – Is it me 
or is it hot in 
here? 
Final piece of 
work to reflect 
their feelings on 
global 
warming/pollutio
n. An underwater 
picture/collage 
which includes 
manmade things 
(plastics which is 
destroying their 
habitats).  
 
 

Topic – 
Victorious 
Victorians 
To complete a 
final piece of 
work which 
represents a city 
scape (possibly 
Victorian) . They 
will pick the 
medium than 
they want to use 
(ink, pencil or 
charcoal. Their 
final piece of 
work will include 
buildings, 
people, 
perspective and 
shadow.  

Topic – How steady is your hand?  
To create fairground artwork inspired 
by Fred Fowle. 
 
To create a whole class piece of art of 
a ferris wheel.  

 Artists 
Van Gogh,  
Lois Mailou Jones 
-collage 

Artists 
Barbara 
Hepworth 

Artists Picasso   
Banksy 

 Artists 
Fred Fowle 
 



 

 

Drawing 

Use a variety of 
tools and select 
the most 
appropriate. 
 
Use a variety of 
techniques to 
add effects, e.g. 
shadows, 
reflection, 
hatching and 
cross-hatching. 
 
Develop own 
style of drawing 
through line, 
tone, texture and 
pattern.  
 
Collage 

Add collage to 
a painted or 
printed 
background. 

 

Create and 
arrange 
accurate 
patterns. 

 

Use a range of 
mixed media. 

 

Plan and design 
a collage. 

 

Painting/ 
Colour 

 

Continue to 
use and build 
on a range of 
different 
painting 
materials. 

 

To create 
visually 
interesting 
pieces. 

 

Develop a 
personal style 

Sculpture 
 

Plan and design 
a sculpture. 

 

Use tools and 
materials to 
carve, add 
shape, add 
texture and 
pattern. 

 

Develop 
cutting and 
joining skills, 
e.g. using wire, 
coils, slabs and 
slips. 

 

Use materials 
other than clay 
to create a 3D 
sculpture. 

 

Demonstrate 
an 
understanding 
of finishing 
different work: 
glaze, paint, 
polish. 

 

Adapt work as 
and when 
necessary and 
explain why. 
 

Painting/ Colour 

 

Continue to 
use and build 
on a range of 
different 
painting 
materials. 

 

Create a colour 
palette, 
demonstrating 
mixing 
techniques. 

 

Use a range of 
paint (acrylic, 
oil paints, 
water colours) 
to create 
visually 
interesting 
pieces. 

 

Develop a 
personal style 
of painting 
drawing on 
ideas from 
other artists.  
 
To use tint, tone 
and different 
shades to reflect 
mood and 
express feeling. 
 
To plan and 
develop ideas to 
create a final 
piece for work.  
 

Drawing 

Use a variety of 
tools and select 
the most 
appropriate. 
 
Depict 
movement and 
perspective in 
drawings. 
 
Explore effect of 
light on objects 
and people from 
different 
directions.  
 
Produce 
increasingly 
accurate 
drawings of 
people.  
 
Develop own 
style of drawing 
through line, 
tone, texture and 
pattern.  
 

Textiles/texture 

 

Experiment with a range of media 
by overlapping and layering in 
order to create texture, effect and 
colour. 

 

Add decoration to create effect. 
 
Drawing 
 
Develop own style of drawing 
through line, tone, texture and 
pattern.  
 
Understand which techniques work 
well and why. 
 
Sculpture 

 

Use materials other than clay to 
create a 3D sculpture. 

 

Demonstrate an understanding of 
finishing different work: glaze, 
paint, polish. 

 

Adapt work as and when necessary 
and explain why. 
 



 

 

of painting 
drawing on 
ideas from 
other artists.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Progression Matrix 
 

 
EYFS  KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

 

Ex
p

lo
ri

n
g 

an
d

 D
e

ve
lo

p
in

g 
Id

e
as

 

 Children start to understand how ideas 
are developed through processes. 
Children build up resilience to getting 
things wrong and trying again. Children 
practise and share their learning and 
skills with others, receive and offer 
feedback to improve. 

 
KS1 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To produce creative work, exploring 
their ideas and recording experiences. 

Children can: 

- respond positively to ideas and 
starting points; 

- explore ideas and collect information; 

- describe differences and similarities 
and make links to their own work; 

- try different materials and methods 
to improve; 

Children start collecting and developing 
ideas using sketchbooks. They continue 
to build up resilience, making mistakes 
and suggesting improvements to 
improve their work. Children practise 
and share their learning and skills with 
others, giving and receiving feedback to 
improve. 

 

KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
Pupils should be taught to develop 
their techniques with creativity, 
experimentation and an increasing 
awareness of different kinds of art, 
craft and design. 
To create sketchbooks to record 
their observations and use them to 
review and revisit ideas. 

Children can: 

- use sketchbooks to record ideas; 

- explore ideas from first-hand 
observations; 

- question and make observations 
about starting points, and respond 
positively to suggestions; 

- adapt and refine ideas; 

Children start collecting more 
information and resources to present in 
sketchbooks. They continue to build 
their knowledge of techniques by 
experimenting and predicting what 
might happen. Children continue to 
practise and share their learning and 
skills with others, receiving and offering 
feedback to improve. 

 

KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
Pupils should be taught to develop 
their techniques with creativity, 
experimentation and an increasing 
awareness of different kinds of art, 
craft and design. 
To create sketchbooks to record 
their observations and use them to 
review and revisit ideas. 

Children can: 

- review and revisit ideas in their 
sketchbooks; 

- offer feedback using technical 
vocabulary; 

- think critically about their art and 
design work; 

- use digital technology as sources for 
developing ideas; 

  



 

 

 

D
ra

w
in

g 
 Children begin to explore different 

techniques involved in drawing such as 
shading, thick and thin lines, patterns 
and shapes as well as using different 
surfaces to draw on. Children are also 
exposed to using different materials to 
draw with such as pencils, felt tips, 
crayons, chalk and pastels. 

 

KS1 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To become proficient in drawing 
techniques. 
To use drawing to develop and share their 
ideas, experiences and imagination. 

 

Children can: 
- use a variety of drawing tools 

(pencil, colouring pencil, oil 
pastels); 

- begin to control the marks made; 
- draw lines of varying thickness; 
- use dots and lines to demonstrate 

patterns; 
- colour within the lines; 
- Experiment with a range of 

surfaces to investigate textures 
and patterns; 

- begin to represent people in 
drawings. 

 

 

 

Children develop their knowledge of 
drawing by continuing to use a variety of 
drawing tools from KS1. They are 
introduced to new ways of making effect 
through tone, texture, light and shadow. 
They have the opportunity to use 
vocabulary learned in KS1 accurately, 
e.g. shading, thick and thin. 

 

KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To become proficient in drawing 
techniques. 
To improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques, including drawing, 
with a range of materials. 

Children can: 
- use different materials to draw 

(pastels, chalk, felt tips); 

- experiment with showing line, 

tone and texture with different 

hardness of pencils;  

- use shading to show light and 

shadow effects; 

- show awareness of space when 

drawing; 

- represent scale and proportion 

and work on a variety of scales; 

- begin to show an awareness of 

objects having a third dimension 

and perspective; 

- begin to develop accurate 

drawings of people considering 

proportion and placement. (faces 

and whole people). 

Children continue to use a variety of 
drawing tools but are introduced to new 
techniques, e.g. creating perspective. 
They become more confident in 
techniques already learned and use the 
vocabulary learned accurately, e.g. 
shading, thick and thin. Children will rely 
on their sketching books to improve 
their drawing skills. 

 

KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 
To become proficient in drawing 
techniques. 
To improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques, including drawing, 
with a range of materials. 

Children can: 

- use a variety of tools and select 
the most appropriate; 

- use a variety of techniques to add 
effects, e.g. shadows, reflection, 
hatching and cross-hatching; 

- understand which techniques 
work well and why. 

- depict movement and perspective 
in drawings; 

- explore effect of light on objects 
and people from different 
directions;  

- produce increasingly accurate 
drawings of people;  

- develop own style of drawing 
through line, tone, texture and 
pattern.  
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 Children can explore using a variety of 
different brushes to see what happens. 
Children begin to learn the primary 
colours and experiment with mixing 
paints to understand tone and secondary 
colours. 

 

KS1 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To become proficient in painting 
techniques. 

To use painting to develop and share 
their ideas, experiences and imagination. 

 

Children can: 
- begin to mix primary colours to 

make secondary colours; 

- experiment with using different 

brushes and other painting tools; 

- add white or black to alter tints 

and shades; 

- name primary and secondary 

colours; 

- apply colour on a large scale.  

 

Children continue exploring using a 
variety of different brushes to see what 
happens. They use the language of 
colour accurately when mixing, e.g. 
shade, primary and tint. Children begin 
to experiment with colour for effect and 
mood. 

 

KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To become proficient in painting 
techniques. 

To improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques, including painting 
with a range of materials. 

 

Children can: 

- use a range of different painting 
materials; 

- use varied brush techniques to 

create shapes, textures, patterns 

and lines; 

- mix colours effectively using the 

correct language (tint, shade, 

primary secondary); 

- darken colours without using 

black; 

- experiment with creating mood 

and colour; 

- experiment with texture through 

dotting, splashing, scratching. 

 

Children continue exploring a variety of 
different brushes to see what happens. 
They use the language of colour 
accurately and use inspiration from 
natural and non-natural works to create 
a colour palette. Children are more 
expressive with colour, associating 
colours with moods. 

 

KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To become proficient in painting 
techniques. 

To improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques, including painting 
with a range of materials. 

 

Children can: 

- continue to use and build on a 
range of different painting 
materials; 

- create a colour palette, 
demonstrating mixing 
techniques; 

- use a range of paint (acrylic, oil 
paints, water colours) to create 
visually interesting pieces; 

- develop a personal style of 
painting drawing on ideas from 
other artists;  

- use tint, tone and different shades 
to reflect mood and express 
feeling. 
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 Children have the opportunity to use a 
variety of materials for sculpting and 
experiment with joining and 
constructing. They begin to use the 
correct vocabulary associated with 
sculpting and construction to 
demonstrate their understanding of the 
skill. 

 

KS1 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To become proficient in sculpting 
techniques. 

To use sculpture to develop and share 
their ideas, experiences and imagination. 

 

Children can: 

- use a variety of materials to 
make known objects for a 
purpose; 

- apply simple decoration by 
painting; 

- use a variety of recycled 
materials for sculpting. 

- use a variety of techniques 
(cutting); 

- shape, form, construct and 
model from observation and 
imagination; 

- manipulate malleable materials 
in a variety of ways including 
rolling, pinching carving and 
kneading. 

 
 

Children still have the opportunity to use 
a variety of materials for sculpting. They 
experiment with joining and 
construction, asking and answering 
questions such as, ‘How can it go 
higher?’ Children begin to understand 
more about decorating sculptures and 
adding expression through texture. They 
use a variety of tools to support the 
learning of techniques and to add detail. 

 

KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To become proficient in sculpting 
techniques. 

To improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques, including sculpting 
with a range of materials. 

 

Children can: 

- use clay and other malleable 
materials and practise joining 
techniques; 

- add materials to sculpture to 
create detail; 

- use a variety of techniques 
(pinching rolling cutting); 

- cut, make and combine shapes 
to make recognisable forms; 

- make informed choices about 
the 3D from chosen (paper 
sculpture, wire, mod roc). 

- plan and develop; understanding 
of different adhesives and 
methods of construction. 

 

Children still use a variety of materials 
for sculpting and experiment with 
joining and constructing. They begin to 
understand more about clay modelling 
and using different tools with clay. They 
will be more reliant on their own ideas 
and knowledge of sculpture during the 
planning and designing process. 

 

KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To become proficient in sculpting 
techniques. 

To improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques, including sculpting 
with a range of materials. 

 

Children can: 

- plan and design a sculpture; 

- use tools and materials to carve, 
add shape, add texture and 
pattern; 

- develop cutting and joining 
skills, e.g. using wire, coils, slabs 
and slips; 

- use materials other than clay to 
create a 3D sculpture; 

- demonstrate an understanding 
of finishing different work: 
glaze, paint, polish; 

- adapt work as and when 
necessary and explain why. 
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 Children will have the opportunity to 

explore creating a variety of images on 
different backgrounds with a variety of 
media, 

e.g. paper, magazines, etc. Children 
experiment with sorting and arranging 
materials and refining their work. 

 

KS1 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To become proficient in other art, craft 
and design techniques – collage. 

To develop a wide range of art and 
design techniques in using texture, line, 
shape, form and space. 

 

Children can: 

- experiment by arranging, folding, 
repeating, overlapping, regular 
and irregular patterns; 

- add texture by mixing materials; 

- use a combination of materials 
that have been cut torn and 
glued; 

- sort and arrange materials. 

Children continue to explore creating 
collage with a variety of media, e.g. 
paper and magazines. They experiment 
with sorting and arranging materials 
with purpose to create effect. They learn 
new techniques, e.g. overlapping, 
tessellation, mosaic and montage. 

 

KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques with a range of 
materials – collage. 

 

Children can: 
- select colours and materials to 

create effect, giving reasons for 

choices; 

- refine work and they go to ensure 

precision; 

- learn and practise a variety of 

techniques (mosaic). 

 

Children experiment with mixing 
textures and with sorting and arranging 
materials with purpose to create effect. 
They develop their understanding of 
techniques learned in Lower KS2 and 
develop their own ideas through 
planning. 

 

KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques with a range of 
materials – collage. 

 

Children can: 

- add collage to a painted or 
printed background; 

- create and arrange accurate 
patterns; 

- use a range of mixed media; 

- plan and design a collage. 
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 Children have the opportunity to look at 
and practise a variety of techniques, e.g. 
weaving and plaiting. They explore which 
textiles are best to use and produce the 
best result. 

Children will also explore decorating and 
embellishing their textiles to add detail, 
colour and effect. 

 

KS1 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To become proficient in other art, craft 
and design techniques – textiles. 

To develop a wide range of art and 
design techniques in using colour, 

Children develop their weaving and 
colouring fabric skills further. They are 
also introduced to the skill of stitching in 
Lower KS2. 

 

KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques with a range of 
materials – textiles. 

 

Children can: 

- select appropriate materials, 
giving reasons; 

- use a variety of techniques, e.g. 

Children further develop their weaving, 
overlapping and layering techniques. 
They experiment with a range of fabrics 
including non-traditional fabrics. 

 

KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques with a range of 
materials – textiles. 

 

Children can: 

- experiment with a range of 
media by overlapping and 
layering in order to create 



 

 

pattern and texture. 

 

Children can: 
- use large eye needles – running 

stitches; 

- decorate textiles with glue or 

stitching, to add colour and detail; 

- show pattern by weaving. 

printing, dyeing, weaving and 
stitching to create different 
textural effects; 

- develop skills in stitching, cutting 
and joining; 

- Use smaller eyed needles and 

firmer thread. 

- Use a wider variety of stitches 

 

texture, effect and colour; 

- add decoration to create effect; 

- Continue to develop sewing 
skills using a range of stitches. 
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 Children experiment with shape and 
pattern, looking at repeated patterns 
and different materials to make texture, 

e.g. sponges. 

 

KS1 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To become proficient in other art, craft 
and design techniques – printing. 

To develop a wide range of art and 
design techniques in using colour and 
texture. 

 

Children can: 

- copy an original print; 

- use a variety of materials, e.g. 
sponges, fruit, blocks; 

- demonstrate a range of 
techniques, e.g. rolling, pressing, 
stamping and rubbing; 

 
 

Children use a variety of printing blocks, 
e.g. coiled string glued to a block, and 
explore what effect making their own 
blocks has on shape and texture. 

 

KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques with a range of 
materials – printing. 

 

Children can: 

- use more than one colour to 
layer in a print; 

- replicate patterns from 
observations; 

- use a variety of techniques to 

create different textural effects 

(printing, dyeing); 

- use a variety of materials (string 

and block printing); 

- using found materials; interpret 

environmental and manmade 

patterns. 

 

Children have more opportunities to 
make printing blocks and tiles. They 
now reflect on their choice of colour for 
prints and develop their accuracy with 
patterns. 

 

KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques with a range of 
materials – printing. 

 

Children can: 

- design and create printing 
blocks/tiles; 

- develop techniques in mono, 
block and relief printing; 

- create and arrange accurate 
patterns; 
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 Children have the opportunity to learn 

from the works of famous artists, 
studying their techniques and processes. 
They will be exposed to a range of 
different artists through history 
throughout KS1. 

 

KS1 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To understand the work of a range of 
artists, craft makers and designers, 
describing the differences and 
similarities between different practices 
and disciplines, and making links to their 
own work. 

 

Children can: 

- describe the work of famous, 
notable artists and designers; 

- express an opinion on the work 
of famous, notable artists; 

- use inspiration from famous, 
notable artists to create their 
own work and compare; 

 

Children continue to study the works of 
famous artists. They have more 
opportunity to offer opinion and to 
compare and contrast artists. Children 
will be exposed to a range of different 
artists through history, studying their 
techniques and processes. 

 

KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To learn about great artists, architects 
and designers in history. 

 

Children can: 

- use inspiration from famous 
artists to replicate a piece of 
work; 

- reflect upon their work inspired 
by a famous notable artist and 
the development of their art 
skills; 

- express an opinion on the work 
of famous, notable artists and 
refer to techniques and effect; 

 

Children continue to learn from the 
works of famous artists. They now 
expand their knowledge by looking at 
the range of more famous artists. 
Children comment on the work of 
famous artists and name their pieces of 
work. 

KS2 Art and Design National Curriculum 

To learn about great artists, architects 
and designers in history. 

 

Children can: 

- give detailed observations about 
notable artists’, artisans’ and 
designers’ work; 

- offer facts about notable 
artists’, artisans’ and designers’ 
lives; 

 

 



 

 

 


