
Number bonds like times tables are something which a child should know instantly without needing to 

think - therefore lots of practice by play and worksheets are essential to memorise these number 

relationships. 

 

Number bonds help children to understand how numbers work - that a number can be made up of 

parts, and the sum of the parts is the whole. Number bonds are also a good introduction to the fact 

that subtraction is the inverse of addition - A child learning that 4 add 6 equals 10 is also learning 

that 10 minus 6 is 4 and that 10 minus 4 is 6. 

Here are a few games that you could play to help you learn your number bonds off by heart. Most of 

the games can be adapted for number bonds to 20 or just number facts within 20. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number bond bowling.  

Children have to roll a ball at the 10 cups.  

How many did they knock down? 

How many more would they need to knock down all 10? 

What would the calculation be? 

 

This could also be extended to numbers bonds to 20. 

Write numbers 1 to 10 and place them on the ground. This could be 

written in chalk outside or hidden around the house.  

 

One person calls out a number and the other has to find the other 

number pair which would make 10.  

 

For example, if I said 9 the other person would have to run to or find 

the number 1. 

Nature hunt 

Adult to collect some items (stones, leaves, flowers, blades of grass, petals, daisies, sticks). 

Tell the child how many you have. (I have 5 stones but I need 10. How many more will I need?) 

Get the child to go and collect the number you need to make 10 then check it together. 

Get 10 containers/hoops/draw chalk circles on the floor. 

Number the containers 1 to 10 

One person call out a number and the other has to throw a ball into the container. 

If the parent is throwing they could get it wrong and see if the child notices. 

Display number 1 to 10. This could be written in chalk on a wall or 

written on paper and stuck on a wall.  

 

Someone has to call out a number and the other person has to shoot 

with a water pistol the matching pair to make 10. 

 

If you do not have a water bottle you could use a squeeze water bottle.  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These websites have a range of interactive games as well as worksheets. 

number bonds to 10 online games http://www.snappymaths.com/addition/make10/make10.htm 

number bonds to 20 online games http://www.snappymaths.com/addition/make20/make20.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throw 10 balls and aim for a container.  

How many did you get in? 

4 

How many more would you have had to throw in to have got 10 in?  

6 

What would the number bond calculation be? 

4 + 6 = 10 

This is then repeated.  

Number Bonds (Remembered facts)  

With the pack of cards turn over by one by one, ask the child to say the number which needs 

to be added to make 10. 

 Eg. If the children picked up a 4, the child would say 6 because 4+6 = 10  

This could also be done with subtraction from 10. Eg. If the child picked a 8 The child would 

say 2 because 10 – 8 = 2 
 

Equipment 

_ 2 players minimum. 

_ 1 pack of cards with the Ten, Jack, Queen and King removed. 

 

Instructions 

_ Place all of the cards face down in front of the players. 

_ The first player turns over two cards and adds them together to see if they make ten. If 

they do, the player keeps them. If not then they are placed back on the table. 

_ The next player has a go remembering what has been seen before. 

_ The game is finished when all of the number bonds to ten have been found. 

_ The winner is the player with the most cards at the end of the game. 

http://www.snappymaths.com/addition/make10/make10.htm
http://www.snappymaths.com/addition/make20/make20.htm

