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20 July 2021  

Dear Parents/Carers, 

As we reach the end of this academic year, it is worth taking some time to reflect on the challenges we have all faced 
over the last sixteen months. The resilience of our young people continues to amaze and impress us and we are 
confident that the measures we have in place to enable them to catch up on lost learning will ensure that they are 
not disadvantaged in the longer term by the effects of the pandemic on their education. 

As you know, the Government plans for the Step 4 lifting of restrictions have been published, and we are sure you 
join us in welcoming the fact that, by the time the new term starts in September, life will have returned to some 
form of the normality we enjoyed pre-pandemic.  However, we do appreciate that for some students and their 
families, these changes may bring uncertainty and some anxiety.  We would encourage you to speak to your child’s 
class teacher in the first instance who will offer any appropriate support. 

We have set out below a summary of some of the changes within in the Government’s current guidance for 
September. We will continually monitor the published guidance over the summer break and, as throughout the 
pandemic, our schools will continue to work within that guidance and will ensure that you have all that you need in 
terms of what this guidance means at school level by the time children return at the start of the new academic year. 

 Outbreak management plan: Schools are required to have in place an outbreak management plan in the 

event of public health identifying an outbreak of the virus, either in a school or in the local community. 

Should it be necessary to introduce measures contained therein, you would of course, be kept fully 

informed. 

 

 Risk Assessment: Schools have continually reviewed their risk assessments in line with Government 

guidance and there will be no change to this process. Risk assessments will include coverage of the four 

control measures set out in the guidance – ensure good hygiene for everyone; maintain appropriate cleaning 

regimes; keep occupied spaces well ventilated and follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and 

managing confirmed cases. 

 

 Lateral flow device (LFD) testing for secondary students: We would like to thank all of our families who 

have been carrying out home testing to support the identification of asymptomatic cases of Covid. Whilst 

home testing is not required over the holidays, testing kits are still widely available if you and your family 

wish to continue and can be collected from your local pharmacy or ordered online. You can also find up to 

date advice on what to do if there has been a positive test result here. 

At the start of the new academic year, current guidance is that all secondary students have 2 voluntary on-
site lateral flow device tests, 3 to 5 days apart.  Students and staff are then required to continue to 
undertake twice-weekly home testing until the end of September, when this will be reviewed.  Our 
secondary schools are finalising their plans for how this on-site testing will work in practice and details of this 
will be provided to you by the school. 



                     

 
 
                       

 ‘Bubbles’: With the proviso that schools may maintain them for the rest of this academic year, the 

Government no longer recommends that it is necessary to keep students in consistent groups, or bubbles. 

Schools will stop the use of bubbles in general however, may restrict some mixing in line with their risk 

assessment, whilst ensuring that there remains flexibility in the curriculum delivery for example, with regard 

to school trips, drama, music and sporting activities.  Many of our schools have also found that there have 

been real benefits to the ‘bubble system’ including for example, staggered drop off and pick up and these 

aspects may be maintained.   Again, we will continue to review any changes to guidance over the summer 

and schools will communicate final plans at the start of the academic year. 

 

 Face coverings: From 19 July, the Government is removing the requirement to wear face coverings in law 

but recommends that they are worn in enclosed and crowded spaces where you may come into contact with 

people you don't normally meet. This includes public transport and dedicated transport to school. From Step 

4, the Government no longer advises that face coverings should be worn by students and staff, either in 

classrooms or communal areas. We recognise that this change may cause some anxiety and again, we will 

keep this under review towards the end of the summer when we will have an up to date picture of local 

transmission rates.  Our secondary schools will include information about masks for secondary aged pupils 

from September in their correspondence to you. 

 

 Contact tracing and self-isolation: Schools are no longer expected to undertake any contact tracing – this 

will all be carried out by NHS Test and Trace, who will work with the positive case to identify close contacts. 

From 16 August 2021, children under the age of 18, and adults who have been fully vaccinated, will no 

longer be required to self-isolate if they are contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact of a positive 

COVID-19 case.  Instead, children will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close 

contact with a positive case, and advised to take a PCR test.  We will ensure that the most up to date 

guidance is shared with parents at the start of the academic year and remote learning will remain in place 

for those students whose absence is Covid related. In the meantime, you can find out more here. 

As we move away from the stringent restrictions on our lives, towards learning to live with the virus, it is still 
extremely important to manage health and hygiene within our schools.  We will continue, therefore, to ensure 
measures remain in place for everyone to practice good hygiene, through encouraging frequent and thorough hand 
washing and respiratory hygiene through the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 

We know that the vast majority of families are not intending to holiday overseas this summer, however if you are 
travelling abroad, you should be mindful of the potential impact on your child’s education if they are required to 
quarantine on return to the UK.  The start of the academic year is a critical time for children to attend school, to get 
to know their new teacher and class alongside their peers and to understand any changes to routine and 
expectations. Up to date travel guidance can be found here. 

This letter also provides us with an opportunity to pay tribute to the skilled and dedicated staff team across our 
schools who have ‘behind the scenes’ adapted to the ever changing guidance.  They have switched between high 
quality remote and face to face education and often a combination of both; put in place interventions to support 
those pupils whose learning has been most impacted upon over the course of the past 16 months; supported 
countless families by ensuring that they have access to food parcels and other support; managed self isolation within 
their staff teams and pupil body whilst doing all that they can to ensure that the disruption has as little impact as 
possible on children’s progress and have creatively sought to recreate the more usual school events in new ways.  I 
am sure that you will join us in wishing them all a well-earned, relaxing break.  

  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-abroad-from-england-during-coronavirus-covid-19


                     

 
 
                       

Finally, our sincere thanks for all of the support that you have offered our schools over the past year.  We hope that 
September will bring a less disrupted time for the education of our young people and in the meantime, wish you all a 
wonderful summer break and one which we hope will afford you all the opportunity to spend some time together 
and to recharge. 

With our thanks once again for all of the support that you have offered our schools.  

Kindest regards, 

 

Nick Jones  &  Emily Massey 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


