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Tuesday, 4th January 2022 
Dear Parents/Carers  
 
I hope that you and your children have all enjoyed the festive period and are feeling refreshed 
as we start the New Year.  I am writing to you today to confirm some details in readiness for 
the start of term tomorrow.  In short, I’m pleased to say that there are no changes necessary 
to our COVID arrangements at this stage and we are looking forward to a ‘normal’ start of 
term.  
 
HOWEVER, there is one key exception to this.  I have learned today that our cook, Sarah 
Medcraft, will need to be absent until Friday due to COVID.  Unfortunately the catering 
company she works for, Edwards and Ward, have not been able to cover her absence.  
Therefore please can ALL children bring a packed lunch for the first two days of term, 
Wednesday and Thursday.  If any parent has a difficulty with this and would like us to make a 
packed lunch in school then please do contact the school office.  I do apologise for the very 
short notice and inconvenience. 
 
Before I say more about the return to school, I’d like to welcome two new members of staff.  
Mrs Nadia Woodhouse will be working alongside Mrs Rawlinson and Mrs Wain in Ducklings 
class from tomorrow.  She will take over from Mrs Wain when she goes on maternity leave.  
Also, Eric Knapp (who many of you will know as the father of Archie and Harvey) will be taking 
on caretaking duties as they are needed.  I’m very pleased that Eric and Nadia will be joining 
our staff team this term. 
 
Returning to practical arrangements for the start of term, you will be aware that the Covid-
19 infections rates have been rising steadily throughout the last few weeks.  So as well as 
being optimistic and positive, we will be careful to avoid being complacent.  To help us to 
ensure that infections do not spread within school, I’d like to remind you of the following 
points:    
 
Attending school:  School attendance remains mandatory for all pupils.  In general, mild illness 
such as a headache or stomach ache should not prevent children from attending school.  
However, it remains the case that If you or your child has the symptoms of COVID-19 (see 
below), you must stay at home and arrange for a PCR test . (Note that a negative lateral flow 
result is not sufficient for attending school when your child has any of the key symptoms). 

• a new continuous cough  
• a high temperature  
• a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)  

 Here is a link to the latest guidance:  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-

stay-at-home-guidance  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
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Testing: We encourage household members that are aged 11 and over to continue 
with twice weekly LFD testing to help identify cases promptly.  If your child is 

under 11 but you and they are comfortable with carrying out the LFD testing, then you are 
welcome to test them regularly too.  If you think your child is a close contact of a positive case 
(in or out of school)  but has not have not been contacted directly by NHS Test and Trace then 
we would advise they undertake daily LFD tests for a period of 7 days. This advice applies to 
children aged 5 and over and is encouraged but not mandatory. 
 
Self isolation: You may also be aware that the government guidance has changed in relation 
to self-isolation.  The relevant extract is below: 
 
“You may be able to end your self-isolation period before the end of the 10 full days. You can 
take an LFD test from 6 days after the day your symptoms started (or the day your test was 
taken if you did not have symptoms), and another LFD test on the following day. The second 
LFD test should be taken at least 24 hours later. If both these test results are negative, and 
you do not have a high temperature, you may end your self-isolation after the second negative 
test result.  Report your LFD test results after taking each test. 
 
You should not take an LFD test before the sixth day of your isolation period, and you should 
only end your self-isolation after you have had 2 consecutive negative LFD tests which should 
be taken at least 24 hours apart. You should stop testing after you have had 2 consecutive 
negative test results.  This guidance also applies to children and young people who usually 
attend an education or childcare setting.” 
 
Key Stage 1 and 2 trip to the Tobacco Factory Theatre on Thursday 
 
We are pleased that the trip for all classes (except Ducklings) is going ahead this Thursday, 6th 
January.  You can find the original letter about this trip here: Oz_Theatre_Trip_06_01_2022.pdf 
(pensfordschool.org) .  In addition, we need to let you know that the timing of the performance means 
we will need to have an early lunch at school (at 11am).  As above, all children will need to bring a 
packed lunch that day anyway.  Can I also ask that  you provide your child with a snack to eat during 
the interval?  The must not contain nuts and we ask that you choose something healthy for your child.  
They should also bring their water bottle to school as usual.  (Duckling children will eat their packed 
lunch at the normal time of 12:00.) 

 
Finally, given the high infection rates currently, we anticipate that there may be some staff absence 
across the school during this term.   We will of course do all that we can to ensure that there is 
consistency for your child in terms of teacher/teaching assistant provision but we ask you to please 
‘bear with us’ if changes become necessary.  We will naturally keep you informed.   
 
We look forward to welcoming pupils back in school tomorrow and wish you all a happy and healthy 
2022.  
 
With best wishes, 
 
Warrick Barton 
(Headteacher) 

https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Oz_Theatre_Trip_06_01_2022.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Oz_Theatre_Trip_06_01_2022.pdf

