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Newsletter – 24th September 2021 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling:  Addie, Hudson and Imber 

• Dragonfly: Bodhi, Evie and Henry W 

• Otter: Amelie and Dylan 

• Kingfisher: Jacoby and Max 

And our headteacher award winners are: Henry S, Ellis, Cherry and Maisie 

Times tables certificates went to: Henry W and Eli 
 

A message from the PTA 

Hello everyone.  Thank you to the two volunteers who have come forward so far for our next event, 

the Halloween Fair.  We thought it would be useful for you to have some dates well in advance and 

hopefully lots of you can come forward to help us out.  Here are the dates we’ve planned in.  

Date Event Volunteers so far/ notes 

Friday 22nd Oct Halloween Fair 2 – about 8 more please! 

Sat 19th Feb Pensford 3 Peaks Run This lasts all day so we need 

quite a few supporters and lots 

of cakes! 

Sun 19th June Good Lordy 10k  

Sat 10th Sep 8 hour race  

Please email friendsofpensfordpta@gmail.com if you can help with any of these events. 

A message from Mr Barton 

So this school week started on Sunday for most of us!  I am so very grateful to parents, 

staff and children for being so adaptable, patient and understanding this week.  There 

has also been a superb balance between caution and not letting things stop us, and a 

great spirit among the school community. 

I’m pleased to say that there have been no further COVID cases reported in our 

community of staff and pupils, and we have adapted quickly to this temporary return to more stringent 

measures.  We very much look forward to getting ostrich fully back to normal as soon as possible.  

Meanwhile, it’s good to see that children who need to be at home are engaging with their remote 

learning that the teachers and teaching assistants have provided and supported. 

As we return to normality, it will be great (all being well) to get back to having forest school sessions.  

As parents will be aware from the letters sent out today, these are planned for Friday 8th and Friday 

15th October, with each class having the opportunity to visit Hidden Valley Forest School for lessons 

related to their current or future topics.  I’m really pleased that we can once again be working with 
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Nick and Louise from Hidden Valley, as this partnership is something that we have valued for a number 

of years. 

So thank you once again to everyone for their support and co-operation with the COVID situation this 

week.  Very best wishes to those who have been affected.  Hopefully we will all enjoy a peaceful 

weekend! 

Warrick Barton 

 

Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 27th September 

Monday 27th  Tuesday 28th  Wednesday 29th  Thursday 30th Friday 1st 

PGCE trainee 

teachers starting 

in Otter (Ms Katie 

Arblaster) and 

Kingfisher (Mr 

Matthew Forey) 

  Kingfisher 

swimming (week 

3 of 4) 

 

Week beginning 4th October 

Monday 4th  Tuesday 5th  Wednesday 6th  Thursday 7th Friday 8th 

   Kingfisher 

swimming (week 

4 of 4) 

Forest school for 

Otter and 

Dragonfly 

Free School Meals – Important information 

We would like to ensure that our records are fully up to date regarding children who qualify for means-

tested free school meals.  This is important because it affects benefits to individual children, as well as 

the budget the school receives as a whole.  If your child is in Duckling or Dragonfly they are entitled to 

a free school meal each day anyway, so it is possible that parents of children in those classes may not 

have claimed this benefit for their child although they may be entitled to it.  Also it may be that your 

child still prefers to have a packed lunch in Key Stage 2, so you have not claimed the benefit.  

We want to ensure that all parents are aware that if you are on a low income at the moment you may 

qualify for this benefit for your child, which could help with things like club payments and other 

benefits as well as the free meals themselves. 

If you would like to find out more, please take a look here https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/apply-free-school-
meals .   

 

Or you could just email the BANES Free School Meals team at freeschoolmeals@bathnes.gov.uk or call 

them on 01225 394 317. 
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“Thank-you for the quacking support” from Pensford Tennis Club  

 

Many thanks for supporting the Duck Race on Sunday. The sun shone and the ducks raced (well 

mostly!!) 

The Pensford School children’s art work display looked stunning. Many of you took photos to share 

with friends and official photos will be in the next edition of the Mendip Times. Your support with the 

duck decorating and pictures is very much appreciated.  On the day, many of you told us you felt there 

was a great family village atmosphere and, at last a chance to catch up with other parents and children. 

The Decorate a Duck competition was judged by Chair of Governors Nigel Chambers and special prizes 

presented on the day. Many thanks to him. 

The winners were: 

Duckling: Emma Dragonfly: Maci (pictured) Otter: Seren Kingfisher: Jack 

Pensford School raised the huge sum of £94 in the Decorate a Duck activity.  

Fantastic! Thank you. 

The Big News for the school of course was that Mr Miller’s duck won the Duck 

Race! Congratulations to him. (Er, Mr Miller’s son Henry disputes this: he says 

it was his duck – Ed.) 

The Duck race event was to support fundraising for a new replacement for our 

old tennis hut which is falling apart. We clearly need a proper space for 

parents, children and members to shelter and socialise with a cuppa around 

the tennis courts. 

Many thanks again for your support 

Elaine Davidson 

Welfare Officer 
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Clubs next week 

Unfortunately we need to confirm that neither Dance nor Cooking club will be able to run on Monday 

next week (27th September), or the week after (4th October), due to it not being practical to do this in 

a way that keeps children in their class bubbles for these particular clubs. 

The clubs across the rest of the week will run as normal. 

We’d also like to remind parents that breakfast club remains only open to parents who really need it 

in order to get to work for the time being.  Normal service should resume on Monday, 11th October 

(all being well). 

 Pensford Readathon – a message from Mr Miller 

This is the last weekend of the Readathon and we hope you are managing to read 

lots and collect some sponsorship money!  If every child raises £27, we will surpass 

our total raised last year.  Please make payments via ParentPay by Wednesday so 

we can work out and publish our total.  The money raised will go to one of the most 

essential tools in school – high quality reading books for the children. 

Good luck with your last weekend of reading for the Readathon! 

 

Community News 
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Reminders: The content  below here is  reminders of  things we have previously  published  

 

Teaching Assistant Vacancy – Happy News for Mrs Wain! 

We are delighted that Mrs Wain (previously Miss Bragg) is expecting a baby, due in February. 

Congratulations! 

Hers will be difficult shoes to fill as she does such a fantastic job supporting Mrs Rawlinson in Ducklings 

class, but we are excited about starting the search for her replacement during her maternity leave.  If 

you know anyone who might be interested, please do let them know about the vacancy. 

You can find the full advert here. 

Good luck to Macie, who is raising money to charity.  Can you help? 

Hello! I’m fundraising for Bristol Animal Rescue Centre (Bristol A.R.C.). 

Here’s my JustGiving page, if you’d like to find out more and donate:   

 

 

 

 

 

An easy way to support the school 

If you are shopping online you may want to use the link below.  The school will then receive a small 

commission at no cost to you. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/pensfordps/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_medium=clipboard&utm_content=cpl 

Useful links 
As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here , or look up Breakfast Club under 

the Parents tab of our website. 

If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist 

appointment, or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term 

time, please click here.  You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that it 

should NOT be used for unplanned absence (illness). 

If it’s easier for you to phone or email the office for these reasons, you can still do that too! 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon Wish 

List, please click here. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/emily-

mapstone?utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundraising

&utm_content=emily-mapstone&utm_campaign=pfp-

whatsapp&utm_term=b71f9745dc474b74b9dd76dcb8b4b12b  
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