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Newsletter – 12th November 2021 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling:  Gwylim and Imber 

• Dragonfly: Ellis and Henry M 

• Otter: Archie and Molly 

• Kingfisher: Maisie and Mollie 

And our headteacher award winners are: Imber, Harrison, Molly, Beau 

Maths certificates went to:  Maddox (KS1 Red award), Dylan K (Silver tables 

award) 
 

A message from the PTA 

Just a reminder that the Rising sun are holding a Christmas market on December 4th at 11.00am with 

over 40 craft and food stalls with live entertainment.  The stall fees are being donated to the PTA so 

local support for this event would be much appreciated. 

A message from Mr Barton 

This week has seen the re-introduction of one of my favourite aspects of Pensford 

school.  Some years ago now I remember that Macie (now in Year 6) asked if she 

could start a lunchtime ‘Bug Club’.  She is interested in wildlife and wanted to 

have the chance to look for minibeasts in our garden, even bringing in some 

identification sheets to help her and her friends do this. 

The club was a good success and soon other children asked if they too could run 

some lunchtime clubs.  Before long we had a range of clubs available, all run by 

children and supervised only minimally by adults, just to make sure all was safe.  The clubs ranged 

from art to computing to fitness and football and we even had to develop a timetable to accommodate 

them all. 

COVID put a stop to all this of course, as the children couldn’t mix, and it was a great shame when the 

older children lost this opportunity to share their enthusiasms and develop their own independence.  

However, this week the clubs have returned! 

Having had a break gave us time to prepare and Mr Miller has worked with his Kingfisher class to put 

on a range of lunchtime clubs that the older children have chosen to lead.  We now have clubs for 

hockey, dodgeball, hip-hop, story-telling, football, Lego, fitness, computing, art, tag rugby, singing, 

basketball, tennis and cricket!  And in addition to all that, Mrs Mullen runs a netball club once a week 

and the library is open every day – run by Kingfisher children.   

I’m very grateful to Mr Miller and Kingfisher for this, as the clubs have proved to be hugely popular 

and really give the younger children a chance to try out different things at lunchtimes.  It has been a 

great feeling to have these opportunities back at Pensford this week. 

On a more sombre note, we marked Remembrance Day with a two minutes’ silence yesterday, and I 

was very proud of the children for the respect that they showed. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
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We are looking forward to an enjoyable week ahead, ending with a ‘wearing the wrong clothes’ day 

on Friday for Children in Need.  Details of this are below. 

Have a very good weekend, 

Warrick Barton 

Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 15th November 

 

Monday 15th  Tuesday 16th  Wednesday 17th  Thursday 18th  Friday 19th  

  Flu immunisations 

have been 

POSTPONED by 

VirginCare until 

5th January 

Otter swimming 

(week 3 of 4) 

Children in Need 

day.  

 

Details below 

Week beginning 22nd November 

Monday 22nd Tuesday 23rd   Wednesday 24th  Thursday 25th  Friday 26h  

   Otter swimming 

(week 4 of 4) 

Bath and District 

Boys’ 7-a-side 

football 

tournament 

Kingfisher author 

visit (Maz Evans) 

Football match v 

Castle (away) 

Breakfast club – booking is now essential 

We are delighted that our Breakfast Club is proving very popular again, and that numbers attending 

are rising rapidly.  As parents will be aware, we have an online booking system for this which, up 

until now, has only been recommended rather than required.  It has helped us to have an idea of 

numbers to ensure sufficient staffing and supplies are in place. 

As numbers have now risen rapidly, we need to say that all places MUST be booked by 8am on a 

Friday morning in time for the following week.  Please do this on a weekly basis, even if your child 

attends each week.  This is so that we can order enough breakfast supplies on a Friday, to be 

delivered the following week.  Click here to book, and you can always find the booking link on the 

Breakfast Club page of our website. 

Many thanks to parents for their co-operation with this.  If you do unexpectedly need Breakfast Club 

please send a Dojo message to Mr Barton (out of school hours) or contact the school office during 

the day.  We will do our very best to accommodate, but it will greatly help us if the vast majority of 

places are booked in advance on a weekly basis. 

Thank-you! 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_2_2021.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_2_2021.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Parents/Breakfast-Club/
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Children in Need 

Next Friday, 19th November, our School Council have decided they would like us to support the 

national Children in Need appeal.  We’ll do this by asking that everyone contributes £1, or whatever 

they can afford, and in exchange allowing them to leave their uniform behind and dress up.  The 

theme for us this year will be “The Wrong Trousers” and by this we mean dressing in a way that is 

somehow ‘wrong’.  For example, 

jumpers might be on backwards or 

trousers inside out.  Socks, gloves 

and shoes might not be in pairs, and 

jumpers might be under T-shirts etc.  

Please be as creative as you like with 

how children choose to dress in the 

‘wrong’ way, and have fun! 

Children can also wear any ‘Pudsey 

ears’ or other Children in Need 

clothes, but it will be even better if 

they can think of a ‘wrong’ way to 

wear these! 

The donations can be 

made via ParentPay this 

year, but this is done 

differently, using a link.  

Please simply click here to make 

your donation of any amount you 

would like to give to the appeal.  In 

addition, we are asking children to 

bring some small change on the day 

as the School Council telescope have 

decided they would like to fill in an 

outline of Pudsey Bear with the coins 

to top up our donations.  As an 

incentive, they have asked that if we 

achieve the aim of filling Pudsey’s 

face with coins we have a film afternoon later in the term for all children as a reward.   

We hope that everyone has a lot of fun dressing up and contributing to this good cause. 

Collecting children from school and clubs – an important reminder 

We would like to politely remind parents of the importance of being on time to collect your children.  

While the vast majority of children are collected promptly, several times a week we are finding that 1 

or 2 parents are late.  This is by no means always the same people, so for individual parents it may 

well hardly be noticeable.  However, school staff are having to spend additional time on a regular basis 

looking after children beyond the pickup time.  Depending on the staff member’s role, this either 

incurs a cost to the school in overtime payment or – more usually – a cost in time for the staff member 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=4939
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=4939
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who then needs to extend their working day to complete their other work.  A range of staff members 

have been affected by this on different days and at different times.  Sometimes staff meetings have 

been unable to start on time as a result.  The problem does seem to have got worse in recent months. 

We hope that awareness of this issue will mean that parents can make every effort to either be on 

time or arrange for another person to collect their children if they are unavoidably delayed. If this is 

the case, please do let Clare Finnie in the school office know. 

As a last resort, we reserve the right to request a payment from parents if they are persistently late, in 

order to compensate for the additional working time staff have to complete as a result. 

Thank-you for your co-operation in this matter. 

Football Success! 

Pensford girls football team entered into the B&NES girls football competition on Tuesday 9th 

November, where 12 schools competed to represent the county in the county finals in January. For 6 

members of the squad (of 9), this was their first ever 

game of football outside of the school playground. 

We played 6 games, winning 4 and losing 2, resulting 

in us finishing in 5th place overall (the best small 

school) and missing going into the final on goal 

difference. The girls were incredible, where 

confidence grew game after game. Macie made some 

phenomenal saves, Maya, Anais, Mollie and Eryn were 

superb in defence, Seren, Bea and Maisie were 

brilliant in midfield and Beau was outstanding up 

front. The girls should be incredibly proud of 

themselves. A massive thank you to the parents who 

drove us there and cheered us on throughout the 

day.  

Absence reporting 

A reminder to please be specific when leaving a message or reporting absence due to illness to the 

office. Below is a list of things that do NOT require your child to be off from school. 

• They are tired 

• They have a cold / mild stomach ache 

• They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific symptoms / pain. 

• They are worried about something (but do let us know, so we can support them) 

We hope this link provides some help as to when to keep your child at home and when not to. 

Is my child too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form 

here.   

Many thanks to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement 

to their education by attending school as often as possible.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
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Community News 

Use your vote on local funding in Pensford 

On Saturday, 13th November at 2pm there will be a Public Consultation, held at the Memorial Hall.  

This is on how the £9000 Community Infrastructure Levy could be spent in Pensford.  One option is 

to use the money to support the building of a footbath providing better links through the village, 

including to the school.  If you live in the parish, you have a vote on this so you may well want to go 

along and find out more. 

 

Free Music Concerts 

 

 
  
We have had this message from the BANES Music Service: 
 
Hello All, 
  
Please see below 2 links that will take you to information regarding some FREE concerts that are being put on 
by Bath Philharmonia over the next few months.  Tickets are selling out fast so please sent something out to your 
school communities in the near future! 
  
Here is the press release: 
https://www.bathphil.co.uk/press 
  
And here are the details of concerts and how to claim the offer: 
https://www.bathphil.co.uk/bathphilforfree 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://www.bathphil.co.uk/press
https://www.bathphil.co.uk/bathphilforfree
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Anyone with an existing Bath and North East 

Somerset Library membership card can use the 

library. And you can join easily on the vehicle too 

– a parent just needs to show some ID. Full 

timetable can be downloaded from here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful links 
As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here , or look up Breakfast Club under 

the Parents tab of our website. 

If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist 

appointment, or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term 

time, please click here.  You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that it 

should NOT be used for unplanned absence (illness). 

If it’s easier for you to phone or email the office for these reasons, you can still do that too! 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon Wish 

List, please click here. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/mobile-library-service
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share

