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Newsletter – 19th November 2021 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling:  Henry, Izzy and Joss 

• Dragonfly: Harvey and Maddox 

• Otter: Freddie and Matthew 

• Kingfisher: Billy and Freddie 

And our headteacher award winners are: Ruby, Burt, Rose and Mollie 

Maths certificates went to:  Ellis and Audrey (KS1 Red award), Lexon (Iron 

award) 

Children in Need – Thank-you so much for your support!  

It was great to see so many inventive outfits today.  Thank you to all the families who have joined in 

the fun and helped to raise money for Children in Need. 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
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A message from Mr Barton 

This week, I’d like to appeal to you and the people in the community who you know, as we would very 

much like to find someone to support our grounds maintenance and development.  The school has 

now been without a caretaker for over four and a half years.  We have managed this through the hard 

work of our staff – in particular Mrs Mateer – and the incredible generosity of volunteers.  When 

Breakfast Club has been quiet, Mrs Mateer has willingly managed to fit in maintenance jobs around 

the school, and still does so.  However, with Breakfast Club becoming increasingly popular again (as 

mentioned in last week’s newsletter), her time is limited. 

Not only that, but as the years have gone on, the absence of a caretaker has become increasingly 

apparent as we walk around the school site.  There are a number of areas that need some ‘tlc’ and our 

reliance on volunteers, while hugely appreciated, can only take us so far. 

Since September, I have been working with The Partnership Trust on this and they have been trying 

to recruit a caretaker to work across schools in the Trust that are in a similar situation.  However, I am 

hearing that a number of schools are experiencing bicycle some difficulty with recruitment to a 

number of roles at the moment – particularly in the South West.  This has been true in the particular 

case of a caretaker: so far, the Trust have been unable to appoint one. 

We very much want to continue to invest our school budget in staff who directly support the children, 

so we are only looking for someone to do occasional work – approximately half a day per fortnight.  

This is to keep on top of our maintenance and gradually improve the look of the school site for the 

children.  A group of governors and I have decided that now is the time for us to appeal to our local 

community to see if there is anyone who might be able to take on this role. 

Below in the newsletter, therefore, is a job advert.  If you know anyone who might be interested in the 

role then please do pass this on to them.  (I’d also like to make you aware that we are continuing to 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
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advertise for a teaching assistant for Duckling class, and have extended the deadline for applications 

to 3rd December.  You can find that advert here.) 

Many thanks, and have a very good weekend, 

Warrick Barton 

Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 22nd November 

Monday 22nd Tuesday 23rd   Wednesday 24th  Thursday 25th  Friday 26h  

 Road Safety 

online workshop 

for Kingfisher 

 Otter swimming 

(week 4 of 4) 

Bath and District 

Boys’ 7-a-side 

football 

tournament 

Kingfisher author 

visit (Maz Evans) 

Football match v 

Castle (away) 

Week beginning 29th November 

Monday 29th  Tuesday 30th   Wednesday 1st  Thursday 2nd   Friday 3rd  

 Kingfisher Tag 

Rugby 

tournament at 

Chew Valley 

School 

Parent Council 

meeting 

 Deadline for 

teaching assistant 

applications: click 

here for the 

advert 

 

An opportunity – Part-time caretaker at Pensford Primary School  

 

 
Caretaker/ Groundsperson 

PAY RATES NEGOTIABLE 
 

Hours also negotiable – could be during the week or weekends 
(approximately 3-4 hours per fortnight on average initially) 

 
 Start date: as soon as possible 

 

Our small, very friendly and popular village primary school needs someone to give our 

buildings and grounds the care and maintenance that they need. We are seeking to 

appoint someone on a permanent basis for a small number of hours, to help us look after 

the school. 

The successful applicant will have relevant experience of gardening and maintenance.  They 

will be friendly, flexible and able to work unsupervised, showing initiative as well as an 

ability to stick to deadlines. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_2_2021.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Vacancies/1__Advert_Pensford_TA_Nov_2021.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Vacancies/1__Advert_Pensford_TA_Nov_2021.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Vacancies/1__Advert_Pensford_TA_Nov_2021.pdf
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At this stage, we simply welcome expressions of interest.  This will need to be followed by 

a formal recruitment process with The Partnership Trust, led by the school. 

The Partnership Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 

and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. This post 

is subject to an enhanced DBS check and satisfactory references. 

Please contact Warrick Barton using warrickbarton@pensfordschool.org or via 01761 490470 if you 
would like to find out more. 

Lunchtime clubs – an update 

We wanted to make parents aware that, due to the huge popularity of lunchtime clubs run by 

Kingfisher class, Mrs Rawlinson and Miss Cowin have supported their children in signing up in advance 

for these clubs.  This way we can ensure that everyone who wants to can attend at least one club of 

their choice, as spaces at each club are limited.  Otter children can attend too, of course, but so far 

this is working well with children simply going along to the club at 1pm. 

Thanks very much to Kingfisher and Mr Miller for arranging the clubs.  Parents may be interested to 

know the options children can choose from, which are as follows: 

Monday: Hip-hop, Dodgeball and Hockey 

Tuesday: Storytelling and Football 

Wednesday: Lego and Fitness Training 

Thursday: Computing, Art and Tag Rugby 

Friday: Singing, Basketball, Tennis and Cricket 

 

School Trip 6 th January 2022 

Years 1 to 6 will be visiting the Tobacco Theatre in Bristol to 

watch a production of “Oz” on Thursday 6th January 2022 

to support their learning in English for the term. Don’t 

forget to book via ParentPay! 

Welcome to Oz! Where all that glitters may not be what it seems… 

After a violent storm, a brave young girl finds herself lost in a world that bears no relation to her own. 

A magic land of potent poppy fields, ferocious flying monkeys and rogue rulers. 

Join us this Christmas on the yellow brick road to the Emerald City. Will Dorothy have the heart, 

courage and wit to take on the Great and Powerful Oz in order to find her way home? Sometimes the 

smallest voice can shout the loudest. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
mailto:warrickbarton@pensfordschool.org
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This new production by Tobacco Factory Theatres and Pins and Needles is based on the original The 

Wizard of Oz books by L. Frank Baum. With imaginative storytelling, original live music and humour 

for all the family, OZ will transport you to lands both wicked and wonderful. 
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Anyone with an existing Bath and North East 

Somerset Library membership card can use the 

library. And you can join easily on the vehicle too 

– a parent just needs to show some ID. Full 

timetable can be downloaded from here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful links 
As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here , or look up Breakfast Club under 

the Parents tab of our website. 

If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist 

appointment, or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term 

time, please click here.  You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that it 

should NOT be used for unplanned absence (illness). 

If it’s easier for you to phone or email the office for these reasons, you can still do that too! 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon Wish 

List, please click here. 

Reminders: the content below has been published before 

 

A message from the PTA 

Just a reminder that the Rising sun are holding a Christmas market on December 4th at 11.00am with 

over 40 craft and food stalls with live entertainment.  The stall fees are being donated to the PTA so 

local support for this event would be much appreciated. 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/mobile-library-service
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share
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Breakfast club – booking is now essential 

We are delighted that our Breakfast Club is proving very popular again, and that numbers attending 

are rising rapidly.  As parents will be aware, we have an online booking system for this which, up 

until now, has only been recommended rather than required.  It has helped us to have an idea of 

numbers to ensure sufficient staffing and supplies are in place. 

As numbers have now risen rapidly, we need to say that all places MUST be booked by 8am on a 

Friday morning in time for the following week.  Please do this on a weekly basis, even if your child 

attends each week.  This is so that we can order enough breakfast supplies on a Friday, to be 

delivered the following week.  Click here to book, and you can always find the booking link on the 

Breakfast Club page of our website. 

Many thanks to parents for their co-operation with this.  If you do unexpectedly need Breakfast Club 

please send a Dojo message to Mr Barton (out of school hours) or contact the school office during 

the day.  We will do our very best to accommodate, but it will greatly help us if the vast majority of 

places are booked in advance on a weekly basis. 

Thank-you! 

Collecting children from school and clubs – an important reminder 

We would like to politely remind parents of the importance of being on time to collect your children.  

While the vast majority of children are collected promptly, several times a week we are finding that 1 

or 2 parents are late.  This is by no means always the same people, so for individual parents it may 

well hardly be noticeable.  However, school staff are having to spend additional time on a regular basis 

looking after children beyond the pickup time.  Depending on the staff member’s role, this either 

incurs a cost to the school in overtime payment or – more usually – a cost in time for the staff member 

who then needs to extend their working day to complete their other work.  A range of staff members 

have been affected by this on different days and at different times.  Sometimes staff meetings have 

been unable to start on time as a result.  The problem does seem to have got worse in recent months. 

We hope that awareness of this issue will mean that parents can make every effort to either be on 

time or arrange for another person to collect their children if they are unavoidably delayed. If this is 

the case, please do let Clare Finnie in the school office know. 

As a last resort, we reserve the right to request a payment from parents if they are persistently late, in 

order to compensate for the additional working time staff have to complete as a result. 

Thank-you for your co-operation in this matter. 

Absence reporting 

A reminder to please be specific when leaving a message or reporting absence due to illness to the 

office. Below is a list of things that do NOT require your child to be off from school. 

• They are tired 

• They have a cold / mild stomach ache 

• They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific symptoms / pain. 

• They are worried about something (but do let us know, so we can support them) 

We hope this link provides some help as to when to keep your child at home and when not to. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Parents/Breakfast-Club/
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Is my child too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form 

here.   

Many thanks to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement 

to their education by attending school as often as possible. 
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