Newsletter – 16th September 2022
We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week:

•

Duckling: Charlie and Thomas

•

Dragonfly: Eddie and Jackson

•

Otter: Matthew and Rose

•

Kingfisher: Amelie and Anais

And our headteacher award winners are: Harry, Gwilym, Dougie and Josh

A message from Mr Barton
Thank-you to everyone who came this morning to our assembly at All Saints Church. It was
lovely to have the opportunity for the children to go the beautiful church to make our assembly
special. Although we are not a church school, the fact that the Queen was the head of the
church and is so well known for helping to bring people of all faiths and none together, this
helped us to celebrate our own school value of ‘Togetherness’. Children also had the
opportunity, if they wanted to, to write in a book of condolence. Reverend Denise will kindly
send the books to the Palace so that they will be included in the collection of very many such books from
across the country and the world.

Children also had the opportunity to light a candle in memory of the Queen, and it felt like a fitting way to
mark this moment in history.
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As parents will already be aware, and as I posted on Class Dojo last weekend, this coming Monday, 19 th
September is a Bank Holiday for the Queen’s funeral and the Department for Education has announced
that schools will be closed. School will be open again as normal from Tuesday 20th of course.
While the sombre news has no doubt touched the lives of many of us over the last week, school has
continued in a very positive way and children are all really well settled as we reach the end of our second
week. We also had the excellent news that one of our Year 6 children, Billy, has had some real success
by winning a competition to become a journalist for the day at the Bath Children’s Literature festival.
Very well done Billy!
Parents will already be aware that all except our Reception children will be going to visit the festival the
week after next. You can find the details again by clicking the links in the ‘Upcoming Events’ section
below. We’re really looking forward to our first class trips of the year.
So while the weekend will not be a typical one, I hope that you and your families enjoy the time together.
Best wishes

Warrick Barton
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Upcoming Events
Week beginning 19th September
Monday 19th

Tuesday 20th

Wednesday 21st

School CLOSED for
the Queen’s funeral
Bank Holiday

Thursday 22nd

Friday 23rd

Kingfisher swimming
(Week 3 of 4)

Week beginning 26th September
Monday 26th

Tuesday 27th

Dragonfly trip to
the Bath Children’s
literature festival

Wednesday 28th

Thursday 29th

Friday 30th

NO swimming for
Kingfisher
Trips for Otter and
Kingfisher to the
Bath Children’s
Literature festival
Cross country
event (Y5/6 team)

School Attendance
The impact of the pandemic is still with us in some ways, and all schools have been given refreshed
guidance on attendance by the Department for Education. This guidance comes into force this year,
and puts even greater emphasis on schools working with parents to ensure very high rates of
attendance now.
We have sometimes had queries from parents about when they should or shouldn’t send their child
to school with certain illnesses. We have a standing item in the newsletter each week (below) on
absence reporting, which should be helpful. The rule of thumb is that they SHOULD attend unless
they feel so unwell that they will not be able to cope in the classroom. However, there is also some
guidance about specific illnesses, and this can be found here on the NHS website. We will follow
this guidance when advising parents, and it is very useful if parents are familiar with it too.
Please also remember that if a child is unwell in the morning, but improves later in the day then they
should come into school later on. Similarly, if a child is a little under the weather first thing then do
let us know and we will keep a special eye on them and contact you if they need to be collected
early.

Important PTA news
The positions of secretary and treasurer on the PTA will be coming up this term. Anyone interested
can attend the next AGM, the details of which will be sent out to parents shortly. If anyone would
like to chat about the positions prior to the meeting they can contact Nik Cogan on 07792568330.
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Useful links and reminders
As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter.
If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here, or look up Breakfast Club
under the Parents tab of our website.
Amazon wish list. If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon
Wish List, please click here.

Absence reporting
If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist appointment,
or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term time, please click
here. You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website. Note that it should NOT be used
for unplanned absence (illness).
In the case of illness, this is our usual reminder to please be specific when leaving a message or reporting absence
due to illness to the office. Below is a list of things that do NOT require your child to be off from school.
•
•
•
•

They are tired
They have a cold / mild stomach ache
They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific symptoms / pain.
They are worried about something (but do let us know, so we can support them)

We hope this link provides some help as to when to keep your child at home and when not to: Is my child too ill for
school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk)
Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form here. Many
thanks to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement to their education by
attending school as often as possible. If you do need to request a short absence for a term time holiday, be aware
that this can only be granted in truly exceptional circumstances. Any such requests must be submitted at least 2
weeks in advance.
Although the vast majority of requests cannot result in authorised absence, we very much respect parents’ honesty
in telling us about any term time holidays.

Community News
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