
Would you like to find out more about joining the PTA or being a governor at the school? Please let the office know. 

Newsletter – 21st October 2022 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling:  Ivy and Zack 

• Dragonfly:  Elena and Isla 

• Otter:  Maci and Thea 

• Kingfisher:  Beau and Billy 

Maths certificates went to: Gwilym (Red), Amelia (Orange), Eddie (Green), 

Isabelle M and Ellis (Iron), Lily (Bronze), Eli (Gold) 

And our headteacher award winners are: Arleigh, Evan, Emily and Oscar 

Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 31st October 

Monday 31st  Tuesday 1st     Wednesday 2nd    Thursday 3rd  Friday 4th   

First day of Term 2 
Parents Evenings 

(in-person) 

NO MR MILLER’S 

SPORTS CLUB 

 

Flu Vaccinations for 

whole school (where 

parents have 

consented) 

Parents Evenings 

(remote) 

Please contact the 

teacher on Dojo if you 

would prefer face-to-face. 

Otter Swimming 

(week 1 of 4) 

Kingfisher class 

touch rugby 

tournament  

 

Week beginning 7th November 

Monday 7th  Tuesday 8th      Wednesday 9th    Thursday 10th  Friday 11th   

   Otter Swimming 

(week 2 of 4) 

Girls’ 7-a-side 

football tournament 

(details to follow) 

 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

You’ll have noticed the change to the newsletter layout, with us putting the ‘upcoming events’ 

section higher in the pecking order, between the children with certificates and me!  This has 

come about as a result of a conversation at the Parent Council meeting last week, and we have 

taken parents’ advice that the ‘upcoming events’ section is useful and could therefore be easier 

to find quickly. 

We’ve also taken their advice in trying to streamline a little the way that we communicate with you.  As a 

parent myself, I know that schools do need to send lots of information out and it can be a little confusing at 

times. 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Flu_Vaccination_Consent.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_2_2022.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/KF_touch_rugby_tournament_NOV_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/KF_touch_rugby_tournament_NOV_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/KF_touch_rugby_tournament_NOV_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_2_2022.pdf
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So I just wanted to take this chance to clarify how we use texts/ emails and Dojo differently: 

• Emails and texts are for office communication, including for anything that needs a Parent Pay item.  

This will be for slightly more formal/ official messages. 

• Dojo messages are for direct communication between teachers (and teaching assistants) and parents.  

They tend to be a little less formal, as Dojo also serves to share photos and updates on what the 

class is doing. 

• The newsletter is a combination of ‘official’ information as well as a chance to share things that 

children have been involved with.  Following feedback through the Parent Council, we will now 

publish the newsletter through Dojo School Story, as well as continuing to send the weekly text.  I 

hope that by having the ‘upcoming events’ at the top too, parents will find it a little easier to locate 

information that they need to know in a particular week. 

As always, we are also open to any further feedback on this arrangement so over the next few weeks do 

feel free to send a message to me (either through the office or on Dojo!) with any ideas about how we 

can further improve our communication. 

Staffing updates: Many parents will know Clare Finnie well from your communication with the school 

office.  Today we wished Clare well as she worked our last day with us before taking her maternity leave.  

Very best wishes for the birth, Clare and we will miss you! 

Ruth Porter, who has worked part time alongside Clare for some time, will be taking over in the office 

during this period.  We’re also very pleased to be able to welcome Charlotte Iles to our office team.  As 

well as being the mother of Eddie in Year 2, Charlotte has previously worked for the Partnership Trust at 

another school.  She’ll be in the office first thing each morning while Clare is on maternity leave. 

Finally, I want to bring you the excellent news that we can now announce the name of the teacher who 

will be taking over from Mrs Rawlinson in Duckling class.  Duckling parents will know already that Mrs 

Ruth Redman – an experienced teacher of Early Years classes – will be starting with us at the beginning 

of Term 3, in January.  We look forward to another term of Mrs Rawlinson’s expertise and it will be sad 

to say goodbye to her at Christmas. 

I hope that everyone has a very good half term week.  See you again on Monday, 31st October for the 

start of Term 2. 

Warrick Barton 

 

Halloween Party   

Thank-you so much to everyone who made a donation towards the events today, and to the PTA 

for organising it!     This has been a really good way to start our fundraising to develop the front 

playground, and we should soon be in a position to share with you some initial drawings of the 

design we will be working towards.  This will involve ‘greening up’ the space, so our Eco Team of children 

will be able to view these plans too and give their ideas and opinions, along with the School Council. 

At the time of writing, we have raised well over £600, so we have made a great first step towards 

our £4000 target to develop the front playground.  Thank-you everybody! 
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Poppies for Remembrance  

On reflection, we thought it was a bit early to start selling poppies this week!  From after half term, our School Council 

will be selling poppies and other items at the end of the school day to support the British Legion in their annual 

fundraising for veterans and families of Armed Forces members.  The recommended donation is £1 per item, but please 

donate what you can afford – cash only please. 

Eco Team Update 

The Otter class members of the school Eco Team went into 

action this week, planting up the new rain-fed plant boxes 

that Dylan in Year 6 won for our school. 

Hopefully you might have noticed this little bit of greenery 

that has now made its way into our playground, and there 

will be more to come. 

The next step for the Eco Team is to give their input into 

the designs we have commissioned for the playground as 

a whole, as we’ve mentioned above. 

We’re looking forward to sharing more news about this 

with you soon. 

 

 

Sports News 

It’s been a really successful sporting week for Pensford.  On Tuesday, the girls’ football team secured a 

convincing 9-1 win over High Littleton in the first round of their cup competition.  The boys followed 

this up the next day with a 5-1 win in their first round match against The Meadows school. 

  

Also on Wednesday, both the girls and boys Y4 cross country teams put in fantastic performances at 

the Glass House Playing Fields in Bath.  All children ran their hearts out and contributed to their team 

points.  The boys even managed 3rd place, with Freddie also gaining an individual bronze medal. 
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And as if that wasn’t enough, our netball team 

reached the final of the tournament they took part in 

at Wellsway school yesterday.  Finishing second 

means that the team qualifies to represent BANES at 

county level.  So as the smallest school in these 

tournaments, Pensford has had a brilliant sporting 

week! 

 

 

 

 

Pumpkins! 

Thanks so much to everyone who took part in the pumpkin competition.  This was great fun and there 

were some fantastic entries, as you can see.  At the time of writing, the pumpkins are yet to be judged 

but Mr Barton will be giving out a prize to the winner in each class.  Please do collect your pumpkins at 

the end of the day to enjoy in the run up to Halloween! 
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Useful links and reminders 

As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here, or look up Breakfast Club under 

the Parents tab of our website. 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon Wish 

List, please click here. 

School Attendance – a reminder 
 

The impact of the pandemic is still with us in some ways, and all schools have been given refreshed 

guidance on attendance by the Department for Education.  This guidance comes into force this year, 

and puts even greater emphasis on schools working with parents to ensure very high rates of 

attendance now. 

 

We have sometimes had queries from parents about when they should or shouldn’t send their child to 

school with certain illnesses.  We have a standing item in the newsletter each week (below) on absence 

reporting, which should be helpful.  The rule of thumb is that they SHOULD attend unless they feel so 

unwell that they will not be able to cope in the classroom.  However, there is also some guidance about 

specific illnesses, and this can be found here on the NHS website.  We will follow this guidance when 

advising parents, and it is very useful if parents are familiar with it too. 

 

Please also remember that if a child is unwell in the morning, but improves later in the day then they 

should come into school later on.  Similarly, if a child is a little under the weather first thing then do let 

us know and we will keep a special eye on them and contact you if they need to be collected early. 

 

Absence reporting 

If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist appointment, 

or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term time, please click here.  

You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that it should NOT be used for 

unplanned absence (illness). 

In the case of illness, this is our usual reminder to please be specific when leaving a message or reporting absence due 

to illness to the office. Below is a list of things that do NOT require your child to be off from school. 

• They are tired 

• They have a cold / mild stomach ache 

• They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific symptoms / pain. 

• They are worried about something (but do let us know, so we can support them) 

We hope this link provides some help as to when to keep your child at home and when not to: Is my child too ill for 

school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form here.  Many thanks 

to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement to their education by attending 

school as often as possible.  If you do need to request a short absence for a term time holiday, be aware that this can 

only be granted in truly exceptional circumstances.  Any such requests must be submitted at least 2 weeks in advance. 

Although the vast majority of requests cannot result in authorised absence, we very much respect parents’ honesty in 

telling us about any term time holidays. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
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Community News 
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