
Would you like to find out more about joining the PTA or being a governor at the school? Please let the office know. 

Newsletter – 25th November 2022 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

 Duckling:  Edward and Mimi 

 Dragonfly:  Henry, Max and Miles 

 Otter:  Amelia-Rose and Henry W 

 Kingfisher:  Eli and Kaia 

Maths certificates went to: Maddox (Violet and Iron), Martha (Orange), Eddie (Violet) 

And our headteacher award winners are: Francis, Natalya, Lily and Dylan 

Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 28th November 

Monday 28th Tuesday 29th        Wednesday 30th    Thursday 1st   Friday 2nd  

  Y2 bench ball at Chew Valley 

School 

 

B&NES Small Schools 

Sportshall athletics (info sent 

to team) 

Y3/4 football 

tournament at 

Bishop Sutton 

(rearranged due to a 

waterlogged pitch).  

Info sent to team. 

School Discos 

See below for details 

and click here to 

book 

4:30-5:30pm 

Duckling and 

Dragonfly 

6:00-7:30pm Otter 

and Kingfisher 

Week beginning 5th December 

Monday 5th Tuesday 6th        Wednesday 7th    Thursday 8th   Friday 9th  

  Christmas lunch: click here 

to say whether or not your 

child will be having it. 

This is also a FREE non-

uniform day: Christmas 

jumpers very welcome! 

Last swimming 

session for Otter 

(rescheduled from 

24th Nov) 

Home football match v 

St Keyna (info to team) 

Parent Council 

meeting 

Kingfisher whole 

class football & 

netball at Castle 

Primary 

A message from Mr Barton 

This week, I want to give parents plenty of warning of a slight change to our school day timetable 

that will take place in September 2023.  We are already open from 8:45am until 3:15pm each day, 

which amounts to 32.5 hours per week.  However, from September, the government is stipulating 

that 32.5 hours is the minimum number of compulsory hours for every school.  Currently, the 

8:45am time is simply when the doors open, and children are not required to be in school until we 

take the registers at 8:55am.  We will therefore be making an adjustment to our precise timings so 

that, from September 2023 they will be: 

8:45 am doors open (no change) 

8:50 am registers taken (this will be the new compulsory start time) 

3:20 pm children collected to go home (5 mins later than our current time). 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Whole_class_yr_2_benchball_Nov.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Whole_class_yr_2_benchball_Nov.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNjlSVlZVSERVTVlKTFFINkNIQzdVTUVVNC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNjlSVlZVSERVTVlKTFFINkNIQzdVTUVVNC4u
https://forms.office.com/r/8cpmJUVKLB
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Football_and_netball_match_9th_Dec_Castle.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Football_and_netball_match_9th_Dec_Castle.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Football_and_netball_match_9th_Dec_Castle.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Football_and_netball_match_9th_Dec_Castle.pdf
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Rest assured that nothing will change until September, so hopefully this gives everyone plenty of time to be 

prepared for the slightly earlier registration and slightly later pick up time.  Breakfast and after school clubs will 

continue to run at the usual times. 

I’d also like to let everyone know that, following the recent announcement of an additional Bank Holiday for King 

Charles’s coronation, school will be closed on Monday 8th May.  We have been told today that Year 6 SATs tests, 

which were due to be taken that week, will still go ahead but from Tuesday to Friday instead of Monday to Thursday. 

I know there has been quite a lot for parents to remember and do for us recently, relating to the school disco, 

Christmas lunch and other information we have needed such as an update to photo permissions.  We’ve also had 

letters going out about forest school trips, sports events, Kingfisher camp and other things.  I’m also aware that 

many of these things have involved money, which is certainly getting tighter for all of us at the moment.  So I just 

wanted to say a big thank-you to parents for keeping up with all this!  Regarding the voluntary contributions and 

donations for fundraising I definitely want to say a big thank-you to everyone for managing to support the school 

in this way. 

The key things to remember at the moment, if you haven’t done them already, are these: 

 TODAY by 5pm is the deadline to book a place for your child at the School Disco: click here 

 WEDNESDAY is the last day to book Christmas dinner OR tell us your child will have packed lunch.  Please 

can everyone do this: click here 

 By NEXT FRIDAY, please return the revised photo permission form (Years 1 to 6 only as Reception parents 

have already completed the new style form).  If you can’t find your form, please contact the office. 

Apologies that there is such a lot for parents to remember, and many thanks to you all for keeping up! 

Thank-you and have a very good weekend 

Warrick Barton 

Forest School 

This week it was Otter’s turn to visit Hidden Valley, and they made 

their own ‘robots’ from natural materials.  This was a nice link to their 

current topic called ‘Rise of the Robots’, in which they are learning all 

about electric circuits. 

Thanks again to Nick from the forest school for planning and 

delivering this session. 

 

   

https://forms.office.com/r/9F5km0Y8JD
https://forms.office.com/r/8cpmJUVKLB
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Sports news 
The boys’ football team did well in their tournament on Tuesday, narrowly losing in the semi-finals.  

Well done to everyone involved for a great team performance.  George was singled out for particular 

praise by the tournament organiser, Dave Burston, for his amazing goalkeeping.  Well done George 

and it’s great to see you taking centre stage in the photo! 

 

 
 

Although the Year 3/ 4 football team tournament at Bishop Sutton had to be postponed to next week, 

Otters also enjoyed a trip to Chew Valley for an invasion skills event.  Another good sporting week for 

Pensford. 
 

School Disco: A last-minute reminder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHERE: In the school hall – decorated for the occasion 

WHEN: 4:30-5:30pm for Duckling and Dragonfly children 

6:00-7:30pm for Otter and Kingfisher children 

Tickets will cost £5 (or what you can afford) available on ParentPay with all proceeds going to fund 

our exciting Playground Development Project  

Children will get:  

 a fun disco, with DJ and ex-pupil Jack Walsh on the decks! 

 a hotdog or burger (veggie or meat) 

 a drink and packet of crisps 

 a cupcake (for Duckling and Dragonfly) OR 

 glow-in-the-dark face paint (for Otter and Kingfisher) 

 The older classes can bring a small amount of cash to buy items such as tattoos and sweets 

etc and we hope to provide face painting and Christmas art activities for the younger 

children 

Parents can either drop their children off OR stay and help.  We will need helpers, so if you can do this 

please contact Emma Rehbein on 07702825567 

https://www.pensfordschool.org/Fundraising-2022-23/
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Useful links and reminders 

As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here, or look up Breakfast Club under 

the Parents tab of our website. 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon Wish 

List, please click here. 

 

Absence reporting 

If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist appointment, 

or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term time, please click here.  

You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that it should NOT be used for 

unplanned absence (illness). 

In the case of illness, this is our usual reminder to please be specific when leaving a message or reporting 

absence due to illness to the office. Below is a list of things that do NOT require your child to be off from 

school. 

 They are tired 

 They have a cold / mild stomach ache 

 They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific symptoms / pain. 

 They are worried about something (but do let us know, so we can support them) 

We hope this link provides some help as to when to keep your child at home and when not to: Is my child 

too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form here.  

Many thanks to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement to their 

education by attending school as often as possible.  If you do need to request a short absence for a term time 

holiday, be aware that this can only be granted in truly exceptional circumstances.  Any such requests must be 

submitted at least 2 weeks in advance. 

Although the vast majority of requests cannot result in authorised absence, we very much respect parents’ 

honesty in telling us about any term time holidays. 

  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaCey_14vlg1IhltH8RRyy5pUQ044WjFMMERUVDg0NkEwMlIwNExIVkxaMy4u
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
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Community News 

Bishop Sutton Pre-School and Forest Club invite you to enjoy a festive day out at their 

Christmas Fair on Saturday 10th December from 10 am until 4 pm. There will be lots of games 

for children to enjoy, Father Christmas and over 20 independent stalls selling festive items! 
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