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Newsletter – 9th December 2022 
 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling:  Ava, Charlie and Zack 

• Dragonfly:  Gwilym and Izzy 

• Otter:  Dilly and Thea 

• Kingfisher:  Freya and Josh 

Maths certificates went to: Ruby (Red); Lexie, Ellen & Natalya (Yellow); Bing (Green); 

Harry (Violet); Henry W (Gold); Anais (Platinum); Billy (Championship) 

And our headteacher award winners are: Ava, Ellis, Amelia-Rose and Eli 

Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 12th December 

Monday 12th Tuesday 13th        Wednesday 14th    Thursday 15th   Friday 16th  

 Nativity 

performances at 

Publow Church 

 Duckling Trip to the 

Tobacco Factory 

Theatre 

Last day of term 

Week beginning 2nd January 

Monday 2nd  Tuesday 3rd      Wednesday 4th    Thursday 5th   Friday 6th  

Bank Holiday – 

School Closed 

INSET Day – 

School closed 

for children 

First day of Term 3 

Menu for today will be 

sausage / veggie sausage 

and chips 

 Dragonfly, Otter and 

Kingfisher Trip to 

the Tobacco Factory 

Theatre 

A message from Mr Barton 

This will be our last newsletter of the term, with term ending next Friday, 16th December.  It’s been a 

really enjoyable week building up to our nativity performances next Tuesday, and enjoying Christmas 

lunch on Wednesday. 

Sadly, though, next week will be the last one for Mrs Rawlinson.  As you know, she will be leaving the 

school at the end of term for a change in career.  I have had the pleasure of working with Mrs Rawlinson, 

or Naomi as I know her, since I started at Pensford.  Along with Sam Miller and Jo Cowin, she was part of a newly-

recruited team of teachers that joined the school about six months before I did, in 2016.  We have worked together to 

build a school around our shared values and Naomi has been a very significant member of that team.  She will be very 

much missed by us all on the staff, and I am sure that the children and parents will miss her too.  Being the Reception 

teacher, Mrs Rawlinson is in the unique position of having taught every child in the school who started in that year group 

and I know she will be sad to leave. 

We will be looking forward, however, to Mrs Ruth Redman picking up the baton as our Reception teacher from January.  

She has been in for visits already and is very keen to get started.  We will also be delighted to welcome back Mrs Hayley 

Wain, our brilliant teaching assistant who has been on maternity leave since January.  Mrs Wain has decided to come 

back for just one day per week and will be working on Mondays across the school.  Mrs Woodhouse will therefore be 

continuing full time, which was the plan anyway until Easter.  I’m delighted that Mrs Woodhouse will now be able to 

remain at the school indefinitely. 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Christmas_Performance_Info_DEC_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Christmas_Performance_Info_DEC_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Christmas_Performance_Info_DEC_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Duckling_Tobacco_Factory_Xmas_Theatre_Trip_08_11_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Duckling_Tobacco_Factory_Xmas_Theatre_Trip_08_11_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/KS1_KS2_Tobacco_Factory_Snow_Queen_09_12_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/KS1_KS2_Tobacco_Factory_Snow_Queen_09_12_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/KS1_KS2_Tobacco_Factory_Snow_Queen_09_12_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/KS1_KS2_Tobacco_Factory_Snow_Queen_09_12_22.pdf
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So there are some changes ahead for the New Year, but for now we look forward to the last week of term and to our 

Nativity performances on Tuesday at All Saints Church, Publow.  The second of these, at 6pm, will be an opportunity for 

us all to say goodbye to Mrs Rawlinson as a school community. 

There is a reminder of the arrangements for the rehearsal below, and you can still find the detailed letter about them 

here.  I look forward to seeing lots of you at the church, and have a very good weekend before then. 

Warrick Barton 

Summary of information for parents about the Nativity  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT Strep-A advice – Please Read 
There have been quite a lot of winter coughs and colds going around, and parents may also be concerned 

about the news reports regarding Strep A.  Our Trust is working with Public Health in the local authority to 

ensure that schools are kept up to date with any developments.  Parents may well want to also read the 

official advice that can be found here and the letter from Public Health that we sent out this week is here.  

Remember that if your child is diagnosed with Scarlet Fever they must not come into school until 24 hours 

after they have started a course of antibiotics, and even then only if they feel well. 

 

Parents should know that, if your child is diagnosed with Scarlet Fever, we will need the following 

information from you: 

• When was scarlet fever diagnosed? 

• Was it diagnosed by a swab test, or by a medical professional based on the symptoms?  Or have 

antibiotics been prescribed as a precaution? 

• When was the diagnosis made? 

• At what date and time did the course of antibiotics start 

 

We will also need to be made aware of any cases of chicken pox or flu, as having either of these at the 

same time as Scarlet Fever can lead to more serious illness.  Please see the graphic on the next page about 

whether or not your child should attend school. 

 

Monday, 12th 

December 

ALL children to bring wellies and a bag to carry their shoes. 

(No longer needed as weather has been dry) 

OTTER & KINGFISHER children to bring jeans and Christmas/ 

bright jumpers 

Tuesday, 13th 

December – school 

day 

ALL children to bring wellies and a bag to carry their shoes. 

OTTER & KINGFISHER children to bring jeans and Christmas/ 

bright jumpers 

If you are attending the afternoon performance, please arrive 

at the church no earlier than 1:45pm. 

Tuesday, 13th 

December – evening 

Children to arrive at Publow Church between 5:30pm and 

5:45pm, wearing their costumes. 

Doors open no earlier than 5:30pm. 

Enjoy the show! 

https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Christmas_Performance_Info_DEC_22.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ukhsa-update-on-scarlet-fever-and-invasive-group-a-strep
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Scarlet_Fever_LetterToParents_-_07_12_22.pdf
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Christmas Disco – a thank-you 
 

Thanks once again to all involved with the Christmas Disco last Friday.  It seemed that the children had a 

brilliant time, and all went really smoothly.  Many thanks to all the parent helpers involved, and especially 

Jenny Button and Emma Rehbein for planning the event.   

 

We raised £315 towards our playground project and with the money from the Halloween event, we have 

now pretty much hit our first £1000 towards our £4000 target for the year.  Thank you very much to 

everyone who has contributed to these events. 
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After School Clubs 

Booking is now open for the After School Clubs for Term 3 – click here for more details. 

Janey Noble, who runs Create Club on Thursdays, has provided the following information about the theme 

for Term 3:  

 

 

https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Clubs/Term_3_2022-23_FINAL_07_12_222.pdf


Would you like to find out more about joining the PTA or being a governor at the school? Please let the office know. 

 

 

Christmas Lunch Photos 
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A message from Jimmy in Year 2 

I am fundraising for Barnardo's by doing a Swim, Run, Cycle and Jump for Christmas. 

"I want to raise money for Children and adults who are homeless, don't have mums and 
dads and help them have a better Christmas. I want to help them because Christmas is 
about joy and giving. If I help them get money they can have joy from the people. Getting 
millions of joy doing whatever they need to do.  

I will...  

• swim 20 widths 

• run 20 times around the park 

• cycle 20 times down my hill and back 

• jump 100 times on the trampoline! 

Please click here if you would like to donate to Jimmy’s fundraiser for Barnardo’s. 

Useful links and reminders 

As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here, or look up Breakfast Club under 

the Parents tab of our website. 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon Wish 

List, please click here. 

 

Absence reporting 

If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist appointment, 

or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term time, please click here.  

You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that it should NOT be used for 

unplanned absence (illness). 

In the case of illness, this is our usual reminder to please be specific when leaving a message or reporting 

absence due to illness to the office. Below is a list of things that do NOT require your child to be off from 

school. 

• They are tired 

• They have a cold / mild stomach ache 

• They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific symptoms / pain. 

• They are worried about something (but do let us know, so we can support them) 

We hope this link provides some help as to when to keep your child at home and when not to: Is my child 

too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form here.  

Many thanks to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement to their 

education by attending school as often as possible.  If you do need to request a short absence for a term time 

holiday, be aware that this can only be granted in truly exceptional circumstances.  Any such requests must be 

submitted at least 2 weeks in advance.  Although the vast majority of requests cannot result in authorised 

absence, we very much respect parents’ honesty in telling us about any term time holidays.  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jimmyrapps?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=jimmyrapps&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=5392f0e162db4fa9bc36b214162ab39c.
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaCey_14vlg1IhltH8RRyy5pUQ044WjFMMERUVDg0NkEwMlIwNExIVkxaMy4u
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
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Community News 

 

All Saints Church, Publow will be holding Christmas services and the whole school community is 

warmly invited. 

 

 

Bishop Sutton Pre-School and Forest Club invite you to enjoy a festive day out at their Christmas Fair 

on Saturday 10th December from 10 am until 4 pm. There will be lots of games for children to enjoy, 

Father Christmas and over 20 independent stalls selling festive items! 
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