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Newsletter – 13th January 2023 
 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the Week: 

• Duckling:  Harry and Lucas 

• Dragonfly:  Gwilym and Martha 

• Otter:  Henry M and Lillian  

• Kingfisher:  Kaia and Kenzie 

Maths certificates went to: Henry S (Red award) 

And our headteacher award winners are: Ava, Isabella, Thea and Sophia 

 

Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 16th January 

Monday 16th Tuesday 17th        Wednesday 18th    Thursday 19th   Friday 20th  

   Kingfisher swimming 

(week 2 of 4) 

 

Week beginning 23rd January 

Monday 23rd  Tuesday 24th      Wednesday 25th    Thursday 26th   Friday 27th  

   Football tournament 

(info sent to team) 

 

Kingfisher swimming 

(week 3 of 4) 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

It’s been an enjoyable start to 2023 and to Term 3.  It’s a time of year when we always focus on our 

school value of ‘Ambition’.  A few of the children have already shared with me some skills they are 

working on, or activities they would like to try or get better at this year, and it will be lovely to see how 

they get on. 

I shared in assembly the fact that I have used New Year as a time to try something new, such as learning 

a piece of music on the piano or finding out how to solve a Rubik’s cube.  It’s been great to see the children’s responses, 

including Audrey telling me about how she would really like to write a book this year (and has already started).  When it 

comes to piano, my own achievements have already been surpassed by Freya, who achieved a very impressive ‘Pass with 

Distinction’ in her Grade 3 exam last term.  As always, it is lovely to hear how children are getting on with their various 

interests, hobbies and passions and we regularly celebrate their successes on Fridays. 

After School Provision 

The New Year also seems as good a time as any to seek parents views for the second time regarding our after-school 

provision.  We know that for a small number of parents, clubs that finish at 4:30pm are not always really sufficient in 

terms of childcare.  On the other hand, we try to support parents in our very small school by having a very flexible 

Breakfast Club arrangement from 7:30am every day.  We also ensure that the clubs that do run after school are in place 

in good time for parents to book at the end of the previous term, run every week of the term and are open to children 

of all ages where needed.  This ensures a 9-hour day is available from 7:30am to 4:30pm for all parents. 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Kingfisher_Swimming_Lessons_Term_3_2022-23.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Kingfisher_Swimming_Lessons_Term_3_2022-23.pdf
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We have also introduced the possibility of booking ad-hoc sessions for our film club, giving some increased flexibility 

for parents.  Unfortunately, one-off bookings are not possible for most other clubs, but it is worth asking us about a one-

off session at the Tuesday sports club if needed. 

In addition to everything we offer above, we also explore from time to time the possibility of extending the day further.  

We have investigated again recently having a general after school club that could run later.  For an external provider to 

keep the school open longer, my enquiries show that they would need a minimum of 10 children paying around £10 per 

evening.  This means that in a school our size it is not likely to be viable.  However, if you would (almost) definitely use 

this childcare provision regularly if it were available, please click here to tell us.  If there is sufficient interest, we can follow 

this up further with external providers. 

Thank-you for helping us to be an even better school through your feedback. Meanwhile have a very good weekend, 

 

Warrick Barton 

 

Absence reporting 
 

 If you know your child will need to be absent for 

school, such as for a music exam or dentist 

appointment, or if under exceptional circumstances 

you need to request authorised holiday in term 

time, please click here.  You can also find this form 

under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that it 

should NOT be used for unplanned absence 

(illness). 

In the case of illness, this is our usual reminder to 

please be specific when leaving a message or 

reporting absence due to illness to the office. Below 

is a list of things that do NOT require your child to 

be off from school. 

• They are tired 

• They have a cold / mild stomach ache 

• They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific 

symptoms / pain. 

• They are worried about something (but do let us 

know, so we can support them) 

We hope this link provides some help as to when to 

keep your child at home and when not to: Is my 

child too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form here.  

Many thanks to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement to their 

education by attending school as often as possible.  If you do need to request a short absence for a term time 

holiday, be aware that this can only be granted in truly exceptional circumstances.  Any such requests must be 

submitted at least 2 weeks in advance. 

Although the vast majority of requests cannot result in authorised absence, we very much respect parents’ 

honesty in telling us about any term time holidays. 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUMU5NWVJPNTFDSVNOTUdSWkQ5RUdPWDNTSi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaCey_14vlg1IhltH8RRyy5pUQ044WjFMMERUVDg0NkEwMlIwNExIVkxaMy4u
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://www.pensfordschool.org/i/graphics/UKHSA_12287_Should_I_Keep_My_Child_off_School_Guidance_A3_poster_02_WEB__1_.jpg
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Sports news 

 

We were very proud of our football team’s success in the BANES Small Schools County Championship.  

Winning the final 7-0 against Chew Stoke made them Small Schools County Champions for the 

second year in a row.  Well done to the whole team and their coach Mr Miller! 

Useful links and reminders 

As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here, or look up Breakfast Club under 

the Parents tab of our website. 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon Wish 

List, please click here. 

Flu vaccination 

Please see below information about the flu vaccination: 

The School Aged Immunisation team have now finished visiting Primary schools to deliver the 

nasal flu vaccination.  The flu season continues until the end of March, and we are already 

seeing high levels of infection and hospital admissions as a result of the virus.  This year the 

vaccine is an extremely good match to the circulating virus, and it remains of benefit to your 

child, their family, and the community in which they live, to receive the vaccination throughout 

the flu season.  

If your child has not yet received the flu vaccination and you would like them to be vaccinated, 

please use the link below to book into a community clinic in your area.  

https://schoolimms.hcrgcaregroup.com/flu/2022/bookbanes  

If you have any queries or would like support, please contact our Immunisation SPA on 0300 247 

0082 or email on vcl.immunisations@nhs.net   

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share
https://schoolimms.hcrgcaregroup.com/flu/2022/bookbanes
mailto:vcl.immunisations@nhs.net


Would you like to find out more about joining the PTA or being a governor at the school? Please let the office know. 

 

Community News 

 

Children’s Community Choirs 
 

Rehearsals for both choirs will re-start this week at Chew Stoke School. 

 

Mini Melodies (ages 7 to 9 years) – Tuesdays 

Jubilee! (ages 10 to 13 years) – Thursdays 

 

Both choirs run from 3.30pm (or as soon as your children can get here!) 

and finish at 4.30pm. 

 

Looking forward to more music making this Spring! 

 

 

 

Please contact Chew Stoke Church School for more information. 

 

Chew Stoke Church School ~ A Primary Academy 

Tel:  01275 332354 

www.chewstokeacademy.org 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chewstokeacademy.org/
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