
Would you like to find out more about joining the PTA or being a governor at the school? Please let the office know. 

Newsletter – 20th January 2023 
 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the Week: 

• Duckling:  Edward and Gwen 

• Dragonfly:  Jimmy and Max 

• Otter:  Freddie and Matthew 

• Kingfisher:  Amelie and Freya 

Maths certificates went to: Gwilym & Henry S (Orange), Isabelle & Miles (Yellow), 

Lillian (Bronze), Chloe (Copper), Henry M (Olympic), Tyler (Championship) 

And our headteacher award winners are: Charlie, Evan, Rose and Zack 

 

Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 23rd January 

Monday 23rd  Tuesday 24th      Wednesday 25th    Thursday 26th   Friday 27th  

   
Football tournament 

(info sent to team) 

 

Kingfisher swimming 

(week 3 of 4) 

 

Week beginning 30th January 

Monday 

30th   

Tuesday 31st       Wednesday 1st  Thursday 2nd  Friday 3rd  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roof repairs will be taking 

place, with football 

playground out of use.  

Otter class to enter school 

via main front door. 

Forest school for Otter 

 

Teacher strike day.  We do 

not believe any closures will 

be necessary.  If this 

changes we will update 

parents as soon as we can.  

Please see letter from Emily 

Massey,  CEO of The 

Partnership Trust. 

Kingfisher 

swimming 

(week 4 of 4) 

 

Forest school for 

Dragonfly 

 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

I’d like to thank those who have already responded to the very short questionnaire I included 

last week about after school provision.  So far, we have had just 4 responses, with a maximum 

of 3 parents who have said they would use and pay for extended provision on any given day 

of the week.  So this is not, unfortunately, close to the 10 we would need to explore this option 

further with providers.  However, I am aware that there may well be other parents who have 

not yet had the time to respond.  Please can I ask that if extended provision is something that you really do 

need, you complete the form by clicking here?  I’d like to give it another week to see if there are more parents 

who would like to respond. 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Kingfisher_Swimming_Lessons_Term_3_2022-23.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Forest_School_JAN_23_Otter.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Kingfisher_Swimming_Lessons_Term_3_2022-23.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Kingfisher_Swimming_Lessons_Term_3_2022-23.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Forest_School_FEB_23_Dragonfly.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Forest_School_FEB_23_Dragonfly.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUMU5NWVJPNTFDSVNOTUdSWkQ5RUdPWDNTSi4u
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You may have missed last week’s newsletter, so you can find out more about what this extended after school 

provision survey was about by clicking here to read it. You may well want to do that before clicking the survey 

link.  Also, if you know of any parents who might like to tell us about how they would use an extended after 

school provision, please do let them know about this opportunity in case they have missed it. 

 

The other thing that may be on parents’ minds at the moment is the proposed teachers’ strike action.  The 

first date for this is Wednesday, 1st February.  Teachers in the relevant unions are under no obligation to tell 

me or the multi-academy Trust in advance whether or not they intend to strike.  What I can say is that - to 

the best of my knowledge at this time - there is only a very low risk that any classes will have to close on that 

day at Pensford and that it is very likely indeed that we will be open as normal.  Teachers have every right to 

decide their course of action on the day itself though, so I am afraid I cannot be more definite than that.  The 

chair of The Partnership Trust, Emily Massey, has also written to parents about this matter, and you can find 

her letter here. 

 

We are certainly looking forward to a ‘normal’ week next week in any case, and I wish you all a good weekend 

before that. 

 

Warrick Barton 

Timings of the school day and punctuality 

We’d like to make sure parents are fully aware of the timings at the start of the school day.  Children can come 

into the classrooms from 8:45am.  To avoid being late, they must be in by 8:55am.  We have to record as 

‘unauthorised absence’ the attendance of any child arriving more than 10 minutes late, i.e. after 9:05am.  If 

there is a very good reason why your child is late on a particular morning, please inform the school office as 

we can authorise this in exceptional circumstances. 

 

As a reminder, the times of the school day will vary slightly in September in order to accommodate a new 

requirement from the Department for Education.  In the new academic year, children will need to be in class 

5 minutes earlier, by 8:50am, and pick up will be 5 minutes later, at 3:20pm. 

 

 

Changes to school dinner menu options 

Please note these small changes to menu options next week (they are also noted on the School Meals 

Information page of our website): 

 

Monday 23rd January 2023:  Sausage / Veggie sausage (instead of meatballs / Quorn meatballs) 

 

Thursday 26th January 2023:  Bolognese (no change) / Tomato raviolini (instead of pizza) 

https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Newsletter_2022-23_Term_3/Term_3_Week_2.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Letter_all_schools_re_strike_action_20_01_23.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Parents/Primary-School-Meals-Information/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Parents/Primary-School-Meals-Information/
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Pensford’s Got Talent!  

 

 

 

After at least 4 years, we are delighted to announce 

that our Talent Show event – Pensford’s Got Talent 

– is back!  The school council enthusiastically voted 

for its return, and the show (for children only, I’m 

afraid) will be on the afternoon of Red Nose Day – 

Friday, 17th March.  If your child has any kind of 

talent they would like to demonstrate, they have 

just under 2 months to practise! 

 

 

Thank-you to Rose, of the school council, for 

producing the poster. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nut-free school! 

Please can we remind all parents and carers that some children at this school have nut allergies and so we are 

a nut-free school.  

Please check the ingredients of snack bars and make sure you don’t use peanut (or other nut) butter in 

crackers and sandwiches.  Thank you for your help in this important matter of keeping children safe. 
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Sports news 

 

More smiling faces this week, and thanks due to Mrs Mapstone and Miss Pullen for taking the boys 

netball team to Chew Valley for a netball tournament.  They all played amazingly well, with the B team 

coming 4th and the A team coming first overall. Well done everyone! 

 

Online safety 

As part of an ongoing commitment to 

supporting parents in keeping children safe 

online, we’re introducing a monthly update on 

a particular area of this issue.  For January, we 

are including this useful information from the 

NSPCC about online games.  Please click the 

picture to find out more. 

Our main message is for parents to please 

ensure that children do not have access to any 

games that are beyond the age range for their 

children. 

The NSPCC guide says this about age ratings… 

Most games have an age rating based on their themes those with violent and sexual content will 

have a higher rating. The age rating system is provided by PEGI and gives an overview of individual 

games which can help you to decide if it's appropriate. These ratings don't include communication 

features, so a game with a low age rating may let children speak to people they don't know. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-games/
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Absence reporting 
 

  

If you know your child will need to be absent for 

school, such as for a music exam or dentist 

appointment, or if under exceptional circumstances 

you need to request authorised holiday in term time, 

please click here.  You can also find this form under 

the Parents tab of the website.  Note that it should 

NOT be used for unplanned absence (illness). 

 

In the case of illness, this is our usual reminder to 

please be specific when leaving a message or 

reporting absence due to illness to the office. Below 

is a list of things that do NOT require your child to 

be off from school. 

• They are tired 

• They have a cold / mild stomach ache 

• They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific 

symptoms / pain. 

• They are worried about something (but do let us 

know, so we can support them) 

 

We hope this link provides some help as to when to keep your child at home and when not to: Is my child 

too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

 

Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form here.  

Many thanks to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement to their 

education by attending school as often as possible.  If you do need to request a short absence for a term time 

holiday, be aware that this can only be granted in truly exceptional circumstances.  Any such requests must be 

submitted at least 2 weeks in advance. 

 

Although the vast majority of requests cannot result in authorised absence, we very much respect parents’ 

honesty in telling us about any term time holidays. 

 

Useful links and reminders 

As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here, or look up Breakfast Club under 

the Parents tab of our website. 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon Wish 

List, please click here. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaCey_14vlg1IhltH8RRyy5pUQ044WjFMMERUVDg0NkEwMlIwNExIVkxaMy4u
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share
https://www.pensfordschool.org/i/graphics/UKHSA_12287_Should_I_Keep_My_Child_off_School_Guidance_A3_poster_02_WEB__1_.jpg
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Community News 

 

Children’s Community Choirs 
 

Rehearsals for both choirs has re-started at Chew Stoke School. 

 

Mini Melodies (ages 7 to 9 years) – Tuesdays 

Jubilee! (ages 10 to 13 years) – Thursdays 

 

Both choirs run from 3.30pm (or as soon as your children can get here!) 

and finish at 4.30pm. 

 

Looking forward to more music making this Spring! 

 

 

 

Please contact Chew Stoke Church School for more information. 

 

Chew Stoke Church School ~ A Primary Academy 

Tel:  01275 332354 

www.chewstokeacademy.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chewstokeacademy.org/
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