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Newsletter – 24th February 2023 
 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the Week: 

• Duckling:  Israh-Sue and Mimi 

• Dragonfly:  Isaac and Isla 

• Otter:  Matthew and Rose 

• Kingfisher:  Frankie and Freddie 

Maths certificates went to: Isla & Oakley (Red), Ellen (Green AND Iron), Matthew 

(Platinum) 

And our headteacher award winners are: Edward, Bing, Matthew and Billy 

 

Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 27th February 

Monday 27th   Tuesday 28th  Wednesday 1st  Thursday 2nd   Friday 3rd  

Deadline for photos 

from the Extreme 

Reading Challenge 

Y3/4 Football 

tournament at Odd 

Down 

Y5/6 Tag Rugby vs 

Castle (home) 

(Info sent to both 

teams) 

Y3/4 Netball Festival 

at CVS 

World Book Day 

(Dress as a word!) 

 

Otter Swimming 

Hengrove 

(lesson 2 of 4) 

 

 

 

PTA Uniform Sale 

after school 

Week beginning 6th March 

Monday 6th   Tuesday 7th  Wednesday 8th  Thursday 9th  Friday 10th  

QF Netball vs St 

John's (away) 

Y5/6 Boys and Girls 

Football tournament 

at CVS 

Y3/4 Gym 

competition at 

Baskervilles 

Gymnastics Centre 

 Otter Swimming 

Hengrove 

(lesson 3 of 4) 

Girls Football vs 

Chandag (away) 

 

 

 

PTA Uniform Sale 

after school 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

Many of you might have already seen from my Dojo post that two children from our school 

were on the local ITV news this week.  Well done to Harry (our youngest child) and Leo 

(our oldest) for representing the school at the launch event for Avon Needs Trees on 

Wednesday. 

 

Avon Needs Trees is a registered charity creating new, permanent woodland throughout 

the Bristol-Avon catchment to fight the climate and ecological emergencies. It’s an 

organisation that I’m very keen for us to work with, as it fits so well with our love of the Pensford environment 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Extreme_Reading_Challenge_Letter_08_02_23_docx.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Extreme_Reading_Challenge_Letter_08_02_23_docx.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Whole_class_Y3-4_Netball_Festival_1_March_2023.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Whole_class_Y3-4_Netball_Festival_1_March_2023.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Dressing_up_as_a_word_08_02_23.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_4_2022-23.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_4_2022-23.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Whole_class_Y5-6_Football_Tournament_7_March_2023.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Whole_class_Y5-6_Football_Tournament_7_March_2023.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Whole_class_Y5-6_Football_Tournament_7_March_2023.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_4_2022-23.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_4_2022-23.pdf
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and the emphasis we are increasingly putting 

on environmental issues in our curriculum.  

The children are often enthusiastic about 

environmental issues and it was great to see 

Harry and Leo on TV representing our 

school!  They are pictured here with Dan 

Norris, the metropolitan mayor for the West 

of England.  As I said in my Dojo post, we’ll 

be getting more involved with this woodland 

planting as it progresses, and I’ll be taking a 

walk there myself today after school to find 

out more and plan trips we can take our 

children on so they can see the woodland 

growing for themselves over time. 

 

You can find out a lot more about Avon 

Needs Trees on their lovely website here. 

 

Meanwhile, there are quite a few events 

coming up this term, including World Book 

Day next Thursday and Red Nose Day & 

Pensford’s Got Talent both happening on 

Friday 17th March.    You can even get in early 

with Red Nose Day by donating here. 

 

We also have parents evenings coming up, 

so keep an eye on the Dojo calendar this 

term and please sign up for them in the 

playground if you haven’t already.  

Have a good weekend!  Warrick Barton 

Term 4 Parents Evenings: 20th and 21st March 

Just to remind you, we will be holding parents evenings on Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st March.  Sign up 

sheets will still be available in the playground next week.  The appointments will be in-person, but if you need 

a virtual appointment instead you can tick the box to say so when you sign up. 

 

If you are not able to sign up in person for any reason, please phone the school office next term on 01761 

490470 between 9:30am and 2:30pm to book your appointment.  Please don’t ask teachers to book you an 

appointment though, as the lists are kept in the office.  Thank-you. 

 

Strike Action – Thursday 2nd March  

Parents may be aware that the National Education Union (NEU) has called a strike for Thursday 2nd March.  As 

with the previous strike, we are not expecting Pensford School to be affected.  However, we would like to 

remind parents that teachers have the right to make a decision to strike right up until the morning of the 

strike itself.  We will keep parents informed in as timely way as possible if the school is affected and any classes 

need to close. 

https://avonneedstrees.org.uk/woodlands/great-avon-wood/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rednoseday23-pensford-primary-school-7b718d80-1ecd-4d43-8301-021bcce968bf
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Parent Governor Vacancy – Deadline Extended 

Mr Barton wrote to parents last term to let them know that we have a vacancy for a parent governor at 

the moment.    Unfortunately we have not yet had any applications.  You can find the letter and 

application form, here on the letters page of our website, and our Chair of Governors, Emily Huish will 

be available in the playground today if anyone would like to ask her about the role. 

World Book Day – 2nd March 

Another reminder!   This is coming up next Thursday, and we are asking children to ‘dress up as a word’ 

this year  All the details parents need are in the letter from our English leader, Mrs Redman, which we 

sent out this week.  You can find the letter here. 

Extreme Reading Challenge over half term - Photos by Monday please 

Just a reminder (yes, another one!) that we are promoting reading through our ‘Extreme Reading 

Challenge’, which ran across half term.  We’d love to publish your photos so if there are any more that 

haven’t been brought in or sent to teachers on Dojo, please could you send them by Monday?  Many 

thanks.  Mrs Redman wrote to you last term with all you need to know and you can find her letter about 

this here. 

Absence reporting 
 

  

If you know your child will need to be absent for 

school, such as for a music exam or dentist 

appointment, or if under exceptional circumstances 

you need to request authorised holiday in term time, 

please click here.  You can also find this form under 

the Parents tab of the website.  Note that it should 

NOT be used for unplanned absence (illness). 

 

In the case of illness, this is our usual reminder to 

please be specific when leaving a message or 

reporting absence due to illness to the office. Below 

is a list of things that do NOT require your child to 

be off from school. 

• They are tired 

• They have a cold / mild stomach ache 

• They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific 

symptoms / pain. 

• They are worried about something (but do let us 

know, so we can support them) 

 

https://www.pensfordschool.org/Parents/School-Letters/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Dressing_up_as_a_word_08_02_23.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Extreme_Reading_Challenge_Letter_08_02_23_docx.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaCey_14vlg1IhltH8RRyy5pUQ044WjFMMERUVDg0NkEwMlIwNExIVkxaMy4u
https://www.pensfordschool.org/i/graphics/UKHSA_12287_Should_I_Keep_My_Child_off_School_Guidance_A3_poster_02_WEB__1_.jpg
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We hope this link provides some help as to when to keep your child at home and when not to: Is my child 

too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form here.  

Many thanks to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement to their 

education by attending school as often as possible.  If you do need to request a short absence for a term time 

holiday, be aware that this can only be granted in truly exceptional circumstances.  Any such requests must be 

submitted at least 2 weeks in advance. 

Although the vast majority of requests cannot result in authorised absence, we very much respect parents’ 

honesty in telling us about any term time holidays. 

 

Useful links and reminders 

As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here, or look up Breakfast Club under 

the Parents tab of our website. 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon Wish 

List, please click here. 

 

Community News 

 

Children’s Community Choirs 

Rehearsals for both choirs at Chew Stoke School. 

Mini Melodies (ages 7 to 9 years) – Tuesdays 

Jubilee! (ages 10 to 13 years) – Thursdays 

Both choirs run from 3.30pm (or as soon as your children can get here!) 

and finish at 4.30pm. 

Looking forward to more music making this Spring! 

 

Please contact Chew Stoke Church School for more information. 

 

Chew Stoke Church School ~ A Primary Academy 

Tel:  01275 332354 

www.chewstokeacademy.org 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share
http://www.chewstokeacademy.org/
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