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Newsletter – 3rd March 2023 
 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the Week: 

• Duckling:  Charlie and Edward 

• Dragonfly:  Bing and Martha 

• Otter:  Emily, Freddie and Mabel 

• Kingfisher:  Clara 

Maths certificates went to: Max (Iron award), Layton (Silver award), Emily (Olympic 

award) 

And our headteacher award winners are: Ava, Elena, Jenson and Tyler 

 

Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 6th March 

Monday 6th   Tuesday 7th  Wednesday 8th  Thursday 9th  Friday 10th  

QF Netball vs St 

John's (away) – team 

event 

Y5/6 Boys and Girls 

Football tournament 

at CVS 

Y3/4 Gym team 

competition at 

Baskervilles 

Gymnastics Centre 

 Otter Swimming 

Hengrove 

(lesson 3 of 4) 

Girls Football vs 

Chandag (away) – 

info sent to team 

 

 

 

PTA Uniform Sale 

after school 

Week beginning 13th March 

Monday 13th   Tuesday 14th  Wednesday 15th  Thursday 16th  Friday 17th  

Dragonfly will have 

a PGCE teaching 

student – Mrs Sarah 

MacDonald working 

in the class with 

Miss Cowin and Mrs 

Mapstone until June 

Girls’ football team 

tournament at Bath 

City 

 
 

Y5 Maths 

competition (info 

sent to team) 

Otter Swimming 

Hengrove 

(lesson 4 of 4) 

 

Red Nose Day – 

please wear red 

and… 

 

Pensford’s Got 

Talent! 

You can download a 

PGT entry form for 

your child here. 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

What an amazing World Book Day we had this year!  Thank-you so much to everyone for 

being so creative with the words you came up with for children’s costumes, and to Mrs 

Redman for organising the day.  We included lots of book-based activities across the day, 

including a live assembly over Zoom with children’s author Struan Murray.  We’ve included 

quite a lot of photos of the day for you a bit further down in the newsletter. 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Whole_class_Y5-6_Football_Tournament_7_March_2023.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Whole_class_Y5-6_Football_Tournament_7_March_2023.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Whole_class_Y5-6_Football_Tournament_7_March_2023.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_4_2022-23.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_4_2022-23.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_4_2022-23.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2022-23/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_4_2022-23.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pensfordschool.org%2Fdocs%2FSchool_Council%2FPGT_Entry_Form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pensfordschool.org%2Fdocs%2FSchool_Council%2FPGT_Entry_Form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pensfordschool.org%2Fdocs%2FSchool_Council%2FPGT_Entry_Form.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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Also this week, we had a visit from two school nurse assistants, Catherine and Hannah, who spoke to all the 

children about looking after our teeth.  They reminded the children about just how much added sugar is in a 

variety of drinks and foods.  Your child will hopefully remember some key facts: it’s recommended that 

children have no more than 6 teaspoons of sugar a day, they should brush their teeth twice a day, change 

their toothbrush every 3 months and visit the dentist twice a year.   

As a school we fully support all these health 

messages, and it’s brilliant that so many 

parents do too.  The vast majority of snacks 

that are sent in for breaktimes, for example, 

have a low or non-existent added-sugar 

content.  Also, lots of children were very 

familiar with the messages that Catherine 

and Hannah shared around dental health.  

Thank-you parents for being so aware and 

supporting your children’s health in this 

way.  The children were very respectful to 

our visitors too. 

 

 

 

 

We had another set of visitors on Monday too this week, and it was a real pleasure to welcome them.  It was 

really enjoyable to have a free Brass Quintet musical workshop for all children in Key Stages 1 and 2.  Apologies 

for the photo quality below, but many thanks to the BANES music service for providing this.  If you are 

interested in having music lessons for your child in school through the service (for a range of instruments), 

you can find the details here.  However, if your child qualifies for free school meals, then please contact the 

school office first as you may be entitled to a discount! 

 

Finally, it really was brilliant to celebrate World Book Day yesterday, and to switch the theme from characters 

to words.  Enjoy the pictures below of this, and of the Extreme Reading Challenge that ran across half term, 

and have a very good weekend. 

 

Warrick Barton 

 

World Book Day Photos 

What a brilliant World Book Day we had this year! 

Here are just a selection of photos of the amazing costumes that the children designed to represent a 

word of their choice – such a lot of creativity and imagination on display!   

Well done everyone! 

 

https://www.banesmusiconline.co.uk/site/parents-students/music-lessons-instrument-hire/
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
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Extreme Reading Challenge Photos 

Thank you to everyone who sent in such fantastic photos! 

There were extreme readers with animals, at the coast, in the snow, exploring, hiding, up trees, watching 

football, even one at the dentist! 

Congratulations to the winners – here they are: 
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Ducklings: Ivy Jackman  

 

Dragonfly: Emma Gleed    Otter: Felix Troue 

  

 

 

Kingfisher: Freya Cave 
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Sports News 

We have a very large number of sporting events happening this term.  This week alone, our tag rugby 

team played very well against Castle in a convincing win, Otter class all enjoyed a netball festival at 

Chew Valley School, and we had yet more success with football.  Our Under-9s team played incredibly 

well as a team.  In doing so, they won their tournament on Tuesday, making them County Champions! 

 

 

Monthly Online Safety Update  

This month, why not spend a few minutes with your 

child exploring the ‘Think U Know’ website?  This 

has some great resources for parents, as well as 

interactive activities for children of all ages. 

Children can collect ‘badges’ as they learn more 

about online safety.  It would be lovely to hear 

about the badges that your child collects, and we 

can celebrate this in assembly. 

Just click the picture to get started, or go to 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk . 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
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Calling all musicians…  

 

And all nature lovers…  
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Absence reporting 
 

  

If you know your child will need to be absent for 

school, such as for a music exam or dentist 

appointment, or if under exceptional circumstances 

you need to request authorised holiday in term time, 

please click here.  You can also find this form under 

the Parents tab of the website.  Note that it should 

NOT be used for unplanned absence (illness). 

 

In the case of illness, this is our usual reminder to 

please be specific when leaving a message or 

reporting absence due to illness to the office. Below 

is a list of things that do NOT require your child to 

be off from school. 

• They are tired 

• They have a cold / mild stomach ache 

• They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific 

symptoms / pain. 

• They are worried about something (but do let us 

know, so we can support them) 

 

We hope this link provides some help as to when to keep your child at home and when not to: Is my child 

too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form here.  

Many thanks to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement to their 

education by attending school as often as possible.  If you do need to request a short absence for a term time 

holiday, be aware that this can only be granted in truly exceptional circumstances.  Any such requests must be 

submitted at least 2 weeks in advance. 

Although the vast majority of requests cannot result in authorised absence, we very much respect parents’ 

honesty in telling us about any term time holidays. 

 

Useful links and reminders 

As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here, or look up Breakfast Club under 

the Parents tab of our website. 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon Wish 

List, please click here. 

 

Community News 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaCey_14vlg1IhltH8RRyy5pUQ044WjFMMERUVDg0NkEwMlIwNExIVkxaMy4u
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share
https://www.pensfordschool.org/i/graphics/UKHSA_12287_Should_I_Keep_My_Child_off_School_Guidance_A3_poster_02_WEB__1_.jpg
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Children’s Community Choirs 

Rehearsals for both choirs at Chew Stoke School. 

Mini Melodies (ages 7 to 9 years) – Tuesdays 

Jubilee! (ages 10 to 13 years) – Thursdays 

Both choirs run from 3.30pm (or as soon as your children can get here!) 

and finish at 4.30pm. 

Looking forward to more music making this Spring! 

 

Please contact Chew Stoke Church School for more information. 

 

Chew Stoke Church School ~ A Primary Academy 

Tel:  01275 332354 

www.chewstokeacademy.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chewstokeacademy.org/
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