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Newsletter – 7th January 2022 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling:  Holden and Oakley 

• Dragonfly: Layton and Mabel 

• Otter: Lexon and Phoebe 

• Kingfisher: Maya, and the Whole Class 

And our headteacher award winners are: Miles, Bing, Poppy and Billy 

Maths certificates went to: Archie (Copper award), Oscar F (Championship 

award) 

A message from Mr Barton 

It’s just a very short newsletter this week, after our first three days of term.  It was great to be 

able to welcome (almost) everyone back to school, with COVID affecting just a small number 

of children.  As I said in my letter at the start of term, it’s also been brilliant to welcome our 

two new staff-members, Mrs Nadia Woodhouse and Mr Eric Knapp.  Mrs Woodhouse has 

quickly become part of the Ducklings team, and Eric has really thrown himself in to work on 

the school grounds.   

Thank-you so much to all parents for providing packed lunches on the first two days of term, while Sarah 

Medcraft was in isolation.  We will all be doing our very best to keep everything going as smoothly as possible 

during any further staff absences and I am always so grateful for the fantastic support our parents give us in 

challenging circumstances. 

 

It was a real pleasure for all of us who went on the Key Stage 1&2 trip to the Tobacco Factory Theatre yesterday.  

The show was imaginative, inspirational and impressive as always and a great way to start the term.   I’d like to 

thank Mr Miller for arranging this trip, after he initiated the idea in 2017.  It has become a really good feature 

of our curriculum to base our literacy learning around a live theatre performance each January.  The children 

always seem to enjoy this memorable alpaca experience.  Thanks too to Mr Miller for arranging with the theatre 

that the children who had to isolate on the day of the trip could watch a video version of the show instead. 

We look forward to a good term ahead, and I wish you an enjoyable weekend. 

Warrick Barton 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
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Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 10th January 

Monday 10th  Tuesday 11th   Wednesday 12th   Thursday 13th    Friday 14th  

   Kingfisher 

Swimming (Week 

1 of 4) 

After school: 

Home netball 

match v Chew 

Stoke 

Week beginning 17th January 

Monday 17th Tuesday 18th Wednesday 19th Thursday 20th  Friday 21st 

   Kingfisher 

Swimming (Week 

2 of 4) 

Information session 

for parents of 

children with 

special educational 

needs (Miss Cowin 

will send out 

details) 

 

 

Useful links 
As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here , or look up Breakfast Club under 

the Parents tab of our website. 

If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist 

appointment, or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term 

time, please click here.  You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that it 

should NOT be used for unplanned absence (illness). 

If it’s easier for you to phone or email the office for these reasons, you can still do that too! 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon Wish 

List, please click here. 

Breakfast club – booking is now essential 

We are delighted that our Breakfast Club is proving very popular again, and that numbers attending 

are rising rapidly.  As parents will be aware, we have an online booking system for this which, up 

until now, has only been recommended rather than required.  It has helped us to have an idea of 

numbers to ensure sufficient staffing and supplies are in place. 

As numbers have now risen rapidly, we need to say that all places MUST be booked by 8am on a 

Friday morning in time for the following week.  Please do this on a weekly basis, even if your child 

attends each week.  This is so that we can order enough breakfast supplies on a Friday, to be 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Kingfisher_Swimming_Lessons_Term__2022.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Kingfisher_Swimming_Lessons_Term__2022.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Kingfisher_Swimming_Lessons_Term__2022.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Kingfisher_Swimming_Lessons_Term__2022.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share
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delivered the following week.  Click here to book, and you can always find the booking link on the 

Breakfast Club page of our website. 

Many thanks to parents for their co-operation with this.  If you do unexpectedly need Breakfast Club 

please send a Dojo message to Mr Barton (out of school hours) or contact the school office during the 

day.  We will do our very best to accommodate, but it will greatly help us if the vast majority of 

places are booked in advance on a weekly basis. 

Thank-you! 

Absence reporting 

A reminder to please be specific when leaving a message or reporting absence due to illness to the 

office. Below is a list of things that do NOT require your child to be off from school. 

• They are tired 

• They have a cold / mild stomach ache 

• They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific symptoms / pain. 

• They are worried about something (but do let us know, so we can support them) 

We hope this link provides some help as to when to keep your child at home and when not to. 

Is my child too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form 

here.   

Many thanks to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement 

to their education by attending school as often as possible. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Parents/Breakfast-Club/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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