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Newsletter – 4th March 2022 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling:  Emma and Hudson  

• Dragonfly: Natalya and Harvey 

• Otter: Eli and Kaia 

• Kingfisher: Arthur and Darsh 

And our headteacher award winners are: Isla, Layton, Clara and Billy 

Maths certificates went to: Eddie & Harry (Orange), Ellis (Yellow), Audrey (Green), 

Layton (Iron), Maci, Henry W & Emily (Silver) 

A message from Mr Barton 

Welcome back to school after a windy half term 

break!  Our School Value of this term is ‘Respect’ 

and, as usual, I led an assembly on Monday to 

introduce this value.  We also said ‘well done’ to 

Rashford House who were again the winners of 

the House Cup last term, when we focused on ‘Ambition’.  

However this time around, the concept of ‘values’ seemed even 

more important than usual, given the events in  Ukraine that 

many children have been aware of. 

So we also looked at another set of values that children have 

learned about previously: Democracy, Respect, Individual Liberty 

and Law. These are referred to by the Department for Education 

and Ofsted as ‘British’ values.  However, the recent events have 

highlighted how they have a reach far wider than that.  The 

children as a whole, taking account of their different ages, have 

been learning for some time what these values mean, because I 

refer to them and teach about them in assemblies from time to time, alongside our school values.  

They were able to therefore apply this knowledge to understanding the events in Ukraine and I 

was very impressed with the accurate knowledge, understanding and empathy that children 

displayed in assembly on Monday.  It’s also been wonderful to see the community response to a 

collection of items needed by Ukrainian refugees 

organised at the Rising Sun. 

We also took the opportunity to remind children that if 

they are worried about anything they can talk to a trusted 

adult, both at home and at school.  While some children 

will not have any concerns at all about events beyond 

their immediate environment, for others we know that 

some anxiety can arise out of news such as this.  So we 
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http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
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have made sure that as a staff we are ready to support, reassure and inform children as needed, 

and as appropriate to their age and understanding. 

We finished the assembly on a very positive and optimistic note, looking forward to a fantastic 

term ahead.  Events such as World Book Day, Red Nose Day, and Forest School will hopefully allow 

children to focus on enjoyment of school, despite the current events on a more global scale. 

And I’d like to say ‘good luck’ to Eddie and Natalya who will be taking part in the Big Bath Sleep 

Out this weekend, having been inspired by one of the assemblies last term that Mr Miller arranged 

with Julian House.  If you would like to sponsor them, clicking their picture below will take you to 

their Just Giving Page. 

 

Good luck to all who are taking part in this event, and I hope that everyone has a good weekend. 

Warrick Barton 

Long hair – a reminder  

Teachers across the school have asked us to remind parents through the newsletter that children 

with long hair should have it tied back in school.   This has been an issue recently with a number 

of children having long hair down, presenting a danger in the playground and a distraction from 

learning at times.  Here is a copy of the relevant information from our website, which can be found 

under the ‘Parents’ tab: 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/eddie-and-natalyas-big-sleep-out
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Parents/Appearance-and-Belongings/
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Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 7th March 

Monday 7h  Tuesday 8th  Wednesday 9th     Thursday 10th  Friday 11h  

   Otter swimming 

(Week 2 of 4) 

Forest school for 

Kingfisher (am) and 

Duckling (pm) 

 

Week beginning 14th March 

Monday 14h  Tuesday 15th  Wednesday 16th     Thursday 17th  Friday 18h  

 Y5/6 Football 

tournament for 

boys’ and girls’ 

teams at CVS 

After school: Girls’ 

Bath School 

Games Bee 

Netball 

Tournament 

 Bath and District 

Tag Rugby 

tournament for 

some Y5/6 pupils – 

details to follow 

Otter swimming 

(Week 3 of 4) 

Forest school for 

Dragonfly (am) and 

Otter (pm)  

Red Nose Day!  

Please come 

wearing as 

much red as 

you can. Noses 

will be on sale 

in school soon. 

 

Parents ’ Evenings 

We will be holding Parents’ Evenings towards the end of term, on Tuesday 29th and Wednesday 

30th March.  We want to offer both in-person and remote (Zoom) meetings as before, as we know 

there are benefits to both.  So the arrangements will be: 

Date Format First appointment Last appointment 

Tuesday, 29th 

March 

Remote (Zoom) 3:50pm 5:50pm 

Wednesday, 30th 

March 

In-person (school 

hall) 

3:30pm 5:50pm 

Sign up sheets will be available in the playground from 8:30am on Monday morning, and will be 

available across the week before and after school for parents to sign up for their appointments. 
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https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_4_2022.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Forest_School_MAR_22_Kingfisher.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Forest_School_MAR_22_Duckling.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Y5_6_football_March_15th.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Y5_6_football_March_15th.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Y5_6_football_March_15th.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Y5_6_football_March_15th.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Netball_tournament_15_3_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Netball_tournament_15_3_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Netball_tournament_15_3_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Netball_tournament_15_3_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Netball_tournament_15_3_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_4_2022.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Forest_School_MAR_22_Dragonfly.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Forest_School_MAR_22_Otter.pdf
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World Book Day 

We had a great day yesterday, starting 

with an assembly led by the brilliant 

author Emma Read.  In the afternoon the 

children really enjoyed making their book 

characters through the little-known art 

genre of the baking potato.  You can see 

some of their wonderful creations on the 

next page. 

Thanks very much to everyone who 

supported this by sending in potatoes 

and art materials, and to children who 

came prepared having thought about 

what they would make.  Well done 

everyone! 
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We hope you agree that these look great and that the children worked really hard.  Special 

congratulations go to the winners of this design competition in each class, who were Hudson, 

Layton, Matthew and Sophia. 

And speaking of vegetables….  

Eat them to Defeat them – healthy eating campaign in school  

Our caterers, Edwards and Ward, have encouraged us to join 

the national ‘Eat them to Defeat them’ campaign to celebrate 

and encourage children’s healthy eating.  We’ve readily 

agreed, as we think this will be great for children.  On Monday, 

Mr Barton will be letting the children know all about this.  We 

want to challenge the notion that many children seem to have 

that they should only eat foods that they ‘like’. 

When it comes to education, children seem to fully 

understand that they may not like every single subject that 

they do in school, but they should take part in all their lessons 

as they all contribute to their education and future life 

chances.  However, when it comes to food there are a number of children who don’t take the same 

attitude to food.  Eating vegetables, for some, is not their mountain favourite thing.  However, children 

are aware that it is a very healthy thing to do and will benefit them over time: feeling better, reducing 

the impact of illness, and ultimately improving life chances and life expectancy. 

So we want to encourage children to eat vegetables not just because they like them but because they 

fully understand the health benefits, and that by setting an example they can help their peers to get 

good habits going too. 
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So over the next four weeks, why not encourage your child to have a school dinner as often as 

possible.  That way they can join in with this campaign and be part of helping give everyone an even 

healthier diet! 

There will be a featured vegetable, to taste each week, as well as the usual offer of vegetables with 

every meal. 

    

Uniform Swap Shop 

If you are looking to buy new uniform for your child as they grow bigger, please do think about taking 

a look at our Uniform Swap Shop first.  Uniform here is completely free to take for anyone who wants 

it, and has been donated by parents whose children have outgrown their current uniform. 

It makes sense to save money and the environment by recycling this good quality uniform.  If you 

would like to take a look, then please contact the school office. 

Also, if anyone has an hour to spare to help sort the donations into sizes that would be very much 

welcomed.  Much of our stock is already sorted but we have had several donations since it was last 

done. 

While all the uniform is completely free, and you can take as much as you like, we will of course not 

say no to any donations parents would like to make to the PTA when they do take advantage of the 

Swap Shop! 

Useful links and reminders 
As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here , or look up Breakfast Club under 

the Parents tab of our website. 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon Wish 

List, please click here. 

Absence reporting 

If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist 

appointment, or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term 

time, please click here.  You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that it 

should NOT be used for unplanned absence (illness). 

In the case of illness, this is our usual reminder to please be specific when leaving a message or reporting 

absence due to illness to the office. Below is a list of things that do NOT require your child to be off from 

school. 

• They are tired 

• They have a cold / mild stomach ache 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
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• They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific symptoms / pain. 

• They are worried about something (but do let us know, so we can support them) 

We hope this link provides some help as to when to keep your child at home and when not to: Is my child 

too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form here.  

Many thanks to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement to their 

education by attending school as often as possible. 

Community News 
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