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Newsletter – 18th March 2022 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling:  Gwylim, Martha and Henry 

• Dragonfly:  Ellis, Maci and Maddox 

• Otter: Dylan and Zack 

• Kingfisher: Billy and Charlotte 

And our headteacher award winners are: Isabella, Emlyn, Frankie and Tyler 

Maths certificates went to: Bing and Isabelle (Red award), Maddox (Orange), Ellis 

(Green), Thea (Copper) 

A message from Mr Barton 

While COVID has still undoubtedly affected us this week, it was great that yesterday 

the planned rugby tournament could go ahead for Kingfisher children.  Thanks to 

some fantastic support from a group of parents, this could go ahead even without 

Mr Miller.  Mrs Croucher stepped in too, and I am very pleased that the children 

enjoyed the event so much. 

As you may have seen from Dojo, they won 

the Plate Cup, having only narrowly missed 

out on a place in the finals for the Cup.  On 

top of that, the children got to meet ex-

England and Bath rugby player Matt Banahan, 

as well as Stuart Hooper, director of rugby at 

Bath.  So many many thanks to all those who 

made this happen, and welcome back to Mr 

Miller who finally ended his COVID isolation 

period today! 

Also, it was good news that Louise and Nick 

from Hidden Valley were able to go ahead 

with our forest school sessions yesterday.  

Both Duckling and Otter class really enjoyed 

their time in the woods.  Both classes continued their topic learning as part of the forest school 

sessions: Otter have been learning about rainforests, so linked this to learning about the plants 

that grow here and the first signs of spring; Dragonfly nose class are studying ‘maps and routes’ 

so were able to use some compasses to learn about different directions.  They also made some 

fantastic-looking carrot cars! 

You can see some photos of forest school on the next page. 

So it’s been a great week all round and lovely to see the sun shining at last.  Have a very good 

weekend everybody. 

Warrick Barton 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
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Governor recruitment 

Due to the upcoming retirement of two key governors, including our Chair of Governors Nigel 

Chambers, the school is now actively seeking new members of our Local Governing Body to 

support the leadership of our school. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
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This is an excellent opportunity for members of the community with a wide variety of skills to 

engage in a very rewarding and important role in supporting Pensford Primary School.  We already 

have our quota of parents on the LGB, so we must now recruit community members who are not 

already parents or carers of children at Pensford.  However, our parent community may well know 

others who would be interested in finding out more and will no doubt help us by spreading the 

word. 

The role of school governor will particularly suit anyone who has one evening to spare each term, 

as well as occasional meetings during typical working hours.  Expertise in education is desirable, 

but equally any experience in fields such as finance, law, safeguarding, health and safety, health, 

and education in its widest sense, is also useful.  None of this experience is a requirement though.  

Above all, we are seeking individuals who simply have a desire to support their community by 

committing time to ensure the effective running of our village primary school. 

Please do pass this message on as widely as you can.  Anyone interested in a governor role should 

get in touch with Nigel Chambers using nigelchambers@pensfordschool.org . 

Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 21st March 

Monday 21st   Tuesday 22nd  Wednesday 23rd    Thursday 24th  Friday 25h  

   Otter swimming 

(Week 4 of 4) 

 

 

Week beginning 28th March 

Monday 28th   Tuesday 29th  Wednesday 30th  Thursday 31st  Friday 1st   

  

 

 

Parents Evening 

Zoom 

appointments 

Parent Council 

meeting 

 

Parents Evening in-

person 

appointments 

  

 

 

After school: 

Uniform Swap 

Shop (see 

below) 

Use of playground equipment before and after school  

Please can we remind parents of younger children (Year 1 and below) that the tall climbing equipment in 

the playground is designed for children of Year 2 age and above.  This is the manufacturer’s guidance, not 

simply a school rule. 

So please can parents ensure that this equipment is not used by their younger children, in the interests of 

their safety.  To help reduce the temptation for younger ones, please can parents also make sure that older 

children do not use the tall climbing equipment either, before and after school.  The lower equipment can 

be used, but parents and carers are responsible for their children at these times.  Thank-you. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
mailto:nigelchambers@pensfordschool.org
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_4_2022.pdf
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Uniform Swap Shop 

We’ll be brining spare uniform to the front of the school today, so that parents can take advantage of 

the Uniform Swap Shop. 

If you are looking to buy new uniform for your child as they grow bigger, please do think about taking 

a look at our Uniform Swap Shop first.  Uniform here is completely free to take for anyone who wants 

it, and has been donated by parents whose children have outgrown their current uniform. 

It makes sense to save money and the environment by recycling this good quality uniform.  If you 

would like to take a look, then please contact the school office. 

Also, if anyone has an hour to spare to help sort the donations into sizes that would be very much 

welcomed.  Much of our stock is already sorted but we have had several donations since it was last 

done. 

While all the uniform is completely free, and you can take as much as you like, we will of course not 

say no to any donations parents would like to make to the PTA when they do take advantage of the 

Swap Shop! 

Useful links and reminders 
As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here , or look up Breakfast Club under 

the Parents tab of our website. 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon Wish 

List, please click here. 

Absence reporting 

If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist 

appointment, or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term 

time, please click here.  You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that it 

should NOT be used for unplanned absence (illness). 

In the case of illness, this is our usual reminder to please be specific when leaving a message or reporting 

absence due to illness to the office. Below is a list of things that do NOT require your child to be off from 

school. 

• They are tired 

• They have a cold / mild stomach ache 

• They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific symptoms / pain. 

• They are worried about something (but do let us know, so we can support them) 

We hope this link provides some help as to when to keep your child at home and when not to: Is my child 

too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form here.  

Many thanks to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement to their 

education by attending school as often as possible. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
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