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Newsletter – 1st April 2022 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling:  Holden, Imber and Jackson 

• Dragonfly:  Burt and Emlyn 

• Otter: Freya and Rose 

• Kingfisher: Lilou and Max 

And our headteacher award winners are: Emma, Ellen, Freddie G and Josh 

Maths certificates went to: Lexie & Penny (Red), Natalya (Orange), Lilian & Phoebe 

(Iron), Archie (Silver), Poppy (Gold) 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

With term ending next Thursday, 7th April, this will be our last newsletter of term.  

Parents will have seen on Dojo a number of really enjoyable events that have taken 

place over the last couple of weeks, and I wanted to share some of these with all of 

you…. 

 

 

Duckling class enjoyed 

trying different foods 

when they learned about 

the Jewish Passover in 

their R.E. lessons 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
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Ducklings also went on a walk to post letters they 

had written 

Dragonfly went on a local walk too, armed 

with maps and the knowledge they have 

learned about compass directions, routes 

and human and physical geography 

during their topic work this term. 

 

 

 

They even got to see the top of the viaduct, thanks to 

Oscar (Y6)’s grandma allowing them into her garden! 
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In Otter class, the children really enjoyed a live workshop with artist John Dyer.  I absolutely 

loved the paintings he helped them to do. They are studying rainforests, but the workshop 

focussed on a different habitat – animals of the savannah – helping to build their knowledge 

around habitats but most importantly having a lot of fun creating their own art. 

  

  

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://johndyergallery.com/
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Kingfisher went to forest school and 

used tools to cut wood, hammer nails 

and create a letter that represented 

something or someone that is special 

to them.  Using tools such as saws and 

hammers was a new experience for 

many of the children, and they were 

proud to show me what they had 

created. 
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The forest school sessions for all classes have been really enjoyable and I’m grateful to Nick and 

Louise from Hidden Valley Bushcraft for running them, and to parents whose voluntary contributions 

have made them possible.  If your child (aged 9-11) particularly enjoys the outdoors, and wouldn’t 

mind being on TV, they might be interested in the opportunity advertised on the next page!  It’s 

possible that Hidden Valley may be involved in this production. 

So, with that news of all the practical experiences and memories the children have been building 

over the last week or two, I wish you a good weekend.  And I hope you all have a very happy Easter 

holiday when it comes at the end of next week. 

Warrick Barton 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u


Have you found the hidden random word?  If so, click here to enter the prize draw. 

Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 4th April 

After school clubs will be largely unchanged for next term. We are finalising the clubs letter, which will 

be sent to parents on Tuesday/ Wednesday next week. 

Monday 4th   Tuesday 5th  Wednesday 6th  Thursday 7th Friday 8th  

Kingfisher trip to 

Bath Abbey 

(Some Kingfisher & 

Otter children to 

Mendip Activity 

Centre Day) 

 KS2 mixed netball 

tournament at 

Chew Valley School 

Last Day of Term 4 

 

Term 5 starts on 

Monday, 25th April 

INSET DAY – 

School Closed 

Week beginning 25th April 

Monday 25th   Tuesday 26th Wednesday 27th  Thursday 28th Friday 29th  

First Day of 

Term 5 

  Sportshall Athletics 

Small Schools Finals 

(Team from 

Kingfisher to attend) 

 

A TV Opportunity for your child…? 
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https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Kingfisher_Bath_Abbey_-_Easter_Experience_040422.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Kingfisher_Bath_Abbey_-_Easter_Experience_040422.pdf
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COVID rules changes 

The Partnership Trust has provided us with the following information to share with you about the new guidance 
relating to COVID, which applies from today: 

As you will be aware, the Government has previously signalled there could be changes to the ‘living with Covid’ 
arrangements from 1 April.  Whilst, at the time of writing, full guidance is awaited the Government have 
released information in a news article that provides as follows:    

• From 1 April, people with symptoms of a respiratory infection, including COVID-19, and a high 
temperature or who feel unwell should to try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people, until 
they feel well enough to resume normal activities and they no longer have a high temperature.   

• From 1 April, adults with a positive COVID-19 test result are advised to try to stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people for five days and young people under 18 for three days, which is when they 
are most infectious.  

• Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and 
avoid contact with other people, where they can. They can go back to school or childcare when they 
no longer have a high temperature, and they are well enough to attend.   

We would kindly request that in order to keep all of our school community as healthy as possible you follow this 
guidance.  Please ensure that if your child is absent from school you let the school know in the usual way.   
Please be advised that schools are no longer able to order test kits and have been advised that they should not 
distribute any surplus kits to staff or pupils unless directed to do so by public health or the local authority.   
We appreciate that these changes, particularly where prevalence remains, may cause anxiety for some members 
of our community.  Please be assured that we will of course continue to put in place the following control 
measures:   

• Ensuring good hygiene   
• Maintaining cleaning regimes   
• Keeping spaces well ventilated   
• Following Public Health Advice   

As always, if you have any questions at all, please contact the school office or your child’s class teacher in the first 
instance.  
  

Class Dojo T ’s & C ’s 

We wanted to make sure all April parents are aware that Class Dojo is run by a company in the USA.  

This means that privacy laws are US ones, not UK.  However, Class Dojo do have the following 

paragraphs in their Privacy Policy:  

WHAT IF I’M NOT IN THE U.S.? 

ClassDojo is hosted and operated in the United States. If you use the Service from the European 

Union or the United Kingdom, or any other region with laws governing data collection, protection 

and use that may differ from United States law, please note that you may be transferring your 

personal information outside of those jurisdictions to the United States. Where we transfer, store 

and process your personal information outside of the United Kingdom, European Union, or EEA, we 

have ensured that appropriate safeguards are in place to ensure an adequate level of protection for 

the rights of data subjects based on the adequacy of the receiving country’s data protection laws, 

for instance by entering into standard contractual clauses (where we process data as a Processor for 

schools) or an alternative mechanism for the transfer of data as approved by the European 

Commission (Art. 46 GDPR) or other applicable regulator. For more information on these safeguards, 

please see our FAQ. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/changes-to-covid-19-testing-in-england-from-1-april


Have you found the hidden random word?  If so, click here to enter the prize draw. 

By using the Service, you consent to the transfer of your personal information outside your home 

jurisdiction, including to the United States, and to the storage of your personal information in the 

United States, for the purpose of hosting, using and processing the personal information in 

accordance with this Privacy Policy. You further acknowledge that these countries may not have the 

same data protection laws as the country from which you provided your personal information, and 

that ClassDojo may be compelled to disclose your personal information to U.S. authorities. You have 

the right to withdraw your consent at any time by contacting us as described in the “Contacting 

ClassDojo” section below. 

Basically, 

Our servers are located in the U.S., so if you are using the Service from any other country, your data 

might be transferred to the U.S. 

We believe that Class Dojo is an incredibly useful platform.  No information about your child other 

than what we share with you on Dojo, and their name, is uploaded to Class Dojo by us.  You can read 

the full Privacy Policy here and if you have any queries for the school, please get in touch with Mr 

Barton. 

 

Governor recruitment – please do share this if you haven’t already!  

Due to the upcoming retirement of two key governors, including our Chair of Governors Nigel 

Chambers, the school is now actively seeking new members of our Local Governing Body to 

support the leadership of our school. 

This is an excellent opportunity for members of the community with a wide variety of skills to 

engage in a very rewarding and important role in supporting Pensford Primary School.  We 

already have our quota of parents on the LGB, so we must now recruit community members who 

are not already parents or carers of children at Pensford.  However, our parent community may 

well know others who would be interested in finding out more and will no doubt help us by 

spreading the word. 

The role of school governor will particularly suit anyone who has one evening to spare each term, 

as well as occasional meetings during typical working hours.  Expertise in education is desirable, 

but equally any experience in fields such as finance, law, safeguarding, health and safety, health, 

and education in its widest sense, is also useful.  None of this experience is a requirement though.  

Above all, we are seeking individuals who simply have a desire to support their community by 

committing time to ensure the effective running of our village primary school. 

Please do pass this message on as widely as you can.  Anyone interested in a governor role 

should get in touch with Nigel Chambers using nigelchambers@pensfordschool.org . 

Equipment Needed for Mayfly Project – Can you help? 

Kingfisher class will soon be starting a ‘wildlife-in-the-classroom’ project to support their study of life 

cycles.  They will be collecting and endurance caring for mayfly larvae and releasing the adults at the 

riverside.  For this they will need empty 2-litre plastic bottles.  They will also need 1 or 2 small fridges (eg 

drinks fridges).  If you have one we can borrow, please can you let Mr Miller or Mr Barton know.  Thank-

you! 
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Uniform Swap Shop 

We’ll be bringing spare uniform to the front of the school again today.  This is so that parents can 

take advantage of the Uniform Swap Shop. 

If you are looking to buy new uniform for your child as they grow bigger, please do think about 

taking a look at our Uniform Swap Shop first.  Uniform here is completely free to take for anyone 

who wants it, and has been donated by parents whose children have outgrown their current uniform. 

It makes sense to save money and the environment by recycling this good quality uniform.  If you 

would like to take a look, then please contact the school office. 

Also, if anyone has an hour to spare to help sort the donations into sizes that would be very much 

welcomed.  Much of our stock is already sorted but we have had several donations since it was last 

done. 

While all the uniform is completely free, and you can take as much as you like, we will of course not 

say no to any donations parents would like to make to the PTA when they do take advantage of the 

Swap Shop! 

Useful links and reminders 
As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here , or look up Breakfast Club 

under the Parents tab of our website. 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon 

Wish List, please click here. 

Absence reporting 

If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist 

appointment, or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term 

time, please click here.  You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that 

it should NOT be used for unplanned absence (illness). 

In the case of illness, this is our usual reminder to please be specific when leaving a message or reporting 

absence due to illness to the office. Below is a list of things that do NOT require your child to be off from 

school. 

• They are tired 

• They have a cold / mild stomach ache 

• They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific symptoms / pain. 

• They are worried about something (but do let us know, so we can support them) 

We hope this link provides some help as to when to keep your child at home and when not to: Is my child 

too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form here.  

Many thanks to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement to 

their education by attending school as often as possible. 

Community News 
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