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Newsletter – 29th April 2022 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling:  Imber, Joss and Martha 

• Dragonfly:  Maci and Penny 

• Otter: Freddie and Seren 

• Kingfisher: Freddie and Tyler 

And our headteacher award winners are: Imber, Mabel, Kenzie and George 

 

A message from Mr Barton 

It’s great to be back after the Easter break and I hope that you were all able to enjoy some 

good times with your children over the holidays.  Term 5 will be short, but packed with 

some important and exciting events.  Our value of the term is ‘Excellence’ and as children 

approach the last phase of their year group, we’re focused on helping them achieve their 

‘personal best’ with their school work. 

For the first time since 2019, national assessments are back in place.  This means that the majority of 

children in school will undertake some formal assessments over this term and next.  This process will be 

new to many parents, so I just wanted to outline for you what will be happening for the different year 

groups.  In all cases, and particularly with the younger children, the emphasis is very much on ‘business 

as usual’.  Lots of children will not be aware, or hardly aware, that the assessments are even taking place.  

There is inevitably a difference for Year 6, though, as I’ll explain below. 

Reception children reach the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage at the end of this year.  There is a 

national structure in place for assessing children at this time, which means that next term, Mrs Rawlinson 

will be making an assessment of each child across 17 different areas of their curriculum. The judgment 

for each area is simply whether the child is meeting the level of development expected at the end of the 

EYFS (expected); or not yet reaching this level (emerging). 

Year 1 also take part in a national assessment, but in just one area: phonics.  In the week beginning 6th 

June, the children will read individually to an adult they know well, being given a list of 40 words to 

decode.  Some of these words are ‘real’ words, and others are ‘alien’ (made-up) words that are phonically 

decodable.  In the past, children who are able to read 32 or more of these words have ‘passed’ the phonics 

check, and those who don’t are given another opportunity to take the check in Year 2. 

Year 2 undertake some national tests in reading, maths and in EGPS (English Grammar, Punctuation and 

Spelling), as this is the final year of Key Stage 1.  Their writing is also assessed against a specific set of 

criteria.  Miss Cowin marks the tests and undertakes the writing assessment, which is moderated in school 

and possibly externally.  The test scores are used to inform her teacher assessment of whether children 

are ‘Working Towards’, or ‘At’ the Expected Standard, or whether they are achieving a ‘Greater Depth’ 

standard in each of the subjects.  This process happens in May, with the majority of the assessments 

happening in the week beginning 16th May. 

Year 4, like Year 1, have just one national assessment.  For them, it is in multiplication tables.  The children 

will take this assessment electronically, answering 25 random questions on the multiplication tables up 

to the 12x table.  They have 6 seconds to answer each question, with a 3 second gap between each 
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question.  Parents or children who want to have a go at this can do so on various websites, including this 

one.  The tests have to be administered in a 3-week window starting on 6th June. 

For Year 3 and Year 5, there are no national assessments.  The children will undertake some tests though, 

to support the internal teacher assessment of reading, writing and maths.  Children in Years 1 and 4 also 

do this, in addition to the national assessments of phonics and multiplication facts. 

And finally, we come to Year 6.  Their tests often receive the highest profile nationally, and are known as 

SATs (Standard Assessment Tests).  These are the most formal of the tests, in that they must be carried 

out in exam-style conditions, and they are externally marked.  We will not find out the children’s results 

until July, but they are carried out according to a national timetable in the week beginning 9th May. 

The children will have a Punctuation and Grammar test, a Spelling test, a Reading test and 3 separate 

Maths tests (one on Arithmetic and two on Problem Solving and Reasoning).  Although these tests must 

be carried out in a formal way, the emphasis from our point of view, is simply on each child achieving a 

result that they personally can be proud of – regardless of what the national benchmarks happen to be.  

This is true for every child in school, no matter which year group they are in. 

While all of the above looks like a lot for children and teachers to deal with, I want to assure parents that 

the assessments will just take up a very small proportion of the children’s time over this term and next.  I 

hope that Kingfisher children will mostly be looking forward to their time away on camp, and that all 

children will be enjoying coming to school, seeing their friends and being excited by what they are 

learning. 

If any parent should have any further questions about any part of the assessment process, please do not 

hesitate to contact me or your child’s teacher.  The results of all the assessments will be given in your 

child’s end of year report. 

Finally, I wish you a good Bank Holiday weekend, with a reminder that children will return to school on 

Tuesday. 

Warrick Barton 

Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 2nd May 

Monday 2nd  Tuesday 3rd  Wednesday 4th  Thursday 5th Friday 6th  

May Bank Holiday – 

SCHOOL CLOSED 

Reception height, 

weight, vision and 

hearing checks in 

school 

 

Duckling class 

riverbank lesson 

with the Bristol and 

Avon Rivers Trust. 

  

Week beginning 9th May 

Monday 9th   Tuesday 10th Wednesday 11h  Thursday 12th Friday 13th  

SATs tests on Monday to Thursday this week for Year 6 children.  Good luck 

everyone! 
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Governor Vacancy 

Regular readers will know that we are currently recruiting new governors.  Unfortunately, we have 

not received any responses yet.  While Trust policy means that we are ideally looking for people who 

are not also parents at the school, we would like to now open up the invitation to parents.  If you, or 

someone you know, is interested in finding out more about the governor role, please contact our 

Chair of Governors Nigel Chambers by emailing him on nigelchambers@pensfordschool.org . Thank-

you and please do continue to spread the message that we have governor vacancies coming up. 
  

Kingfisher class return to the river 

On Thursday we were joined by a team of river enthusiasts and experts, and Kingfisher children were 

able to get down to the river and collect mayfly nymphs.  They will be keeping and looking after the 

nymphs carefully in the classroom until it is time to release them as adults back at the river.  We’re 

very grateful to our Chair of Governors, Nigel Chambers, who joined a team led by Charlie Tricks.  

Alex Limberg and Mike Brewin, local river fly monitors, were recruited by Charlie to join the party.  

Thanks to their expertise and equipment, the children had a great time collecting the mayfly nymphs 

and identifying many other invertebrates too. 
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Athletics Success 

Many congratulations to the team of Kingfisher children who came 5th in the West Country-wide 

athletics finals on Thursday.  The team were a great credit to the school and really did us proud! 

  

 

PTA news 

Many thanks to the PTA members who supported the Pensford 10k run and raised £407 for the 

school in the process by selling their delicious bacon rolls and other refreshments! 

It is now time to recruit more PTA members, so please do consider throwing your hat in the ring to 

help out.  Like all schools, we depend on the generously given time and energy that our PTA provide, 

to raise some vital funds. Please contact either the school office or Emma Rehbein via 

friendsofpensfordpta@gmail.com if you would like to find out more. 

And please can the PTA have some help on Saturday 21st May for the 3 peaks race.  Do let Emma 

know if you can attend and/or provide some cakes to sell! 

mailto:friendsofpensfordpta@gmail.com
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Useful links and reminders 
As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here , or look up Breakfast Club 

under the Parents tab of our website. 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon 

Wish List, please click here. 

Absence reporting 

The latest COVID information is here on our website, updated to reflect the fact that testing is no 

longer required and, in the absence of a positive test result, children can simply attend school if they 

are well enough. 

If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist 

appointment, or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term 

time, please click here.  You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that 

it should NOT be used for unplanned absence (illness). 

In the case of illness, this is our usual reminder to please be specific when leaving a message or reporting 

absence due to illness to the office. Below is a list of things that do NOT require your child to be off from 

school. 

• They are tired 

• They have a cold / mild stomach ache 

• They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific symptoms / pain. 

• They are worried about something (but do let us know, so we can support them) 

We hope this link provides some help as to when to keep your child at home and when not to: Is my child 

too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form here.  

Many thanks to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement to 

their education by attending school as often as possible. 

  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Parent_Info/COVID_Parent_Info_APR_22.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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Community News 

 

 

 

 

 

 


