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Newsletter – 6th May 2022 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling:  Addie, Henry and Hudson 

• Dragonfly:  Ellen and Harvey 

• Otter: Henry and Oscar 

• Kingfisher: Anais and Maya 

And our headteacher award winners are: Oakley, Eddie, Oscar F and Beau 

Maths certificates went to: Ellis and  

 

A message from Mr Barton 

It’s great to see the sun shining at last, and it’s finally starting to feel like the Summer Term! 

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, next week is a special one for Year 6, as they 

undertake the national tests in English and Maths.  Good luck Year 6, and well done for all 

the very hard work that you, Mrs Croucher and Mr Miller have all put in this year. 

We can then start to look forward to some of the other events of the summer, and I just 

wanted to let you all know about a couple of things that are on the horizon.  Firstly, as Kingfisher parents 

will be well aware, the Year 5 & 6 residential – ‘Camp’ will be taking place in the week of 16th May.  This 

is always a very enjoyable time for Kingfisher class and I am sure that this year will be no exception.  Back 

at school it will no doubt feel a little ‘empty’ without Kingfisher children around, but this might perhaps 

support Year 2 children in having a slightly less-busy atmosphere in which to complete their Key Stage 1 

national assessments. 

The end of term comes a day earlier than 

planned when the dates were originally set last 

year.  The last day of school before the half term 

break is Thursday, 26th May.  This is because all 

schools have been given an extra day off this 

year in lieu of the extra Bank Holiday for the 

Queen’s Jubilee, which falls in half term week.  

We chose to take this day just before that half 

term.  We will be celebrating the Jubilee on the 

last day of term, asking all children to wear Red, 

White and Blue on that day.  We hope that the 

weather will be good as we are planning to 

have a ‘street-party style’ lunch outside, on long 

tables with bunting and no doubt hats that the 

children can make.  The PTA also have some 

ideas for a village event, so watch this space! 

More work with the river this week – see below!  

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
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Looking further ahead, we are very much looking 

forward to a return to our ‘usual’ arrangements for 

Sports Day.  It was great to go ahead last year almost as 

normal, but one element that was missing due to COVID 

was the Fathers’ Day Lunch.  In the past, we have invited 

dads, father-figures or another family member to come 

and join the children for lunch on Sports Day, ahead of 

the event starting at the field in the afternoon.  Please 

put this date in your diary – Friday 17th June – and we’ll 

give you more details nearer the time.  (In case of bad 

weather, our reserve date for Sports Day is Tuesday 21st 

June.) 

We’ll also be having whole-class photos on Wednesday 

15th June, and looking even further ahead we can look 

forward to the Kingfisher Play at the end of Term 6. 

Meanwhile I hope your child has had a great week in 

school.  It was lovely to see Duckling class making a trip 

to the river from our access point in their garden, and 

for a small group of Year 4 and Year 5 children to 

witness the release of some eels into the river at Wild 

Things Farm (pictured).  This was a follow-up to the 

work they did last year learning about eel conservation 

and raising elvers in the classroom. 

I hope some good weather continues for us and that you have an enjoyable weekend. 

Warrick Barton 

Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 9th May 

Monday 9th   Tuesday 10th Wednesday 11h  Thursday 12th Friday 13th  

SATs tests on Monday to Thursday this week for Year 6 children.  Good luck 

everyone! 

 

  

 

Week beginning 16th May 

Monday 16th Tuesday 17th  Wednesday 18th  Thursday 19th Friday 20th  

Kingfisher children on Camp 

Year 2 children will do their national assessments (SATs).  Good luck! 
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Governor and PTA Vacancies – Our school needs you! 

As many of you will already be aware, we currently have vacancies for two very important volunteer 

roles at Pensford Primary School. 

All schools are part of their communities and we would argue that this is most definitely the case at 

Pensford.  The school is rooted in the village and welcomes parents and children from the 

surrounding area to its warm and cohesive group of parents, carers, children, staff and volunteers.  It 

is a fantastic place for children to learn in, and staff absolutely love working here.  We also know that 

the school has hugely benefited over the years from its volunteers and we are looking forward to 

welcoming new governors and PTA members very soon. 

In both roles, you would have a great opportunity to lend whatever skills and knowledge you have – 

even if these don’t at first appear to be directly relevant to education.  The PTA is about fundraising 

of course, but it is primarily about people and is a great way to use your social skills to bring people 

together to support the school. 

On the governing body, anyone who cares about making the school the best it can possibly be for 

the children will be a great asset to the team.  Governors consider the legal, financial, educational 

and reputational aspects of the school and a wide range of skills are relevant to this.  We would like 

to invite anyone in the community, whether or not you have a child at the school, to find out more. 

In both cases, the time commitment isn’t by any means huge.  So we would urge you to consider 

helping the school in one (or both!) of these roles if you can.  Perhaps you might be a parent whose 

child has recently been given a place for September and we’d love to hear from you too about this. 

If you do want to find out more, you can either get in touch directly with the current chairs of the 

PTA and the Governors (details below) or simply click here.  You won’t be committing yourself to 

anything, but this would just let us know that you may possibly be interested in one of the roles. 

Nigel Chambers (Chair of Governors) nigelchambers@pensfordschool.org  

Emma Rehbein (Chair of the PTA) friendsofpensfordpta@gmail.com 

Finally, a reminder that the PTA need some more immediate and practical help on Saturday 21st May 

for the 3 Peaks Race.  Please do let Emma know if you can help out! 
  

Useful links and reminders 
A note from Sarah in the kitchen; she will be doing chocolate cornflake cakes on a Monday as well a 

the fruit and yogurt on the menu. 

As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here , or look up Breakfast Club 

under the Parents tab of our website. 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon 

Wish List, please click here. 

Absence reporting 

The latest COVID information is here on our website, updated to reflect the fact that testing is no 

longer required and, in the absence of a positive test result, children can simply attend school if they 

are well enough. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQTZXSkRVSlhRQUFPRk9PQVQwMUY2SzZTVS4u
mailto:nigelchambers@pensfordschool.org
mailto:friendsofpensfordpta@gmail.com
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Parent_Info/COVID_Parent_Info_APR_22.pdf
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If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist 

appointment, or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term 

time, please click here.  You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that 

it should NOT be used for unplanned absence (illness). 

In the case of illness, this is our usual reminder to please be specific when leaving a message or reporting 

absence due to illness to the office. Below is a list of things that do NOT require your child to be off from 

school. 

• They are tired 

• They have a cold / mild stomach ache 

• They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific symptoms / pain. 

• They are worried about something (but do let us know, so we can support them) 

We hope this link provides some help as to when to keep your child at home and when not to: Is my child 

too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form here.  

Many thanks to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement to their 

education by attending school as often as possible.  If you do need to request a short absence for a term 

time holiday, be aware that this can only be granted in truly exceptional circumstances.  Any such requests 

must be submitted at least 2 weeks in advance. 

Although the vast majority of requests cannot result in authorised absence, we very much respect parents’ 

honesty in telling us about any term time holidays. 

  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
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