
Would you like to find out more about joining the PTA or being a governor at the school? Please let the office know. 

Newsletter – 1st July 2022 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week (this week and last week): 

• Duckling:  Elena, Emma and Imber 

• Dragonfly:  Ellen and Layton 

• Otter: Chloe and Jenson 

• Kingfisher: Arthur and George 

And our headteacher award winners are: Emma, Felix, Kaia and Sophia 

Maths certificates went to: Audrey (Iron award), Emlyn (Silver award) 

A message from Mr Barton 

As I said to the children in assembly on Monday, to me the term (and the year) seem to be 

flying by.  It’s been a very busy term and I can hardly believe that as soon as Tuesday the 

children who move classes next year will be meeting their new teachers. 

On Tuesday morning, children should come to school as normal and will be registered in 

their usual classes.  But after Registration, children in Reception, Year 2 and Year 4 will 

move on to Dragonfly, Otter and Kingfisher class respectively to meet their new teachers, teaching 

assistants and classmates.  Children in Year 1, Year 3 and Year 5 will become the older ones in the class 

for the morning.  Meanwhile, the majority of our Year 6 cohort will be at Chew Valley and those who are 

going to other schools will support children in their new classes. 

Our new Reception children will also be joining us that morning, from 9:30 – 11:30am. 

In Otter class, their new teacher Mrs Bailey will meet the children too, and has already been in school for 

handover meetings with Mrs Mullen, Mrs Britton and Miss Cowin.  Teaching assistants will stay with the 

classes (or individual children) that they work with and there are no changes to those arrangements for 

next year. 

So it will be an exciting morning, a great taste of what is to come in September, and a morning that I 

know the children are excited about (as well as a little nervous in some cases too, no doubt.) 

Another way in which we are looking forward to September is by thinking about the Bath Children’s 

Literature festival.  I’m very grateful to a parent for bringing this to my attention this week as we have 

been able to book workshops for Dragonfly, Otter and Kingfisher classes and by doing so before the 

tickets are on general release Mr Miller has obtained 35 of the tickets for free.  More details about the 

workshops and transport to Bath for these first trips of the year will come out to you in early September.  

For now though, you can click below to see the events that each of these three classes will be attending: 

 

Dragonfly – Kung Fu Bunnies, Funky 

Gorillas & Fairy Tales with Garth P. Jones. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
https://bathfestivals.org.uk/childrens-literature/event/kung-fu-bunnies-funky-gorillas-fairy-tales-with-gareth-p-jones/
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Otter – Meet the Worst Class in the 

World! With Joanna Nadin and Rikin 

Parekh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kingfisher – Deadly definitions and 

Terrifying Trips with Jennifer Killick. 

 

 

 

 

So there are some exciting times ahead 

both this term and in the autumn.  Meanwhile, I hope you all have a very good weekend 

Warrick Barton 

Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 4th July 

Monday 4th Tuesday 5th    Wednesday 6th Thursday 7th Friday 8th  

Half of new 

Reception 

children in 

school 

Y3/4 Quad Kids 

athletics (team 

event) 

Transition morning – 

children are dropped off 

as normal but will then 

spend the morning with 

their new classes 

 

 

 After school: 

football match v 

Four Acres (away) 

Parent Council 

meeting 

 

Children’s end of 

year reports will be 

sent home today. 

Week beginning 11th July 

Monday 11th Tuesday 12th    Wednesday 13th Thursday 14th Friday 15th  

Ducking and 

Dragonfly trip to 

Weston-super-Mare 

Y6 visit to the 

University of the 

West of England 

(details to follow) 

Euros Girls’ Football 

festival, Brislington 

(small team event) 

Kingfisher class 

rounders 

tournament @CVS  

Swimming gala 

(small team event) 

https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Letter_for_new_Reception_Parents.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Letter_for_new_Reception_Parents.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Letter_for_new_Reception_Parents.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Letter_for_new_Reception_Parents.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/School_Trip_Duckling_Dragonfly_WSM_Sea_Front_11_07_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/School_Trip_Duckling_Dragonfly_WSM_Sea_Front_11_07_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/School_Trip_Duckling_Dragonfly_WSM_Sea_Front_11_07_22.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Rounders_tournament.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Rounders_tournament.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Rounders_tournament.pdf
https://bathfestivals.org.uk/childrens-literature/event/meet-the-worst-class-in-the-world-with-joanna-nadin-and-rikin-parekh/
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Sports news 

What a busy and enjoyable week we have had with our sports teams! It started with Year 1 visiting 

Bishop Sutton Football Club, taking part in a tag-tails competition against the other Chew Valley 

Schools. For many children this was their first sporting competition and we have heard nothing but 

children saying how much fun they had and cannot wait for the next one.  They also managed to win 

the competition! 

On Tuesday after school a home friendly game had been arranged against St John's for both the 

boys and girls football teams. For 5 children this was their first time playing for the school team and 

what an incredible performance they put in! The girls won 2-0 and the boys narrowly lost 4-3 but 

everyone put in a huge amount of effort and should be very proud of themselves. 

On Wednesday after school, we were able to enter 2 teams into the B&NES basketball competition, 

which also proved to be very successful both in regard to children enjoying the event, doing their 

best and the result with one team finishing 6th and our other team getting to the final and also 

narrowly losing. Again, all players should be incredibly proud of themselves.    

 

Regular Caretaking Hours Required 

Thanks very much to Eric for taking on some work around the school.  In addition to the ad hoc 

hours he gives us, we also have the following position available: 

 

Required for September, or sooner if possible: 

 

We would like to employ a caretaker for 2 hours per fortnight to look after our school.  This small 

number of hours could be fitted in at any point when the school is open (7am to 5:15pm in term 

time).  We are seeking someone who can give our school site the love and attention it deserves! 

 

An ‘official’ advert for this position, including rates of pay, will be going live soon, but meanwhile if 

you know anyone who might be interested in this work, please ask them to contact the school 

office. 

Pensford_office@pensfordschool.org  

01761 490470 
  

mailto:Pensford_office@pensfordschool.org
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Useful links and reminders 

As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here, or look up Breakfast Club 

under the Parents tab of our website. 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon 

Wish List, please click here. 

Club price increases for September 

Unfortunately, the high levels of inflation are affecting the school just as they affect everybody.  We 

have had to look carefully at our club prices to ensure that costs are covered.  As a result, the 

governors’ finance committee has agreed the following price changes that will come into effect from 

September: 

Breakfast Club from 7:30 (including breakfast) will cost £6 per child 

Breakfast Club from 8:00 (including breakfast) will cost £5 per child 

Breakfast Club from 8:30 (not including breakfast) will cost £2 per child 

The after-school sports club charged via parent pay will cost £2.50 per child. 

However, we have identified that many working parents will be able to take advantage of the 

government's tax-free childcare scheme and have written parents separately about this and you can 

find the letter on the website here.  

 

Absence reporting 

If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist appointment, 

or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term time, please click 

here.  You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that it should NOT be used 

for unplanned absence (illness). 

In the case of illness, this is our usual reminder to please be specific when leaving a message or reporting absence 

due to illness to the office. Below is a list of things that do NOT require your child to be off from school. 

• They are tired 

• They have a cold / mild stomach ache 

• They are feeling ‘unwell’ but with no specific symptoms / pain. 

• They are worried about something (but do let us know, so we can support them) 

We hope this link provides some help as to when to keep your child at home and when not to: Is my child too ill for 

school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Remember that if you need to notify us of any planned absence, please do this via our online form here.  Many 

thanks to all parents for working with us in ensuring that your child gets their full entitlement to their education by 

attending school as often as possible.  If you do need to request a short absence for a term time holiday, be aware 

that this can only be granted in truly exceptional circumstances.  Any such requests must be submitted at least 2 

weeks in advance. 

Although the vast majority of requests cannot result in authorised absence, we very much respect parents’ honesty 

in telling us about any term time holidays.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_2021-2022/Tax_Free_Childcare_info_June_2022.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
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