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Newsletter – 11th June 2021 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling:  Bingley, Evan and Lexie 

• Dragonfly: Bea and Evie 

• Otter: Eli and Mollie 

• Kingfisher: Harrison and Lucas 

Times tables certificates went to: Mabel (Iron), Connie & Matthew (Bronze), 

Emlyn (Copper) 

And our headteacher award winners are: Eddie, Thea, Tyler and Hayden 

 

 “No one has yet realized the wealth of sympathy, the kindness, and generosity hidden in the soul of a child. 
The effort of every true education should be to unlock that treasure.” Emma Goldman (political activist and 

writer)  

A message from Mr Barton 
It was a special assembly this morning because, as well as the usual certificates, we 

made an important decision about our school houses.  As you may remember from 

previous newsletters, we have wanted to update the four people who represent the 

school houses to make them more relevant to the children and more diverse.  Staff 

put forward suggestions for names, and these were added to by members of the 

school community via a link in the newsletter.  

 

The children have been excellent at listening carefully in assemblies across last term to information 

about each of the candidates.   They have weighed up who they would prefer to have representing the 

school as a whole, before casting their votes.  We have then chosen the two most popular women and 

two most popular men to represent the school.  In assembly this morning, the current House Captains 

picked a card at random to find out who would be the new representative for their house.  Here are the 

results: 

    

Carpenter House will 

now be known as 

Rashford House, after 

Marcus Rashford 

Cabot House will now 

be known as Yousafzai 

House, after Malala 

Yousafzai 

Blackwell House will 

now be known as 

Attenborough House, 

after David 

Attenborough 

Brunel House will now 

be known as 

Thunberg House, after 

Greta Thunberg 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNjJPSFg4UERXTVZOQThYWjM3OURQQU9TMC4u
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
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Each new representative appealed to the children in different ways, and all have had a strong influence 

on children’s learning in school and learning about the world. 

We very much hope that the first time the children will be able to get a strong sense of their new house 

identity is at Sports Day, which we hope to hold on Friday 25th June.  However, I need to make sure you 

are aware that this can only go ahead then if the government’s roadmap makes the final step to relaxing 

social distancing rules on 21st June.  You will likely be aware that this is in doubt at the moment.  If the 

rules are not relaxed then we would only be able to have a gathering of up to 30 spectators and the 

children would still have to carry out the sports day in bubbles. 

So our plan is to wait and see what the Prime Minister says on Monday about the final stage of the 

roadmap.  If it goes ahead as planned, then so will our sports day.  However, if there is no change to 

the current rules that would allow us to invite all parents then we will defer the sports day and update 

you as soon as possible about when and if it will take place. 

Meanwhile I hope you enjoy a sunny weekend. 

 

Warrick Barton. 

Upcoming Events 
Week beginning 14th June 

Monday 14th  Tuesday 15h  Wednesday 16h  Thursday 17th  Friday 18th  

Mr James 

Weston 

returning to 

Dragonfly class 

Rivers lesson for 

Otter with the 

Bristol and Avon 

Rivers Trust 

(BART) 

 Kingfisher 

swimming (week 

2 of 4) 

 

 

Week beginning 21st June 

Monday 21st  Tuesday 22nd  Wednesday 23rd Thursday 24th  Friday 25th  

 Rivers lesson for 

Otter with BART 

Football taster 

day for all 

classes – all 

children to wear 

PE kits 

Kingfisher 

swimming (week 

3 of 4) 

1:30pm SPORTS 

DAY (to be 

confirmed) 

Class photographs  

These were taken as planned on Monday and parents should have received a link through which 

they can order the pictures.  If you have not received the link, please contact the office. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNjJPSFg4UERXTVZOQThYWjM3OURQQU9TMC4u
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Kingfisher_Swimming_Lessons_Term_6_.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Kingfisher_Swimming_Lessons_Term_6_.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Kingfisher_Swimming_Lessons_Term_6_.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Kingfisher_Swimming_Lessons_Term_6_.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Kingfisher_Swimming_Lessons_Term_6_.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Kingfisher_Swimming_Lessons_Term_6_.pdf
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New arrivals in Otter class! 

Otter class have been excited for a few weeks now as a new water tank appeared in their classroom.  

This week they discovered which creatures would be living in it.  We took delivery of 50 elvers 

(young eels), which Otter class will be looking after for three weeks before releasing them into the 

river near the Rising Sun Pub on Tuesday 29th June. 

  

  

 

The children have learned lots about eels already, such as… 

“They like dark spaces” 

“They are 3 years old already” 

“They sleep for only 20-30 minutes per day” 

“Since 1970, the eel population has reduced by 90%”. 

 

The class are really looking forward to learning more over the next couple of weeks and then 

releasing the young eels into the river. 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNjJPSFg4UERXTVZOQThYWjM3OURQQU9TMC4u
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Thank-you! 

You may remember that we have previously given a link to our spaceship Amazon Wish List .  We 

are really grateful to the parents of Oscar and Evie, who very kindly bought four fantastic books for 

the school through this list.  Thank you so much! 

 

Community News 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNjJPSFg4UERXTVZOQThYWjM3OURQQU9TMC4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share
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Reminders: The content  below here is  just  reminders  of things we have previously  publi shed 

 

An easy way to support the school 

If you are shopping online you may want to use the link below.  The school will then receive a small 

commission at no cost to you. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/pensfordps/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_medium=clipboard&utm_content=cpl 

Useful links 

As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here , or look up Breakfast Club 

under the Parents tab of our website. 

If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist 

appointment, or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term 

time, please click here.  You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that 

it should NOT be used for unplanned absence (illness). 

If it’s easier for you to phone or email the office for these reasons, you can still do that too! 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon 

Wish List, please click here. 

After School Clubs for next term 
As a reminder, we have now added the letter about after school clubs for Term 6 to our website.  

You can find this under Parents/ After School Clubs or by clicking here.  The clubs are largely 

unchanged from this term.  However, in order to allow for a second adult at the very popular 

Thursday Sports Club, we have needed to introduce a £1 per week charge for that club. 

If your child is entitled to benefits-related free school meals, a standard 50% discount applies so 

please contact the school office if this is relevant to you. 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNjJPSFg4UERXTVZOQThYWjM3OURQQU9TMC4u
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/pensfordps/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=clipboard&utm_content=cpl
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/pensfordps/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=clipboard&utm_content=cpl
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/After-School-Clubs/

