
Newsletter – 12th February 2021 

 

Stars of the week – Well done to all the children who have been 

Stars of the Week and Headteacher Award winners this term!   

Also, very well done to all those who have been working hard to 

achieve their times tables certificates. 

This week, certificates were given to: Bing, Isabelle, Penny, Bea, 

Eliana, Anais, Billy, Cobly, Macie, Ellis, Maci, Kaia, Charlotte, Dilly, 

Dylan K, Freddie J, Molly B and Poppy.  Well done everyone! 

 

“What is the bravest thing you’ve ever said?" asked the boy.  “Help,” said the 

horse.  (Charlie Mackesy, The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse.) 

A message from Mr Barton 

Of course, I had hoped that I would have been writing my 

first newsletter message back at the beginning of January.  

It is a little strange to be writing it now.  But then this has 

been a strange term for us all and I cannot thank parents, 

children and staff enough for the enormous effort you 

have all put in to keep the children’s education going.   

It has been really good to see a lot of children on Zoom for 

the weekly assemblies but I am really looking forward to 

seeing you all again in person as soon as possible.  I’m 

afraid I don’t know any more than you do about when 

schools will be given the all clear to re-open, but I am very much hoping that the 

government’s earliest date of 8th March becomes the actual day on which children 

can all return. 

I know that circumstances are different for everyone, but I do hope that you and 

your children are able to take something of an enjoyable break over half term week.  

We are certainly pausing the online learning for that period, and I hope that you 

can all focus on the things we always value most highly at Pensford under our first 

value of ‘Happiness’: yours and your children’s physical and mental wellbeing. 

While school has inevitably been quieter than normal in terms of extra-curricular 

events, there are a good few pieces of information to share and celebrate in the 

newsletter below.  I hope you enjoy reading them at your leisure. 

And finally, I’d just like to remind you all that Monday 22nd Feb is an INSET day so 

school will be closed for all children then.  We will re-open for critical worker and 

vulnerable children on Tuesday 23rd Feb.  For those who need it, the booking form is 

here and it will remain open until 8pm on Sunday 21st Feb. 

With best wishes, and looking forward to seeing you all soon, 

Warrick Barton. 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZURDlMNU42MEFIUTgzTENTNTE3VTJMRUZEUi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZURDlMNU42MEFIUTgzTENTNTE3VTJMRUZEUi4u


 

Welcome to Clare Billington… 
 

We are delighted to have appointed Clare Billington as 

our new office administrator.  Clare will be starting with us 

on 1st March.  She has a lot of administrative experience, 

providing support to large teams of people in previous 

company roles.  She also has a degree in Classical Ballet 

and Contemporary Dance! With Sarah Millican having left 

Pensford in January, Clare will no doubt be a great 

addition to our team. 

 

While the business manager side of Sarah’s role will be 

filled by the Trust, it is Clare who will be the person running the school office and 

taking any queries from parents.  Hopefully you will be able to meet her face-to-face 

in the not-too-distant future.  For now, though, Clare has kindly sent this photo so that 

you can put a face to the name of the person at the end of the phone or email 

when she starts on Monday the 1st of March. 

… and farewell to Mr Riley 

Sadly, we will be saying goodbye to Mr Riley on Friday 5th March.  He will be moving 

to Chew Magna school from the following week, to take up a full-time position.  Mr 

Miller will be teaching full time in Kingfisher and he and Mr Barton will continue to 

lead Pensford school as well as Mr Barton doing some wider work for the Trust for the 

remainder of the academic year.  We will of course update parents if this situation 

were to change but we want to put stability firmly at the forefront of our plans and 

while they will miss Mr Riley, no doubt Kingfisher children will also be delighted that 

Mr Miller will be their full-time teacher soon. 

 

Meanwhile we would like to express enormous thanks to Mr Riley for his work with 

Kingfisher throughout 2020.  We would also like to thank him for extending his time 

with us to smooth the transition in to Mr Barton returning to Pensford and Mr Miller 

moving to a joint leadership and class teacher role.  We know Mr Riley will have very 

much missed the opportunity to say goodbye to the class in person and wish him 

well as he moves over to Chew Magna. 

Virtual Author Visit 

We are looking forward to another visit from an author – this time 

the local author, Emma Read.  Emma wrote the book ‘Milton the 

Mighty’, which Otter class have already enjoyed for the first time.  

There will now be an opportunity for you to buy a personalised, 

signed copy of the book for your child.  The book will be 

particularly enjoyed by children aged 6-9 but others will enjoy it 

too. 

If you would like to buy a copy, please do so through ParentPay.  

The virtual visit will be on Tuesday, 9th March and the books can 

be bought up until 16th March.  We will let you know when they are ready for 

collection. 



Pensford Gets Active 

Thank-you so much to everyone who is taking part in the 

‘Pensford Gets Active’ challenge, which continues to 

run through until the end of next week.  Here is a 

reminder of the challenge, as posted on Dojo last Friday: 

The challenge is to show our Ambition value of the term 

by pushing yourself to go that bit further than normal with 

your exercise. Before the end of half term (Monday 22nd 

Feb) why not set yourself a distance or time goal and 

ask extended family members to sponsor you to 

achieve it. 

 

We will put the money raised to updating our stock of 

iPads, which are now certainly showing their age. 

 

If you take up this challenge you will be joining Mrs 

Rawlinson in boosting your physical and mental 

health. The money donated to her 4-marathon 

endeavour will be added to your sponsorship to help 

our PTA gain the funds to support our purchase of 

new iPads. 

 

Thanks to Emma Rehbein (PTA chair) for providing the 

sponsorship form, and for coming up for the great 

idea for this event (with her daughter Poppy!). You 

can download the sponsorship form from near the 

bottom of this page on our website, or simply make your own arrangements with 

extended family and friends to collect the money. You can then make the donation 

via Mrs Rawlinson's Just Giving page, which you can access by clicking this image: 

 

Because of the generosity of our families and their friends, as of Wednesday the 

money raised was already nearly £500.  We would love to hit a new target of £1500! 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Our-Lockdown-Activities/
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/mrsr-runs-and-runs?utm_term=EvA9QrJjm


House Champions 

Despite the lockdown, children have been 

incredibly busy and earning lots of Dojo points for 

themselves and their houses through their home 

learning.  These have been totalled up and the 

House Champions for Term 3 are Brunel.  While we 

can assure you this is genuinely accurate, it is also 

useful, because it allows us to re-use the photo from 

December, when Brunel were also champions!  

Here is House Captain Alfie’s lovely smiling face 

again!  

Congratulations to everyone for all the points they 

have earned.  Next term, the value we will focus on 

will be Independence (which the younger children know best as ‘Making my own 

choices’. 

Kingfisher Camp  

Thank-you to parents who have paid the next instalment towards the cost of the 

Camp for Kingfisher planned for May.  Of course, we still cannot be certain whether 

the trip will go ahead.  Therefore, if parents would prefer to make the full payment 

on 1st May instead of splitting it into the two remaining instalments (1st March and 1st 

May), then that is fine. 

If the trip were to be cancelled due to the COVID-19 situation then these payments 

would be refunded.  If government guidance were to prevent the trip from going 

ahead, we would also seek a full refund from PGL, including the initial deposit, and 

would of course pass this on to parents too. 

School Meals from Edwards and Ward 

Of course, during lockdown the provision of school meals has been restricted to 

those pupils attending school.  We have provided packed lunch meals to all the 

infant children (Reception to Year 2) and to any older children in school who qualify 

for free school meals.  Vouchers and food parcels have also been provided to those 

who qualify. 

We are looking forward, though, to returning to our cooked school meal provision 

through Edwards and Ward.  We chose this company back in 2019 because they 

are passionate about children learning about food as well as simply providing 

dinners. 

It is always important to us at Pensford to maintain tasty, healthy and freshly-cooked 

meals on site, despite the small size of the school.  We have been able to maintain 

the viability of the service only because you as parents continue to value this too, 

and take up the option of meals for your children. 

You may want to remind yourselves of the ethos of Edwards and Ward and they 

have provided some key information that we have included here in our newsletter, 

on the next page. 

  



 

 

Upcoming Events 

At this stage, with the date of school re-opening still uncertain, we are not including 

the usual information about events over the next two weeks of term.  However, this 

feature will be back soon! 

 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/docs/School_Meals/Who_We_Are.pdf


Community News 
 

We are very grateful to all parents and families for raising money directly for the 

school, and are reluctant to impose on your generosity again.  However, we know 

that at least some of you will have been thinking recently about those who do not 

have a permanent roof over their heads during the cold weather we have 

experienced this week. 

We therefore want to let you know that the Julian House Big Bath Sleep-Out will be 

an At Home event this year, and the charity is asking families to sleep out in the 

gardens on Friday 5th March.  

They have a video about the event and a video about how they help people 

experiencing homelessness in the School's Pack, which you can access using the 

links. 

Julian House have given us the following message to pass on to you: 

Help people experiencing homelessness and sign up to join Julian House's Big Bath 

Sleep-Out: At Home happening on Friday 5th March. This year, Julian House is 

challenging you to sleep outside in your garden with your family for one night. In 

order to raise money to help people experiencing homelessness you could ask your 

friends and family to sponsor you. The money you raise will help provide a safe 

shelter for people who don’t have a home and are forced to sleep outside every 

night. For more information and to sign up visit: http://www.bigbathsleepout.co.uk/ .  

 

Anyone who does take part is more than welcome to send us photos and we would 

love to include them in the next newsletter. 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18ve6X_ROyZaSdCH-uuhzdMQJ-OTLKPuJ
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18ve6X_ROyZaSdCH-uuhzdMQJ-OTLKPuJ
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18ve6X_ROyZaSdCH-uuhzdMQJ-OTLKPuJ
http://www.bigbathsleepout.co.uk/

