
Newsletter – 26th March 2021 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling: Bingley, Ellen and Isabelle 
• Dragonfly: Bodhi and Matthew 
• Otter: Eli and Tyler 
• Kingfisher : Darsh and Honey 
 

Times tables certificates go to:  
Sophia (Iron), Amelie (Copper), Kaia & Honey (Bronze), Maisie (Platinum) 

And our headteacher award winners are: 

Harvey, Burt, Frankie and Hayden 
 

 

“I’m so small,” said the mole.  “Yes,” said the boy, “but you make a huge difference.” 

(Charlie Mackesy, The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse.) 

A message from Mr Barton 

On Tuesday this week, the anniversary of the first lockdown was marked.  The 

children were extremely respectful as we stood as one school in the front 

playground and held a minute’s silence.  I asked the children to think about the 

challenges we have all faced, those who have helped us and – importantly – to 

look forward to better times ahead. 

For example, we are working on arrangements to re-start netball practice for parents, and are 

hoping to arrange a staff v parents match next term.  We’ll also be holding parents evenings 

to give you a good chance to speak to your children’s teachers.  These will be in the second 

week after the holiday, and watch this space for more details about how to sign up.  The 

meetings will be on Zoom, as before. 

 

I will also be reviewing our pick up and drop off arrangements.  Please don’t get too excited(!), 

but at some point the face coverings, one-way system and staggered timings will surely come 

to an end.  I’ll be working on this over the coming weeks and will of course keep you up to 

date. 

So little by little we are getting back to normal!  I hope you have an enjoyable weekend. 

Warrick Barton. 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/


 

Easter Raffle 

The PTA have organised an Easter Raffle with this delicious-looking hamper as a prize.  

More prizes have been added to the hamper since this photo! 

 

As you may have seen in your inbox this morning, Charlotte Isles, mum of Eddie in 

Duckling class has kindly put together an amazing Easter hamper (picture attached) 

filled with treats, Osbourne books, crafting, glow sticks and bouncy ball and of course 

3 Easter eggs for the Pupils of Pensford Primary school, with funds going towards the 

PTA. 

Please text Emma Rehbein on 07702 825567 or WhatsApp / email friends of Pensford 

PTA (friendsofpensfordPTA@gmail.com) for your tickets.  

All photos of your raffle numbers will be texted / emailed back to you and we'll let you 

know when we will be collecting payments. 

The hamper will be in school from the 26th and draw will take place by school staff on 

Thursday 01/04. 

£1.00 per strip. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Emma & the PTA team 



Free School Meals 

Even as COVID circumstances move on, there is still a drive to support all families who 

may be eligible for Free School Meals. This is something we remain very keen to be 

part of at Pensford.  The Local Authority in BANES have been very supportive too, 

offering supermarket vouchers for school holiday periods to parents who qualify, and 

this is continuing for the upcoming Easter break. 

It is worth knowing that even if children qualify for only a short period, they may well 

go on to attract further pupil premium funding for the school for up to 6 years after 

they qualified for Free School Meals.  This funding allows us to support children across 

the school who are disadvantaged in some way. 

You might have never had the need to claim free school meals in the past, but your 

financial circumstances may have changed. If they have, you may now be eligible. 

You can download an application form from this page of our website. Just scroll 

towards the bottom you will find links to both a PDF and an editable Word version of 

the form.  If you would like to check your eligibility, please complete and return that 

form to freeschoolmeals@bathnes.gov.uk . Please note that this covers all children in 

all year groups. If your child is in Duckling or Dragonfly, they may also be eligible, even 

though you do not currently pay for their school meals. 

If you would like any further information or guidance, please do not hesitate to 

contact the school office. 

Upcoming Events 

Don’t forget that, on Thursday 1st April, we will be having another special menu.  

Please help us get an idea of numbers by booking a meal for your child by midday on 

Monday 29th March.  You can do this by clicking the image below. 

 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Parents/Free-School-Meals-Information/
mailto:freeschoolmeals@bathnes.gov.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNFY1T0tTMjRMRVRVWFBSUDM1UExYVEFFOS4u


 

Reporting pupil absence – a reminder 
 

As usual, if your child is unwell and cannot be in school, please report their absence to 

the school office on 01761 490470 or pensford_office@pensfordschool.org .  Please 

can we ask that you also state whether or not your child has any of the key COVID 

symptoms, ie: 

 

• A new, continuous cough 

• A high temperature 

• A loss or change in taste or smell 

 

If your child is unwell but does NOT have any of these three symptoms above, please 

state this when you report their absence from school. This will save us needing to 

phone you back to check.  Thank-you. 

 

If your child DOES have one or more of these symptoms, it is still the case that parents 

or carers should book a COVID test for them here: https://www.gov.uk/get-

coronavirus-test .  For anyone with these symptoms, the government guidance 

remains as follows: 

 

If you have symptoms, you and everyone you live with must immediately self-isolate. 

Do not leave home until you get your test results, except to post a test kit or for a PCR 

test appointment. 

 

Swimming Update 

Hengrove swimming pool are waiting for confirmation of a government 

announcement on 5th April before confirming whether or not they will be re-opening 

for school swimming lessons after the holiday.  We’ll keep you up to date, and if 

lessons do go ahead they will be for Otter class. 

Breakfast Club 

It’s lovely to see Breakfast Club getting busy again as people return to work.  Please 

do remember to keep us up to date with your bookings.  If you have not already used 

breakfast club since school re-opened, or if the days you need do change, please let 

us know by clicking here and submitting another form.  Thank-you. 

Foodbank vouchers 

If any parent would struggle financially to adequately feed their children during the 

school holiday period, please do speak to Mr Barton in confidence and we will work 

with the local Foodbank in Keynsham to provide vouchers.  You can contact Mr 

Barton on Dojo or using warrickbarton@pensfordschool.org . 

  

mailto:pensford_office@pensfordschool.org
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
mailto:warrickbarton@pensfordschool.org
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