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Newsletter – 1st April 2021 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling: Evan and Natalya 

• Dragonfly: Connie and Lily 

• Otter: Anais and Freddie 

• Kingfisher : Maisie and Oscar M 

Times tables certificates go to: 

George, Josh, Eryn, Clara (Platinum); Amelie & Zack (Bronze); Sophia 

(Copper); Jack (Sliver) 

And our headteacher award winners are: 

Lexie, Mabel, Sophia and Fletcher 

“We have such a long way to go,” sighed the boy. “Yes, but look how far 

we’ve come,” said the horse.  (Charlie Mackesy, The Boy, The Mole, The Fox 

and The Horse.) 

A message from Mr Barton 

Without wanting to put ourselves down at all, I realise that reading a school 

newsletter may not always be a particular highlight of the week for every one 

of you!  I hope, though, that you find the information useful.  We are making 

a conscious effort to reduce the number of different texts and emails across a 

week, in favour of keeping all the information in one place in our newsletter. 

This week, we are also launching something new in terms of an incentive to read the newsletter.  

Somewhere hidden in it will be a random word that makes no sense in its context.  If you spot 

that word, you can tap the link at the bottom of the page.  Those who correctly find the hidden 

words will be entered into a monthly draw to win a book voucher for their child(ren).  I thought 

April 1st would be the ideal day to launch this hidden ‘trick’! 

Children across the school have been working very hard on assessments this week.  Once 

teachers have marked these, and used them with the class to help support children with their 

next steps, they will be sent home so you can see the scores.  These can also be discussed at 

our parents evening next term (see below).  Ducklings haven’t done written assessments, but 

naturally you can discuss their progress with Mrs Rawlinson at the parents evening too. 

Finally, I wanted to point out that we have some important information about our school 

houses below.  We would very much like your views, so please do read that section. 

I hope you have an enjoyable Easter break.  See you again on Monday 19th April for Term 5. 

Warrick Barton. 
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Easter Raffle 

Congratulations to Clara, in Otter class for winning our PTA Easter Raffle!  A massive thank you 

to the PTA and to everyone who supported this.  You have helped to raise £176 which will 

continue to support our children and school.  Thank-you, and well done Clara, who was excited 

to receive the prize! 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Just a few events for you to note in the first two weeks of next term: 

• Monday, 19th April – Start of term 

• Thursday, 22nd April – Possible swimming lessons for Otter (to be confirmed – see below) 

• Friday 23rd April – Kingfisher will be having a ‘Stand Against Violence’ all day workshop, 

as part of their personal and social education.  There is no charge for this workshop, 

provided by Stand Against Violence . 

• Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th April – Parents evenings.  These will run from 3:30-7:00 

pm on the Tuesday and 3:30 – 5:30pm on the Wednesday.  Times for the smaller 

Duckling class on the Tuesday are different, being between 5:00 and 6:00pm only.  If 

you haven’t already, please either email the office or click here to let us know when you 

would like to come.  We will confirm the allocated times in the first week of next term. 
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Virtual author visit 

This week, Kingfisher Class were fortunate enough to 

have a virtual visit from the author of the class book 

they are studying this term, ‘Orphans of the Tide’ by 

Struan Murray. Struan provided an incredibly 

engaging and fascinating workshop where he 

provided loads of information about what got him 

into writing, how the writing process actually works as 

well as lots of information about the book itself. 

Children were so inspired by the event that they have 

created their own map as a start for their own story 

plot (which they will continue after the Easter break). 

This was paid for through the money raised through 

the ‘Readathon’ in September so thank you again for 

everyone’s contributions to this. If you would like to 

order a signed personalised copy of the book, 

‘Orphans of the Tide’, today is the last chance to place 

the order on ParentPay.  

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNUNSQUFLOVlaRDFLWjU5MFFYRVFINjhPVy4u


Have you found the hidden random word?  If so, click here to enter the prize draw. 

House Cup Winners 

With all the Dojo points totted up for the term, congratulations to CABOT for winning the 

house trophy this term.  With it being Duckling and Dragonfly’s turn in the hall for assembly 

today, the award was collected by our Y2 members of Cabot, Rose and Lexon. 

 

 

Pensford Houses 

And on the subject of our school houses… 

For as long as any of our current staff can remember, we have had four ‘Houses’ at Pensford 

named after famous figures associated with the Bristol area.  Children are familiar with the 

names ‘Blackwell’, ‘Brunel’, ‘Cabot’ and ‘Carpenter’.  However, we think now could be a time for 

a change. 

We would like to consult with parents and pupils about changing the names of the people after 

whom our houses are named.  This has primarily come about because we have been developing 

our curriculum over the last 18 months and we would like to have a more diverse set of famous 

people who better reflect our society today elephant and the knowledge and emphasis we are 

putting into our curriculum design. 

As we have explained on our website, we have designed our current curriculum around four 

‘pillars’: Wellbeing, Language, Reasoning and Technology.  These are illustrated beautifully in 

this painting of the viaduct by Lilou in Year 5.  
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It is no co-incidence that we went for ‘pillars’ in the way we chose to describe the core elements 

of our revised curriculum – not least because it fitted this impressive structure that is 

inseparable from Pensford itself. 

We would like to choose house ‘figureheads’ that represent each of these pillars of the 

curriculum.  We would like the group of 4 to be diverse, and at least balanced in terms of 

gender, with two men and two women in the group.  We have so far considered the following 

people to represent each of the pillars: 

Wellbeing Language Reasoning Technology 

Marcus Rashford 

(footballer and 

campaigner for free 

school meals) 

Malala Yousafzai 

(advocate for female 

education and 

human rights) 

 

David Attenborough 

(Writer, broadcaster 

and environmental 

campaigner) 

Amanda Gorman 

(Poet whose work 

focuses on issues of 

oppression, feminism 

and race)  

Katherine Johnson 

(Mathematician 

critical to first and 

subsequent US 

crewed space flights) 

Alan Turing 

(Codebreaker during 

World War II) 

 

Greta Thunberg 

(Environmental 

campaigner and 

supporter of green 

technologies) 

Tim Peake (British 

astronaut) 

 

We would like to invite all of our school community to make suggestions for other people we 

could also consider.  We will then put the final decision to a consultative vote, from which we 

would select a balanced and representative final four.   

To make your suggestions, please click here. 
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Once the new house names have been finalised, a draw will take place to randomly allocate 

the new name to each of our four current houses.  Children will remain in the same groups, 

with the same colour for their house as they have now. 

Swimming Update 

As we said last week, Hengrove swimming pool are waiting for confirmation of a government 

announcement on 5th April before confirming whether or not they will be re-opening for school 

swimming lessons after the holiday.  We’ll keep you up to date, and if lessons do go ahead 

they will be for Otter class and will start on the first Thursday of next term (22nd April). 

Breakfast Club 

This is just a reminder to please continue to keep us up to date with your bookings. If you have 

not already used breakfast club since school re-opened, or if the days you need will change 

after the holiday, please let us know by clicking here and submitting another form. You can 

also now use the same form to cancel places if you no longer need them. Thank-you.   

Contact tracing in the Easter Holidays for COVID-19 

Should any pupil have a positive COVID-19 test result on Friday or Saturday (2nd and 3rd April), 

then please do contact Mr Barton on Dojo or using warrickbarton@pensfordschool.org. This is 

because we would need to notify anyone who had been a ‘contact’ of that child in the previous 

48 hours, which would include children in their class.  After 3rd of April you would not need to 

contact school during the holiday. 

CAN YOU HELP to fix our outdoor classroom canopy? 

Unfortunately the lovely canopy for our outdoor classroom is broken, as the threads in one 

corner have come apart.  If you know anyone with a sewing machine and the skills to mend the 

very thick fabric, please do let us know! 
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