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Newsletter – 9th July 2021 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling:  Eddie and Ellen 

• Dragonfly: Poppy and Thea 

• Otter: Clara and Leo 

• Kingfisher: Bella and Honey 

And our headteacher award winners are: Jimmy, Lily, Kaia and Hayden 

Times tables certificates went to: Frankie (Bronze), Anais (Gold), Tyler 

(Platinum), Leo (Olympic) 
 

 

“It’s coming home, it’s coming home, it’s coming, football’s coming home” 

(David Baddiel, Frank Skinner and the Lightning Seeds) 

A message from Mr Barton 

It’s been brilliant having Duckling and Dragonfly classes back in school this week, 

and we hope very much that we can get to the end of term without any further 

disruption.  Should I be notified of another positive case, I will take into account the 

changing judgements of risk at a national level and, as ever, do what I can to 

minimise the numbers of pupils needing to isolate given the particular situation.  I 

will of course still need to be guided by Public Health England.  Unfortunately, there 

remains a background level of cases that is very high, so we need to be prepared.  From 19th July, 

contact tracing in schools will be the responsibility of NHS Test and Trace rather than headteachers. On 

a much more positive note though, there are a few things I need to let you know about as the end of the 

school year approaches.  Quite a bit to read I’m afraid… 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
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Children’s Reports: These are “coming home”(!) with your child today and I hope you will enjoy reading 

the comments that the teachers and I have made.  If you should have any questions, please let us know 

via Dojo or the school office.  Please note that there are no compulsory statutory assessments required 

this year, but teachers have carried out their own assessments and used their professional judgement. 

Monday morning: With the football in mind, it is possible that some children may be tired on Monday 

morning, perhaps!  Breakfast Club will open from 8am, school will be open from normal time but, as a 

one-off exception, the registers will not be taken until 10:30am.  Also, Monday will be a “Wear what you 

want” day.  Children can use what they wear to express joy, disappointment or indifference after the 

Euro 2020 final! 

Sports day: As was hoped, it looks almost certain that social distancing rules will be relaxed on Monday, 

19th July.  This will allow us to hold a Sports Day for the whole school and invite parents too.  This will 

start at 1:30pm at the Memorial Hall playing field.  However, we have not forgotten that with the new 

freedoms, all of us are also expected to exercise caution and responsibility towards others.  We have 

therefore decided to make the following alterations to the usual arrangements: 

• Rather than sitting with their houses, children will still sit with their classes.  As usual, children 

will only race against children in their same year group. 

• We respectfully ask that you keep adults attending to an absolute minimum (no more than 2 

adults from a family). 

• As usual, please bring your own seats.  Adults must sit opposite the class belonging to one of 

the children they have come to see.   Where there are two siblings in school, if two adults attend 

we suggest they sit separately.  If only one adult is attending for two siblings, they could move 

between groups half way through.  However, there should be no other moving around please, 

and no crowding the finish line.  Areas for spectators for each class will be marked out. 

• School staff with the class bubbles will give out the stickers at the finish line. 

• The children will run all the races planned for them.  However, there won’t be a staff race or a 

parent race or a toddler race this year. 

• Please make sure that you remember to apply suncream for your child and/or provide them with 

a hat, water bottle and perhaps a light coat depending on the weather on the day.  This needs 

to be done before school, as it will not be possible for parents or children to cross the track 

between the different seating areas for adults and children. 

With these small adjustments in place we can all do our bit to be responsible, and we are really looking 

forward to the whole school being together on 19th July!  On the day, please can your child wear a t-

shirt that is as plain as possible in the colour of their house.  If you’re not sure which house your child is 

in or what the colour is, click here.  If you don’t have that colour t-shirt, let your class teacher know. 

Leavers’ Assembly – Tuesday 20th July 1:30 – 3:00pm 

As with Sports Day, we have also considered carefully how this will run in a responsible way even after 

restrictions are lifted.  The assembly will be in two parts, in the school hall. 

Part 1: Awards for Duckling, Dragonfly and Otter (1:30pm on Zoom) This year, we will be giving an 

attainment and a progress award out for each year group.  This will be done in the school hall and it 

will be on Zoom for parents and Kingfisher children to watch.  In the past, we have let parents know in 

advance if their child is to receive an award so they can arrange time off attend.  However, this year, 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Our-Houses/
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with the assembly being on Zoom, we will keep it as a surprise.  The assembly will be recorded and 

available to watch later too. 

Part 2: Kingfisher Leavers’ Assembly (2:15pm on Zoom).  We would like to invite Year 6 parents only to 

join us in the school hall at 2:15pm on 20th July.  A maximum of 2 adults per child for this please. Year 

5 will be the audience along with the parents, as well as the other classes and other parents watching 

on Zoom.  We will give the attainment and progress awards to Years 5 and 6 and this will be followed 

by an assembly led by Year 6 children, so they can share memories and say goodbye.  Again, this will 

be recorded and available afterwards too. 

Finally, I’d like to thank those parents who have already responded to our survey about after school 

club provision.  It will be really helpful to know the views of as many parents as possible on this.  If you 

haven’t yet completed the survey, I’d be grateful if you could take a couple of minutes to do that here. 

Thank-you everybody and, however you are choosing to spend your weekend, I hope you enjoy it! 

 

Warrick Barton. 

Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 12th July 

Monday 12th  Tuesday 13th Wednesday 14th Thursday 15th Friday 16th   

Kingfisher will be 

recording their end 

of year play.  Watch 

this space for 

details of how you 

can buy the DVD 

Otter class Roman 

day 

Visit from Emily 

Massey, CEO of 

the Partnership 

Trust (rearranged 

date) 

 

Playground 

leader training for 

Y5 children 

 

5:30pm Zoom 

meeting for new 

Reception 

parents. 

Draw for PTA 

raffle.  Winners 

will be notified 

today. 

Kingfisher will 

perform their play 

to children. 

Week beginning 19th July 

Monday 19th  Tuesday 20th Wednesday 21st  Thursday 22nd  Friday 23rd  

1:30pm Sports Day, 

Memorial hall 

playing fields.  

Please see above 

for the 

arrangements. 

1:30-3:00pm 

Awards and 

Leavers’ assembly 

(see above for 

details.  Zoom 

link will follow) 

End of term! 

INSET day Summer holiday Summer holiday. 

INSET days are on 

2nd and 3rd 

September and 

Children return on 

Monday, 6th 

September. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNFBHUkFSVElUSEtTQ0c5UTVaOFVBNEZPMy4u
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PTA raffle reminder 

Ticket sales have been going very well for the best ever 

PTA raffle!  This is a final reminder that the draw is next 

Friday, 16th July.   

If you haven’t got yours yet, they are on sale after school 

in the playground most days, or you can email 

friendsofpensfordpta@gmail.com or contact Emma on 

07702 825567 

Jubilee Bank Holiday 

Parents may already be aware that there will be an 

additional bank holiday in 2022 to celebrate the Queen’s 

70 year reign.  The Bank holiday that would normally 

have been on the last Monday in May will now be on 

Thursday, 2nd June and followed by the additional 

Jubilee Bank Holiday on Friday 3rd June.  Both of these 

dates fall within the half term week and it was 

announced yesterday that pupils and school staff should 

also benefit from the extra holiday.  Therefore, the 

school year is to be shortened by one day.  We will end 

Term 5 one day earlier than originally published, and the 

half term holiday will begin on Friday 27th May 2022. The 

term dates on our website have been adjusted to match. 

Kingfisher ‘Dragons Den’ Amazing Total Raised! 

Congratulations to Kingfisher who, through their ‘Dragons Den’ enterprise projects, raised an amazing 

£431. 

 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
mailto:friendsofpensfordpta@gmail.com
https://www.pensfordschool.org/School-Term-Dates-2021-2022/
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The class had already voted football to buy some bookplates for the steps leading up to their 

classroom, and are now considering how they will spend the additional profit they have made.  

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to this by spending their money, and to parents 

who have supported Kingfisher children at home! 

Community News 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://halswaymanor.org.uk/event/halsway-young-folk-junior-2021/
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
http://www.valleyartscentre.co.uk
http://www.julianhouse.org.uk
http://www.soccershooters.com
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Reminders: The content  below here is  just  reminders of things we have previously  publi shed 

 

Would you like music lessons for your child?  

We would like to draw parents’ and carers’ attention to this offer from the BANES Music service.  If your 

child is entitled to Free School Meals and you would like them to have music lessons, please do contact 

the school office before you get in touch with the music service, as significant discounts are available 

for those pupils. 

 

 

An easy way to support the school 

If you are shopping online you may want to use the link below.  The school will then receive a small 

commission at no cost to you. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/pensfordps/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_medium=clipboard&utm_content=cpl 

Useful links 
As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here , or look up Breakfast Club under 

the Parents tab of our website. 

If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist 

appointment, or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term 

time, please click here.  You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that it 

should NOT be used for unplanned absence (illness). 

If it’s easier for you to phone or email the office for these reasons, you can still do that too! 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon Wish 

List, please click here. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUQlpHSDhCNjFIRFlZNlUxN01FOFBVM1JSNS4u
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/pensfordps/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=clipboard&utm_content=cpl
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/pensfordps/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=clipboard&utm_content=cpl
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share

