
Newsletter – 16th July 2021 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling:  Ellis and Maddox 

• Dragonfly: Henry M and Matthew 

• Otter: Beau and Oscar 

• Kingfisher: Hayden and Lilou 

And our headteacher award winners are: Evan, Carson, Beau and Harrison 

Times tables certificates went to: Henry C (Iron), Henry W (Copper), Kaia 

(Silver), Sophia (Gold), George (Olympic) 
 

“…years of hurt never stopped me dreaming.” 

(David Baddiel, Frank Skinner and the Lightning Seeds) 

A message from Mr Barton 

We have nearly reached the end of the school year, and this will be our last newsletter 

until September.  I am incredibly proud of the children, and all of the staff at 

Pensford, that we have got through another challenging year with great success.  I 

am really looking forward to the two special events next week (Sports Day and the 

Leavers’ Assembly) when we can come together to celebrate the end of the year. 

As I said last week, there are a number of things to bear in mind with both events.  I 

am simply copying below a reminder of how the events will work, and ask that parents attending either 

event familiarise themselves with the arrangements.  Note that the leavers’ assembly is for Year 6 

parents only.  I’ve added in the likely finish time for Sports Day, but otherwise the arrangements are 

unchanged from last week. 

I wish you all a very happy summer break when term ends on Tuesday afternoon.  I look forward to 

seeing you and your children again on Monday, 6th September.  Of course we will miss our brilliant Year 

6 cohort then, and Eliana in Year 1 who is also leaving.  Best wishes and good luck to all those 11 

children! 

Please read on to check the arrangements for next week, and have a very good weekend. 

Warrick Barton 

Sports day reminders:  

• The races will start soon after 1:30pm at the Memorial Hall playing field. Please bring your own 

chair and sit in the area marked for your child’s class 

• We anticipate it being finished just before the normal end of the school day, and parents who 

are attending can collect their children from the field.  

• We will aim to bring the rest of the children back to school for collection at 3:15pm, even if they 

are normally collected at 3:30pm. 

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/


When planning sports day, we have been careful to be responsible towards the community even after 

social distancing restrictions are relaxed.  So we will all need to adhere to each of the following 

measures: 

• Rather than sitting with their houses, children will still sit with their classes.  As usual, children 

will only race against children in their same year group. 

• We respectfully ask that you keep adults attending to an absolute minimum (no more than 2 

adults from a family). 

• As usual, please bring your own seats.  Adults must sit opposite the class belonging to one of 

the children they have come to see.   Where there are two siblings in school, if two adults attend 

we suggest they sit separately.  If only one adult is attending for two siblings, they could move 

between groups half way through.  However, there should be no other moving around please, 

and no crowding the finish line.  Areas for spectators for each class will be marked out. 

• School staff with the class bubbles will give out the stickers at the finish line. 

• The children will run all the races planned for them.  However, there won’t be a staff race or a 

parent race or a toddler race this year. 

• Please make sure that you remember to apply suncream for your child and/or provide them with 

a hat, water bottle and perhaps a light coat depending on the weather on the day.  This needs 

to be done before school, as it will not be possible for parents or children to cross the track 

between the different seating areas for adults and children. 

On the day, please can your child wear a t-shirt that is as plain as possible in the colour of their house.  If 

you’re not sure which house your child is in or what the colour is, click here.  If you don’t have that 

colour t-shirt, let your class teacher know on Dojo now! 

And one last thing on Sports Day that wasn’t included last week was to point out that with the children 

sitting on grass for the afternoon, it will be wise to check them for ticks afterwards.  You can find 

information on ticks here. 

Awards and Leavers’ Assembly – Tuesday 20th July 1:30 – 3:00pm 

As with Sports Day, we have also considered carefully how this will run in a responsible way even after 

restrictions are lifted.  The assembly will be in two parts, in the school hall. 

Part 1: Awards for Duckling, Dragonfly and Otter (1:30pm on Zoom) This year, we will be giving an 

attainment and a progress award out for each year group.  This will be done in the school hall and it 

will be on Zoom for parents and Kingfisher children to watch.  In the past, we have let parents know in 

advance if their child is to receive an award so they can arrange time off attend.  However, this year, 

with the assembly being on Zoom, we will keep it as a surprise.  Assuming the technology works OK, 

the assembly will be recorded and available to watch later too. 

Part 2: Kingfisher Leavers’ Assembly (2:15pm on Zoom).  We would like to invite Year 6 parents only to 

join us in the school hall at 2:15pm on 20th July.  A maximum of 2 adults per child for this please. Year 

5 will be the audience along with the parents, as well as the other classes and other parents watching 

on Zoom.  We will give the attainment and progress awards to Years 5 and 6 and this will be followed 

by an assembly led by Year 6 children, so they can share memories and say goodbye.  Again, this will 

be recorded and available afterwards too if technology is kind to us! 

The Zoom details are the same for both parts of the assembly, and have been posted on School Story on 

Class Dojo. 

https://www.pensfordschool.org/Our-Houses/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/lyme-disease/


Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 19th July 

Monday 19th  Tuesday 20th Wednesday 21st  Thursday 22nd  Friday 23rd  

1:30pm Sports Day, 

Memorial hall 

playing fields.  

Please see above 

for the 

arrangements. 

1:30-3:00pm 

Awards and 

Leavers Assembly 

End of term! 

INSET day Summer holiday 
Summer holiday. 

INSET days are on 

2nd and 3rd 

September and 

Children return on 

Monday, 6th 

September. 

House Cup Winners – Yousafzai House! 

To celebrate our new house names, we have invested in a bigger, better 

trophy for the house who collectively score the most Dojo points each 

term.  Congratulations to Yousafzai house, who are the first-time winners 

of the trophy, which was collected by House Captain Connie and Vice 

Captain Colby.  

More winners in this morning’s assembly  

Congratulations to Molly, 

who won the £10 book 

token in the July ‘random 

word’ competition.  There 

are no misplaced words 

in this newsletter (at least, 

not intentionally!) but 

watch this space for a 

new competition in 

September.  

Also, well done to Henry, who was the lucky winner of an 

Amazon fire in the FREE raffle just for children.  We are 

very grateful to Joanna Tiley Estate Agents for donating 

the prize for the children.  We are also very grateful to the PTA for holding such a successful raffle of 

their own that we were able to use this donated prize to give every child an equal chance of winning at 

no cost to parents. PTA raffle winners will be contacted by the PTA. 

Kingfisher Play Performance of “Aladdin Trouble” (get it?) 

It was wonderful to watch Kingfisher perform their play to the children in school today.  By keeping the 

bubbles 2m apart at the Memorial Hall, we were able to safely give the class a chance to perform to a 

live audience.  It was a brilliant show, and great to be together as a whole school for the first time in a 

very long while!  Thank-you Kingfisher for your incredibly hard work rehearsing and putting the play on 

for us.  You can see some pictures of the show on the next page, and the DVD they filmed earlier in the 

week is available to buy as an item on Parent Pay. 



 
 

 

  

 



Clerk to governors vacancy 
We have not yet been able to appoint a new clerk to our governing body.  We are seeking someone who is 

very organised, with good IT skills and a keen interest in supporting the strategic work of the school.  We 

have extended the application deadline to the last day of term, and also welcome expressions of interest 

before or even after that date.  You can find the advert here or simply contact us through the school office 

if you or someone you know would like to find out more. 

Slight menu change 

Fans of arctic roll will be delighted to know that it will be replacing rice pudding as the dessert on Monday! 

Brand New Sports Kit: Thank-you Curtis Sports and Leisure! 

 

Sadly, our football team didn’t get the opportunity to play against other schools this week, due to the 

continued rapid rise in COVID cases.  HOWEVER, don’t they look fantastic in the new kit?!!  This has 

been very generously donated by Curtis Sports and Leisure, who already supply our Pensford uniform.  

Thanks so much to Max and Zack’s parents for doing this and we really look forward to using the kit in 

competitive matches from September. 

 

https://www.pensfordschool.org/Vacancies/
https://www.curtis-sports.com/


After School Clubs 

We have been working hard with our after school club providers to finalise the offer for September.  

Apologies that this has taken longer than planned.  Please click here for the September clubs offer, 

which was sent out yesterday to parents. 

Thank-you to parents who responded to our survey about clubs too.  We will be looking carefully at 

the results and whether we can extend provision next year.  We will keep you informed, but 

unfortunately any significant changes will not be possible before at least Term 2 (November). 

Dinner and Breakfast Club Prices September 2021 

We will be freezing the price of the 8:30am breakfast club at £1.50.  Prices for the earlier times will be 

an inflation-only increase, moving to £4.15 from 8:00am and £5.20 from 7:30am. 

There will be a small inflationary increase to the price of school meals for KS2 children who do not 

qualify for free ones.  The new price will be 5p higher at £2.70. 

https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Clubs/Term_1_2021-22_FINAL.pdf


Community News 

 

 

  



 

Reminders: The content  below here is  just  reminders of things we have previously  publi shed 

 

Would you like music lessons for your child?  

We would like to draw parents’ and carers’ attention to this offer from the BANES Music service.  If your 

child is entitled to Free School Meals and you would like them to have music lessons, please do contact 

the school office before you get in touch with the music service, as significant discounts are available 

for those pupils. 



 

 

An easy way to support the school 

If you are shopping online you may want to use the link below.  The school will then receive a small 

commission at no cost to you. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/pensfordps/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_medium=clipboard&utm_content=cpl 

Useful links 
As usual, we’re leaving a couple of links that could be useful to you in our newsletter. 

If you need to book or cancel a breakfast club place, please click here , or look up Breakfast Club under 

the Parents tab of our website. 

If you know your child will need to be absent for school, such as for a music exam or dentist 

appointment, or if under exceptional circumstances you need to request authorised holiday in term 

time, please click here.  You can also find this form under the Parents tab of the website.  Note that it 

should NOT be used for unplanned absence (illness). 

If it’s easier for you to phone or email the office for these reasons, you can still do that too! 

Amazon wish list.  If you would like to support our school by buying any books from our Amazon Wish 

List, please click here. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/pensfordps/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=clipboard&utm_content=cpl
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/pensfordps/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=clipboard&utm_content=cpl
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaJAOVJQDljZPjUTmXhEvk-hUOFVLSk1HU1lFMEdYUkwyMDBHN0k2OEszNi4u
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1158XBVSRISDS?ref_=wl_share

