
  

Escape from Pompeii 

Otter Class 

YEAR A, TERMS 5 and 6 

                
 

Introduction to our topic 

In this topic, we will be stepping back in time to meet the Romans and gaining an overview of their 

empire. We will investigate the eruption of Mount Vesuvius and the destruction of Pompeii. Using our 

enquiry skills, we will consider why the Romans invaded Britain. We will learn about the impact of the 

invasion on the Celts and use our interpretation skills to consider how the locals reacted to Roman 

rule. We will also study the Roman Baths that are on our doorstep and think about the legacy of 

Roman Britain. 

Our key learning these terms 
Personal and 

social 

development 

Excellence (Term 5) and Happiness (Term 6) 

In our PSHE lessons, we will be focusing on the topics of ‘Being my Best’ (Term 5) and 

‘Growing and Changing’ (Term 6). We will share our own unique skills and discuss the 

importance of making choices. After revisiting caring for our bodies and some basic first 

aid skills, we will identify ways we can care for the environment.  

In our RSE lessons, we will be focusing on changes in our lives as we get older, such as 

moving house and partnerships/marriage. We will also be discussing how our bodies 

change physically and emotionally during puberty. 

English Our class guided reading book for this topic is: The Train to Impossible Places by P.G. Bell.  

We will also be finishing reading Letters from the Lighthouse. 

Our writing will be linked to our Roman theme. The fiction focus will be on tragedy and 

adventure stories and our non-fiction writing will be a persuasive holiday brochure and a 

newspaper report. 

Our SPaG work will focus on recognising and using: synonyms and antonyms, commas 

for marking clauses, rearranging clauses, and standard and non-standard English. We 

will continue to study spelling rules and patterns, particularly prefixes, and we will also be 

revisiting prior knowledge from Terms 1-4. 

Maths Fractions 

This short topic will give the children practise in adding and subtracting fractions, finding 

fractions of amounts and reasoning with fractions. 

Decimals 

The children will begin to represent tenths and hundredths as fractions and decimals.  

They will practise dividing 1- and 2-digit numbers by 10 and 100. They will also learn to 

partition, compare, order and round decimals. 

Measurement – Money and Time 

Both year groups will convert between pounds and pence as well as adding and 

subtracting money to solve problems. We will revisit units of time and telling the time on 

analogue clocks before reading the time on digital clocks (in both 12- and 24-hour 

formats). 

Shape 

The main focus will be on angles and making accurate drawings but we will also revisit 



  
different shapes (triangles, quadrilaterals and polygons) and explore symmetry. 

Position and Direction 

This short topic will give the children practise in using coordinates and translating 2-D 

shapes on a grid. 

Statistics 

Children will explore making, drawing and interpreting pictograms, bar charts and two-

way tables. We will then move onto line graphs. 

Computing Presentation skills 

In these final terms, we will be building on our graphic and presentation skills. We will 

learn how to use different features in PowerPoint such as: setting the theme, slide 

transitions, animating objects onto the slide, creating hyperlinks in the action settings 

and adding audio and video. We will also explore different ways to present data. 

Science Light  

At the beginning of Term 5, we will complete our ‘Light’ topic. We will be learning about 

sun safety, as well as explaining what shadows are and how the length and position of a 

shadow changes throughout the day.  

Rocks 

In Term 6, we will find out about different kinds of rocks and how they are formed. We 

will compare and group rocks based on appearance and simple properties. The 

children will discover the fascinating world of fossils and learn about the contribution of 

Mary Anning to the field of palaeontology. We will explore a range of soils and find out 

how they are formed, as well as undertaking a variety of experiments. 

The Arts (Art & 

Design, Design 

and 

Technology, 

Music, Drama) 

Art  

During the summer terms, we will be focusing on the mediums of collage and sculpture.  

As part of our study on Ancient Rome, we will be exploring mosaic designs and statues. 

The inspiration for our own designs will come from the artists Sonia King and Alberto 

Giacometti.  

Design and Technology 

Linked to our Art focus, we will design, make and evaluate a statue for a trail in the 

school grounds.  We will be learning and applying the understanding of how to 

strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex structures. 

Music 

We will be focusing particularly on the skill of composing in Term 5. Through two shorter 

units, we will explore the relationship between words and music using a variety of stimuli 

including music, poetry, and works of art. In the second unit, we will use three pitches 

and four rhythmic durations to create our own version of ‘minimalism’. In Term 6, we will 

be learning to play the recorder. 

Humanities (R.E., 

History, 

Geography) 

History 

In this topic, we will study the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. We will learn a 

little about the history of Rome and identify where Rome is located in Europe. We will 

explore how the Romans created such a large and influential empire and how this 

changed the lives of people in Britain. We will also learn about their legacy and 

appreciate how many aspects of modern life can be traced back in some way to the 

Romans. Linked with Geography, we will investigate the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 

79AD with a focus on why this was a significant event for the Romans and for historians. 

Geography  

We will use our map skills to locate the countries ruled throughout the Roman period. 

We will revise previous work on climate zones and biomes and focus on the 

Mediterranean. We will be able to locate some of the mountain ranges around the 

world and recall our knowledge of Mt. Kilimanjaro. We will then apply this knowledge to 

Mt. Vesuvius and be able to explain how volcanoes are formed. 

R.E.  

During Terms 5 and 6, we will begin to explore the religions of Hinduism and Sikhism 

focusing on their origins, core beliefs, festivals and special places. In addition, we will 

explore the different holy books and identify key Hindu and Sikh symbols and their 

meanings or representations.  



  

P.E. Tennis 

We will be focusing on the skills of footwork, hitting and returning the ball, and serving.  

The children will then practise and apply their skills in small-sided games. 

Dance 

We will be creating dances based on the themes of ‘Spies’ and ‘Superpowers’. Thinking 

about the aspects of space, height and movement pathways, we will be incorporating 

the techniques of matching, mirroring and formation dancing. 

Athletics 

The children will develop greater flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance in 

both track and field events. 

Swimming 

In our final round of swimming lessons this year, we will be continuing to increase our 

water confidence and improving our swimming technique by using a range of strokes 

effectively. 

Modern Foreign 

Language - 

Spanish 

Las verduras (Vegetables)  

By the end of this unit, the children will be able to name up to 10 common vegetables in 

their plural form with their definite articles. We will also learn the language required to 

take part in a role-play activity based on buying different quantities of vegetables from 

a market stall. 

Los romanos (Romans) 

Our Spanish will be linked to our Roman theme in the final term. We will be learning to 

read and write vocabulary associated with: days of the week, Roman inventions and a 

day as a Roman child. 

Activity Passport Experiences 
In these terms, we will have an opportunity to… 

✓ Create a mosaic. 

✓ Make a sculpture and sculpture trail. 

✓ Visit the Roman Baths in Bath. 

 


