
  

Down in the Valley 

Otter Class 

YEAR B, TERMS 5 AND 6 

 

Introduction to our topic 

This term, as historians, we will be exploring Pensford and the surrounding villages. We begin in the 

Stone Age and will take an in-depth look at this period as well as the Bronze and Iron ages. We will 

investigate the Stone Circle at Stanton Drew and plan to visit it for a closer look. As geographers, 

we will consider what factors led to the area originally being settled in, how land is used for 

different purposes and the ways in which settlements are linked together. 

Our key learning in these terms 
Personal and social 

development 

Excellence (Term 5) and Happiness (Term 6) 

In our lessons, we will be focusing on the topics of ‘Being my Best’ (Term 5) and 

‘Growing and Changing’ (Term 6). We will share our own unique talents and skills and 

discuss the importance of making decisions about our health. After revisiting the 

different relationships we have, we will learn how our bodies change physically and 

emotionally during puberty. We will also have the opportunity to explore some basic 

first aid. 

English  Reading 

Our class guided reading book for this topic is: The Legend of Podkin One-Ear by 

Kieran Larwood. 

Writing 

Our writing for Terms 5 and 6 will be inspired by Satoshi Kitamura’s ‘Stone Age Boy’ 

and non-fiction texts linked to our topic. We will be writing in a variety of different 

styles including: a story, a recount, an argument and a report. 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 

Our SPaG work will focus on recognising and using: synonyms and antonyms, clauses 

in different positions and commas to show clauses. We will also be revisiting prior 

knowledge from Terms 1-4 and continuing to practise cursive (joined) handwriting.     

Maths Mass and Capacity 

At the beginning of term, we will compare and find equivalent masses before 

moving on to add and subtract mass. We will measure capacity and volume in litres 

and millilitres before comparing and solving problems involving capacity. 

Decimals 

The children will begin to represent tenths and hundredths as fractions and decimals.  

They will practise dividing 1- and 2-digit numbers by 10 and 100. They will also learn to 

partition, compare, order and round decimals. 

Measurement – Money and Time 

Both year groups will convert between pounds and pence as well as adding and 

subtracting money to solve problems. We will revisit units of time and telling the time 

on analogue clocks before reading the time on digital clocks (in both 12- and 24-

hour formats). 

Shape 



  
The main focus will be on angles and making accurate drawings but we will also 

revisit different shapes (triangles, quadrilaterals and polygons) and explore symmetry. 

Position and Direction 

This short topic will give the children practise in using coordinates and translating 2-D 

shapes on a grid. 

Statistics 

Children will explore making, drawing and interpreting pictograms, bar charts and 

two-way tables. We will then move onto line graphs. 

Computing Coding 

In this unit, the children will explore, modify and create programs that include the use 

of timers and a variety of objects and actions. They will learn about testing and 

debugging code to ensure programs work as expected. Once successful, they will 

move on to use selection, co-ordinates, looping and variables with the final aim of 

creating their own game. 

Science Plants 

At the beginning of Term 5, we will complete our ‘Plants’ topic. We will find out what 

plants need in order to grow well and explore how plants reproduce.   

Sound 

In Term 6, we will explore what sound is and how it is made. We will investigate how 

sound travels, how it can be blocked and how different pitches can be attained. The 

children will recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound source 

increases. 

The Arts (Art & 

Design, Design and 

Technology, Music, 

Drama) 

Art – Painting and Drawing 

As artists and designers, we will use pencil, charcoal, chalk and pastels to identify 

and draw the effect of light. We will learn and develop our skill in drawing scale and 

proportion, working on a variety of scales. Our inspiration for this topic will be based 

around art from the early ages and the work of Georgia O’Keeffe. 

Design and Technology – Food: Eating seasonally 

In this unit, we will design and make a savoury dish using locally-sourced in-season 

produce. We will learn about seasonality, and know where and how a variety of 

ingredients are grown, reared, caught and processed. 

Music – The horse in motion, Global pentatonics and Favourite song 

As musicians, we will be using a variety of different skills including: listening and 

appraising, performing, composing and evaluating. We will learn about the 

pentatonic scale used in different musical traditions, create ostinatos and 

understand what triads are. 

Humanities 

(Religion and 

Worldviews, History, 

Geography) 

Geography – Somewhere to Settle 

In Term 5, we will re-visit the needs and requirements early settlers had when 

choosing a place to build a home. Through the use of digital and paper maps, we 

will investigate land use in different sized settlements and the ways in which 

settlements are linked together via different forms of transport. 

History – Stone Age to Iron Age 

In Term 6, we will be exploring some of the major changes in Britain from the Stone 

Age to the Iron Age. In particular, we will be considering the sources of evidence 

that form our understanding of this early period of British history. We will also learn 

about our local stone circle in Stanton Drew. 

Religion and worldviews - How do some people talk to God? (Term 5) and Where do 

some people talk to God?  (Term 6) 

During the first topic, we will be exploring prayer practices within the Hindu, Muslim 

and Jewish worldviews. In our second topic, we will investigate why people choose 

to go to places of worship within the Muslim, Christian, Jewish, Sikh and Alevi 

worldviews.  

P.E. Term 5  

Mr Meek will be leading team building and orienteering activities with the class. 

Term 6  

We will be developing our skills in athletics and rounders. 



  

Modern Foreign 

Language - 

Spanish  

Term 5 – Numbers (Los números) and What time is it? (¿Qué hora es?) 
We will be learning our numbers up to 20 and then using this knowledge to complete 

simple calculations. We will also learn to tell the time to the quarter hour. 

Term 6 - Ancient Britain (La historia de la antigua Gran Bretaña) 

Whilst learning about the early ages in history during Term 6, we will begin to learn 

how to say some of the vocabulary in Spanish. 

Activity Passport Experiences 

In these terms, we will have an opportunity to… 

✓ Go hiking (to the stones at Publow) 

✓ Make a musical instrument 

✓ Make a savoury dish using locally grown produce 

 


