
Have you found the hidden random word?  If so, click here to enter the prize draw. 

Newsletter – 23rd April 2021 

 

We’re proud to announce our Stars of the week: 

• Duckling: Ellen, Isabelle and Lexie  

• Dragonfly: Emily and Layton 

• Otter: George and Kenzie 

• Kingfisher : Fletcher and Maya 

And our headteacher award winners are: 

Ellis, Freddie, Kenzie and Connie 

“The best way to make children good is to make them happy.” Oscar Wilde.  

A message from Mr Barton 

It’s been a lovely sunny start to Term 5 and there has been a happy atmosphere 

around school as the children have returned from their Easter break.  If you 

haven’t done so already, this is a very good time to take a look at your child’s 

class page on the website.  Here you can find all the details for the term 

including information such as when the PE days are.  Most importantly for the 

children, perhaps, you can find the Topic Plans for the term.  In the summer, we extend our 

topics to cover both Term 5 and Term 6. 

You can visit the class pages by clicking the links in the class names above, where the certificates 

are listed.  If you take a look you’ll discover that the topics for the term are “Where can I find a 

pirate?”, “Once upon a time…”, “Escape from Pompeii” and “Dragons’ Den”.  These all sound 

exciting to me and I’m very much looking forward to seeing the children’s learning progress 

across the topics. 

Don’t forget that we will be holding our parents’ evening meetings next Tuesday and 

Wednesday on Zoom.  You should have received individual confirmation of your appointment 

time(s) yesterday.  Zoom details have already been posted for most classes on their Class Story 

pages of Dojo and there will be a reminder of these next week, along with the details for 

Ducklings.   

Finally, don’t forget to keep reading because somewhere in the newsletter is another hidden 

word that doesn’t make sense in its context.  We’ll be picking April’s winner next week so if you 

spot the word, click the link below to enter our competition to win a book voucher for your 

child! 

I hope you enjoy a sunny weekend. 

 

Warrick Barton. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNUNSQUFLOVlaRDFLWjU5MFFYRVFINjhPVy4u
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
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Upcoming Events 

Week beginning 26th April 

Monday 26th  Tuesday 27th  Wednesday 28th  Thursday 29th  Friday 30th  

Kingfisher will 

have a free 

marketing 

workshop this 

afternoon as 

part of their 

Dragon’s Den 

topic.  Thank-

you to Adele 

Balzan for 

providing this! 

 

 

 

 

Parents’ Evening 

(3:30-7:00pm) 

 

 

 

 

Parents’ Evening 

(3:30-5:30pm) 

 

Otter swimming 

(week 2 of 4) 

School open as 

normal. 

(Note that this 

was originally 

planned as an 

INSET day but this 

was changed last 

summer in favour 

of 2 INSET days in 

September) 

 

Week beginning 3rd May 

Monday 3rd  Tuesday 4th  Wednesday 5th  Thursday 6th  Friday 7th  

SCHOOL WILL 

BE CLOSED for 

the May Bank 

Holiday 

Somerset Cricket 

will run a virtual 

assembly for the 

whole school 

  

Otter swimming 

(week 3 of 4) 

Somerset 

Cricket will run 

free workshops 

for each class 

across the day. 

 

Congratulations to Miss Cowin  

We would like to say a big ‘Well done!’ to Miss Cowin, who has been working extremely hard 

at home and at school over the last year.  This has been to complete the National SENCO 

Award.  Miss Cowin has been carrying out this extensive training alongside her work in school 

and we are delighted that she has successfully completed her qualification.  Well done Miss 

Cowin! 

New website address (but you can still use the old one!)   

As the school has not been part of the Local Authority since June 2019, we have now changed 

our website address to remove the ‘bathnes’ part.  You can still find us using 

www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk but you will notice that the address changes to our new one, 

which is www.pensfordschool.org . 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNUNSQUFLOVlaRDFLWjU5MFFYRVFINjhPVy4u
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_20-21/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_5.pdf
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Letters_20-21/Otter_Swimming_Lessons_Term_5.pdf
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/
http://www.pensfordschool.org/
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School Meals information 

 

Parents of children in Duckling and Dragonfly – we just wanted to ensure that everyone is aware 

that if your child doesn’t already have a free school meal each day, you could be saving 

hundreds of pounds a year if they did!  If you would like your child to try a school meal any day 

next week, they may also bring their own packed lunch.  That way they can try the school meals 

but if they don’t like them they tomato can simply eat their packed lunch anyway.  This offer is 

open across next week, so that all our infant children can have a chance to try a full week’s 

menu.  You do not need to tell us in advance: children can simply let us know which option 

they would like to try at registration time.  You can find the full menu here on our website. 

Our cook, Sarah, would also like to let parents know that the sweetcorn for the pasta bake 

next week and the pineapple for the pizza will be on the side, so children can try just a little of 

these if they like. 

Keeping Children Safe online 

We have added a document to our ‘useful links’ page for parents on our website.  We highly 

recommend this concise read for any parents whose children use social media. 

3 Peaks Run – 22nd May: A message from the PTA 

Please could parents / carers or family  

support us for the 3 Peaks Race Day on May 22nd from 8am -3pm at Pensford Memorial hall. 

If anyone can help for part of the day either selling cakes, tombola, hot food stall, drinks or 

payments that would be really great. 

Everything will be done in a COVID-secure way and all payments will be contactless. When we 

have numbers, we will forward a schedule out to those involved. 

Any support would be hugely appreciated given the lack of traditional opportunities to raise 

money for our school. 

We would also welcome any donations for the tombola, and/or cakes to sell on the day. 

If you can help, please contact Emma on 07702 825567 Thank-you! 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNUNSQUFLOVlaRDFLWjU5MFFYRVFINjhPVy4u
https://www.pensfordschool.org/Parents/Primary-School-Menu-Information/
https://www.pensfordschool.org/docs/Parent_Info/Social_Media_Guidance_UKCCIS_Final_18122015_pdf.pdf
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Pensford Houses – a reminder 

For as long as any of our current staff can remember, we have had four ‘Houses’ at Pensford 

named after famous figures associated with the Bristol area.  Children are familiar with the 

names ‘Blackwell’, ‘Brunel’, ‘Cabot’ and ‘Carpenter’.  However, we think now could be a time for 

a change. 

We would like to consult with parents and pupils about changing the names of the people after 

whom our houses are named.  This has primarily come about because we have been developing 

our curriculum over the last 18 months and we would like to have a more diverse set of famous 

people who better reflect our society today  and the knowledge and emphasis we are putting 

into our curriculum design. 

As we have explained on our website, we have designed our current curriculum around four 

‘pillars’: Wellbeing, Language, Reasoning and Technology.  These are illustrated beautifully in 

this painting of the viaduct by Lilou in Year 5.  

 

It is no coincidence that we went for ‘pillars’ in the way we chose to describe the core elements 

of our revised curriculum – not least because it fitted this impressive structure that is 

inseparable from Pensford itself. 

We would like to choose house ‘figureheads’ that represent each of these pillars of the 

curriculum.  We would like the group of 4 to be diverse, and at least balanced in terms of 

gender, with two men and two women in the group.  We have so far considered the following 

people to represent each of the pillars: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNUNSQUFLOVlaRDFLWjU5MFFYRVFINjhPVy4u
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Curriculum/
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Wellbeing Language Reasoning Technology 

Marcus Rashford 

(footballer and 

campaigner for free 

school meals) 

Malala Yousafzai 

(advocate for female 

education and 

human rights) 

 

David Attenborough 

(Writer, broadcaster 

and environmental 

campaigner) 

Amanda Gorman 

(Poet whose work 

focuses on issues of 

oppression, feminism 

and race)  

Katherine Johnson 

(Mathematician 

critical to first and 

subsequent US 

crewed space flights) 

Alan Turing 

(Codebreaker during 

World War II) 

 

Greta Thunberg 

(Environmental 

campaigner and 

supporter of green 

technologies) 

Tim Peake (British 

astronaut) 

 

We would like to invite all of our school community to make suggestions for other people we 

could also consider.  We will then put the final decision to a consultative vote, from which we 

would select a balanced and representative final four.   

To make your suggestions, please click here.  Thank-you to those who have already contributed. 

Once the new house names have been finalised, a draw will take place to randomly allocate the 

new name to each of our four current houses.  Children will remain in the same groups, with 

the same colour for their house as they have now. 

Breakfast Club – a reminder 

This is just a reminder to please continue to keep us up to date with your bookings. If you have 

not already used breakfast club since school re-opened, or if the days you need will change 

after the holiday, please let us know by clicking here and submitting another form. You can 

also now use the same form to cancel places if you no longer need them. Thank-you.   

CAN YOU HELP to fix our outdoor classroom canopy? 

Unfortunately, the lovely canopy for our outdoor classroom is broken, as the threads in one 

corner have come apart.  If you know anyone with a sewing machine and the skills to mend the 

very thick fabric, please do let us know! 

 
 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNUNSQUFLOVlaRDFLWjU5MFFYRVFINjhPVy4u
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marcus_Rashford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malala_Yousafzai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Attenborough
file://///CRCLM.SCH/VOLUMES/Office%20Shared/Website/NEWSLETTERS%20FOR%20ACADEMIC%20YEAR%202020-21/Term%204/Amanda%20Gorman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katherine_Johnson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Turing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greta_Thunberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tim_Peake
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNThGSDQyMDhRNUNXNEhEN0pHNTM2UzEySS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUOUFRSFZESjQ3TE0yOTJNUjNDMU9WVTgwSS4u
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Community News 

 

For any EU citizens – an important message from the local authority  

Council members and officers are very concerned that there may still be EU citizens living in 

BaNES who have not yet applied for EU Settled Status (or EU Pre-Settled Status). The deadline 

for applying is 30th June 2021, which is now less than 3 months away.    

EU citizens who are resident in the UK but who have not applied for EUSS (EUpSS) by the end 

of June may face a whole host of difficulties, including continuing access to NHS health 

services, as well as potential issues with housing, education and employment, or even with 

travel. Note all this also applies to nationals from Norway, Iceland, Switzerland and 

Liechtenstein.    

All EU citizens who are resident in the UK need to apply for Settled Status (if they’ve been living 

here for 5 years or more) or for pre-Settled Status (if they’ve been living here for less than 5 

years), unless they are also British (or Irish) nationals.     

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sYR87Q-UvUiVBhZkkowDaIIDWQ17YE1Enx7gNOrfz0ZUNUNSQUFLOVlaRDFLWjU5MFFYRVFINjhPVy4u
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This applies to all children of EU citizens unless they have dual nationality, one of which must 

be British (or Irish). A separate application must be made for each person.  

Even EU citizens who are married to Britons and have been living in the UK for decades must 

apply for EU Settled Status. It is not enough to have a previously granted UK permanent 

residency card. These will no longer be valid after 30th June 2021.    

So please spread the word, and make sure that everyone affected by this change in UK law 

knows about the deadline of 30th June 2021 and submits their application in good time.    

The UK Government’s website page about EU Settled Status:  

https://www.gov.uk/eusettledstatus      

The BaNES website page about EU Settled Status:  

https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/eu-settlement-scheme    
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