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Important information for parents re: holidays in term time

Children are entitled to a full education, yet they are not the decision makers when it comes to making holiday
plans. We want to make sure that parents are aware that — wherever the local authority’s criteria are met —
we do follow the procedure for referring unauthorised holidays to them for fixed penalty notices. These are
issued per parent per child, so can typically be £240 for a family. This costs school staff time in terms of the
administration, but none of the money from the fines comes to the school.

However, much more importantly, the governors and headteacher are keen that parents are aware of the full
impact of holidays on children and staff.

While some parents may be confident that their children individually won’t “suffer” too much by missing
school, in fact the impact can be more significant than we might think. Not only do the children miss lessons
themselves, but teachers and teaching assistants do very often have to spend extra time supporting them
when they return. This inevitably impacts on other children in the class, even though they were not the ones
who took the holiday.

Also, when children go on term time holidays — even for a day or two - they miss part of a sequence of lessons.
This means the quality of the learning that they do receive when they return is impaired. If you miss Monday’s
maths lesson, for example, Tuesday’s is harder and often adults need to provide extra support.

We do understand that the type of holiday parents can afford is affected by when they take it, as prices are
considerably cheaper in term time. However, the governors and headteacher would appreciate parents
thinking carefully about their own child’s entitlement to education —and the impact on other children and staff
—when making holiday plans.



