
Newsletter – 4th December 2020 

We are proud to say… 

 

 Stars of the week in Duckling are: Ellis & Harry 
 Stars of the week in Dragonfly are: Lexon & Lillian 
 Stars of the week in Otter are: Frankie & George 
 Stars of the week in Kingfisher are: Bella & Max 
 Headteacher awards: Eleanor, Carson, Billy & Maya 
 Please click the class names to visit their webpages. 
 Best attendance: Dragonfly (100%) 

 

“Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.” – Margaret Fuller 

A message from Mr Miller 

This week your child may have said that they had to do some tests in maths, reading 

or SPAG. The reason for this is that this week was our assessment week, where we set 

no pressure on the children but encourage them to do their best. The reason why we 

do this is to use these papers along with children’s work in class to identify any gaps 

in their learning. You may have heard that the government have given schools extra 

money to work on fillings children’s gaps in education due to the Cvid-19. With this 

extra money, we are having extra interventions run by members of staff both in the 

afternoon and after school. To see how we have planned to spend this money, 

please click here.   

A letter was sent out to all parents explaining how the leadership will change from 

January. If you would like to read the letter, please click here. 

Money raised from readathon/listenathon 

I know that I have spoken a huge amount about the readathon/listenathon but 

thought I would let you know that from the money raised from this event, we have 

now managed to book a virtual author visit for every class. 

Duckling Class: Claire Freedman (author of Monstersaurus and Aliens love 

underpants) will be visiting in January. 

Dragonfly: Claire Barker (author of Knitbone Pepper Ghost Dog series) will be visiting 

in March. 

Otter: Emma Read (author of Milton the Mighty) and PG Bell (author of Train to 

Impossible Places series) will be visiting in March and July. 

Kingfisher: Struan Murray (author of Orphans of the Tide) will 

be visiting in February.  

http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Ducklings-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Dragonfly-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Otter-Class/
http://www.pensford.bathnes.sch.uk/Learning/Kingfisher-Class/
file://///PENSFOP-SSRV-15/HomeFolders$/Teachers/Samuel/Head/September%202020/Covid/Catch%20up%20funding/Pensford%20Covid%2019%20Catch%20Up%20Plan.pdf
file://///PENSFOP-SSRV-15/HomeFolders$/Teachers/Samuel/Head/September%202020/Letters/January%20leadership%20change.pdf


After having spoken to Struan Murray, I am very pleased to say that he 

has agreed to send personalised book templates to anyone who orders 

his book. This will be set up on Parent Pay if you would like the school to 

order a copy of Orphans of the Tide (which, from a personal view, is the 

best children’s book I have read this year). The last day to order a copy 

of this book is January 22nd. 

   

After school clubs 

I am pleased to say that now that the Lockdown has finished, after school clubs can 

resume where children can attend any club that has been allocated to their 

bubble. 

 

All Saints combined Carols by Candlelight with Christingle service 

The Reverend, Denise Calverley, has very kindly offered to deliver an online 

Christingle lesson to all of classes as well as provide the resources for making a 

Christingle.  

All Saints combined Carols by Candlelight will be outdoors in the churchyard on 

Sunday, December 13th at 4:00pm where children can bring their Christingles with 

them if you choose to attend.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring your voice to SING at our Candlelight Carols with 
Christingles in our churchyard. 
 
Wrap up extra warm and bring a warm drink for 30 
minutes of carol singing with your family.  
 
Keep safe with 2-meter social distancing in place.  And 

remember a brolly just in case! 



Winter Reading Challenge  

This December, libraries are offering the Winter Mini Challenge aimed at readers 

aged 4-14. This programme is totally digital and provided free from the Reading 

Agency.  The Winter Mini Challenge encourages children to read 3 books of their 

choice (or more) over the Christmas holidays - this is a more relaxed version of the 

Summer Reading Challenge.  Like the Summer, any format of book counts including 

books from home or to use public libraries.  Children and families can sign up free 

online and they do not have to be library members to take part, but we would 

always encourage you to join the library.  

 

The Mini Challenge began on Tuesday 1 December 2020 

Children can rate and review their books, collect rewards, and take part in Winter 

Mini Challenge activities through the website www.wintermini.org.uk  

The Mini Challenge will end online on Friday 15 January 2021. 

Any child can sign up but most suitable for ages 4-14. 

Theme for Winter Mini Challenge is ‘Everyone is a Hero’ and partnered with inclusive 

publisher Knights Of 

To join the library visit Bath Central, Keynsham or Midsomer Norton libraries (Mon – Fri, 

10 – 4) or join digitally: www.librarieswest.org.uk/join  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wintermini.org.uk/
http://www.librarieswest.org.uk/join


Pensford Christmas tree 

I am sure many of you have seen the village Christmas tree but you may not know 

that all the decorations were made by all the pupils last week. A massive thank you 

to Liz Jones for decorating the tree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a great weekend, 

Mr Miller 

Upcoming Events – links take you to the relevant letter 

Next week, beginning 7th December 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 

RSE 

consultation 

with parents  

 

Forest School- 

Otter & 

Kingfisher  

 

 

Week beginning 14th December  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 
KS2 archery 

lessons (AM) 
 

Children’s 

Christmas 

lunch 

 

Christmas 

jumper day 

 

Watching ‘The 

Selfish Giant’ 

performance  

Last day of 

term 

 


